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. Text of the Soviet Communist Party

cement

; ; .
The following is the tomplete
text of the vesolution. by the
Central Committee of (s Soviel
Communist party, ag distributed
by The United Press. Most of
tha. text appeared in late edi-
tions of The New York Times
yesterday but transmission from
London was still incomplete
when the final edition went 10
preas, o

1

The Central Committee of the
Comimunist party of the Sovief,
. Union notes with satisfaction
that tha decisions of the hiss
toriec Twentieth Congress of the
Communist party of the Soviet
Union have met with full ap-
proval and ardent support by
‘the whols of- our party, the
whole of the Soviet pcople, fra-
ternal Communist and Workers
parties, the working people of
thp great commonwealth of So-
cialist countries, by millions of
peopla in capitalist and colo-

nial countries,

And this is underatandable,
since the twentieth party con-
gress, which marks a new stage
in tho creative development ‘of
Marxism-Leninism, has given a
thorough analysis of the pres-
ent international and internal
gituation, has armed the Com-
munist party and tha whole of
the Soviet pcople with a
majestic plan for the further
struggle of building of commu-
nism, has opened new pros-
pocts -for joint actions of all
parties of the working class for
eliminating the threat of an-
other war, and for the interests
of the working people, = -

Tmplententing the decisions of
the Twentieth Congress, tha So-
viet people, under the leader-
ship of the Communist party,
are attaining new and ontstand-
ing successes in al] spheres of
political, economic and eul-
iural life of the country. -The-
Hoviet peopls hava rallied still
closer around the Communist
party and are displaying high |
oroativa actlvity in the struag- |

on the Anti-Stal

the tasks set by the Twentieth
Congress. o
The period which hds elapsed

since the congress hag at tha i
the great "

same tima 1‘evea1ec?1
living force of its decisions for
the
and workers maovement, and
for the struggle of all progres-
pive forces for the strengthen-
ing of universal peace. Impor-
tant fundamental theoretical

© theses on. peaceful coexistence

international Communist :

" of states with different social ;
i pystems, ' on. the possibility of -
i preventing wars during the .

present era, and on the various

forms of transition of countries
| to socialism, set.forth by the

congress, are having a benef

clal influence on the . interna-’

tlonal situation, ave promoting
¥ the easing of tension and the
| strengthening of the unity of
i action of all forces struggling
. for peace and democracy, for
s further consolidation of the
positions of the world system
of soclalism. ’ . .
While among the Soviet peo-

ple, among the working peopla *
democracies :

in the people’s
and throughout the world, the
histaric decisions of the Twen-
tieth: Congress have caused
preat enthuslasm and a now
upsurge of creative initiative
and revolutionary energy, in
the camp of the enemles of the
working class they have given
rise to alarm 'and rancour: Re-
actionary quarters of the Unit-
ed 'States and several other
capitalist countrivs are clearly
porturhed by the great pro-

gram of struggle for strength- |
. ening peace mapped out by the

YTwentleth Congress, Their anx-
fety grows as this program Is
being. actively and consistently
put into effet)!(t. . .

Anti-Red Attacks Noted

"ent
U, 8. 8, R. in insurlng peace -

tion of the working class and
its party from the major ques-
tions advanced by the Twen-
tieth Congress of the party
which are clearing the way to
further successes of the cause

- of peace, socialism and unity of

the working class. The decl-
giong of the twentlcth party
congress, the domestie and for-
eign policy of the Soviet Gov-
ernment, have caused confu-
gion in the imperialist quarters
of the United States and other
states, '

The courageous and . consist~

of ' the

foreign policy

' and gooperation between states,

‘Why is it that the enemies of *
communism and soclalism ave .
concentrating thely attacks on |
the shortcomings about which !
the Central Committee of our :
party spoke at the Twentioth
Congress? They are doing so |

. gla for the implementation o_t 1

in apder to distract the atign- .

1

irrespectiva of thelr soclal or-
der, finds support amopng the
broddest people’s masses in all
countries of the world, is

awidoning the front of peace-

loving states, and is causing a
deep crisia of the ‘‘cold-war”
policy, the policy of setling up
military blocs and the arms
drive,

It i3 not fortuitous that the
loudest hue and cry avound tho
ptruggle agalnst the personality’
cult in the U, 8. S.'R, has been
raised by United States’ im-
perialist civcles, The presence
of negative, phenomena, con-
nected with the personality
cult, suited their book, so that
by exploiting these facts, they
could struggle against social-
ism. Now that our party is
courageously overcoming the
congequences of the personality
cult, the imperialists see in it

a factor which is accelerating

the progress of our country to
communism, ~and which iy
weakening the positions of
capitalism.

Endeavoring to weaken' the :

great attracting forces of the
decisions of the Twentieth Con-
gress and their effect upon the
broadest people’s masses, the
ideologists of cdpitalism are re-

gorting to. all sorts of tricks -

and devices to'distract the at-

tention of the working people :

from the advanced and inspir-

ing 1deas posed before man- -

kind by the Socialist world.

in

E e

¢ "Of late ‘the bourgeois press
© has launched an extensive slan-
. derous anti-Sovict campaign,
‘which the reactionary circles
“are trying to base on certaln
i facts connected with the con-
demnation by the Soviet Com-
munist party of the personality
cult of J. V. Stalin.

Campaign

The pra-
moters of this campaign are :

making evory effort to confuse -
the issue and conceal the fact :

that the question at issue 1z a .

past stage in the life of the
Soviet country. They also want
to pass gver in silence and to
distort the fact that the Com-
munist party of the Soviet Un-

jon aud the Soviet Gevernment

during the years since Stalin’s
.death have, wilh exceptional

persistence and detcrmination

"heen Mquidating the conse-
“quences of the personality cult
~and are successfully implement-
“ing the new tasks In the in-
terest - of strengthening peace,
building communisn, in the in-
terest of the broad people’s
masses,

Launching a slanderous cam-
paign, .the ideologists of the
bourgeoisie dre again, though
unsuccesstully, endcavoring to
tast & shadow on the great
“ideas of Marxism-Leninism, to
undermine the trust of the
working people in the first So-
‘clalist ecountry in the world,
the U. 8. 8. R, and to sow
confusion in the ranks of the
i international Communist and
workers movement.

‘The -experience of history
teaches  that the enemies of
international proletarian unity
have in the past repeatedly
tried to make use of what they
thought were favorable mo-
nients for undermining the in-
ternational unity of the Cin-
. taunist and worker parties, {or
splitting the international work-
ing movement and for'weaking
the forces - of the Socialist
camp, but every time the Com-
munist and Workers patlties
discerned tho mancuvers of the
enemies of socialiam, closed
i v their ranks still closer, demon-
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strating their indestructible po-
litleal unity and unswerving
loyalty to the ideas of Marx-
ism-Leninism, :

Red Errors .Concevded

The fraternal Communist and
“Worker parties also dlscerned
this maneuver of the enemies
“of socialism in time and are
glving it the rebuff it deserves,
1 At the same time it would bs
wrong ta close one’s eyes to
the fact that certain of our
friends abroad have not got to
-the boitom of the question of
.the personality cult and its
consequences and are toler~
ating at tlmes a wrong in-
terpretation of certain of its

_ aspects.

In its criticism of the person-
allty cult the party proceeds
from the principles of Marx-
tsm-Leninism, Alveady for more
than threo years our party has
been waging  a
atruggle against the person-
ality cult of J. V., Stalin, firmly
overcoming its evil conase-
guences,

Naturally, this question occu-
pled an Important place in the
work of the Twentleth Con-
gress and Its docisions. The
congread noted that the Cen-

tral Commiitee, gquite rightly,

and timely, came out against

* the personality eult, the apread
of - which belittled the role of-
- the party and the popular

masses, lowered the rola of col-

lectiva leadorship in the party }

and frequently brought about
grave omissions in work and
gross  vlolations of soclalist
laws. The congress empowered
the Central Committee ta carry
out consistent measures to en-
sure the complete elimnination
of the personality cult, so alien
to Marxism-Leninlsm; to lqui-
date its consequences in_all
spheres of parly, state ‘and
ideological work, and to imple-
ment strictly the normsg of
party life and the principles of
tha collectivity of party leader-
ship laid down by the great
Lenin,

In tha struggle against the
cult of personality the party
lendership is gulded hy the
known tenets of Marxism-Len-
inism on the roles of the popu-
lar muasses, party and
vidual personalities in history,

i on the Inadmlssibility of the

Personality cult of a political
lender, however great  his
merits.

The founder of scientific com-
munism, Karl Marx, stressing
his dislike of *any personality
cult,” usad to say that he and
Friedrich Engolg joined the
League of Communists “‘on con~
dition that everything contrib-
uting to the superstitions war-
ahip of authorities be thrown
out of the Charter.”

In founding our Communist
party, V. I, Lenin fonght un-

indi- }

consistent '

remittingly against the anti-
Marxist conception of the
‘‘hero’ and the ‘‘crowd’ and

tice of setting the individual
hero over the popular masses,

““The wisdom of tens of mil- !
lions of ereators,” V. I, Lenin
used to say, ‘creates some- '
the greatest of
genius,”

Cult Found Obstacle

In putting forward the ques-
tion of the struggle against the
personality cult of J. V. Stalin,
the Central Committee proceed-
ed from the fact that the per-
sonality cult contradicts the
nature of Socialist order and
becama an obstacle on the way
to the development of Soviet
democracy and the advance-
ment of the Socialist society ta-
ward communism,

The twentieth party congress,
on the Initiative of the Central
Committee, deemed it neces«
sary to speak out.courageously
and frankly about the grave
consequences of the personality
cult and the serious errors tol-
erated during the latter poriod
of Stalin’a life, and to call upon
the entlre party to make a
Joint effort to put an end to
everything the personality cult
entailed, At the same time the
Central Committes was fully
aware that the franlk admission
of errora tiolerated would bo
linked to certaln shortcomings
and losses which mighl be ex-
ploited by enemles, The coura-
geous self-criticlam in the ques-
tion of the personality cult was
& now and hrilliant proof of the
force and strength of our party
and of the Soviet Socialist
regime, One can say with as-
gurance that not a single ane
of the rullng partles of the
capltalist countries would ever
have risked taking a similar
step. On the contrary, they
would have fried to conceal
guch unpleasant facts from the
people and pass over in silence
such unpleasant facts,

But. the Soviet Communist
party, brought up on the revo-
lutiopary principles of Marx-
fsm-Leninism, told the whole:
truth, no matter how bitter, .
The party resolved to take’this
step excluslvely an its own
initiative, being gulded by the
consideration that if the stand -
talten against the cult of Stalin
caused some temporary dif-
ficulties, it would still, from
the point of view of the vital
interests and’ ultimate aims of
the working class, have a vast
positive result. This creates

foresight

i
firm guarantees that in the fu- [(
ure phenoniena similar to the |
personality cult can never ap-
pear in our party and our coun-
try and that in {he future the
leadership of the party and the

CIA-RDP78-02771R000200380003-3

. country will be carried out col-
: lectively on the
 Marxist-Leninist policy and
resolutely condemned the prac- l '
I
f

basis of a

wide inner party democracy,
with the active creative partic-
ipation of millions of workers.

Having taken a resolute stand

; against the personality cult and
. its consequences, having open-
thing immeasurably higher than |

ly subjected to ecriticism the

. mistakes to which it gave rise,

" the

party has demonstrated
once more 1ts devotion to the
immortal principles of Marx-
Ism-Leninism and the interests
of the people, its solicitude for
creating the best conditions for
the development of the party
and Soviet demoacracy Iu the
interests of successful Commu-
nist’ construction in our coun-
try. ’
The Central Committee nates
that the discussion in party
organizations and at general
meelings of workers of the

question of the personality cqlt ;

and its consequences took place
amid great activity of party
members and nonparty men,
that the Central
lino found full approval and
support among the party and
people.

'class. By the exampla of ths
heroic struggle of ihe Bolshe-
vik party, the first Soclalist
state in the world, Communist
! parties in other countries and
- all progressive and democratio
forces are learning the experi~
! ence of solving the vita! social
-questions arising from present-
| day social development,
In the course of almost forty
! years, the building of a Social-
ist. society of workers of our
country, vast experience has
* been accumulated which is be-
. Ing creatively studied and . as-
- similated by workers of other
[’ Socialist glates, in accordance
" with their concrete conditions,
© This was the first experience
i_in history of building a Social-
| ist society which was formed
i in the process, the test in prac-
! tica of many tiruths thitherto

Committee -

The publiclzing by the party ‘-

of the facts of the vlolation of
Soclalist law and other ervors
connected with the personality
cult of J, V. Stalin naturally
cause feelings of hitterness and

profound regret, But the Soviet

penple underatand that the con-
demnation of the personality
calt wag necessary in the inter-
ests of the construetion of com-
munism, whose active partic-
ipants they are. 'The Soviet
people sees that {he parly has
in recent years insistently car-
rled out practical measures
almed at removing the con-
sequences of the personality
cult in all epheres of party,
state, economic and eultural
construction. As a result of this

" work the party, whose internal

" forces .are mo longer fettered,

has come still closer to the
people and is now in a state of

unprecedented ' creative actlv- :

ity.

1
How could the personality
cult of Stalin, wilh all its nega-
tive consequences,
acquire such currency under

claliat regime?
When examining this question

. one must bear in mind both the

objective and concrete condi-
tions in which the building of
socialism in the U, 8. 8. R.
took . place, as well as some
subjective factors
with the personal quaalities of
Stalin, -

The October Socialist Revo-

arise and -

¢ the conditions of a Soviet So- -

connected

| lution entered histary as a clas- |

sle eexample of the revolution- '
ary transformation of capital- -
ist sociely, ecarrled out under .
the leadership of the working '

'only known to Socialists in
general outling and theory, For
more than a quarter of a cen-
tury, the Soviet land was the
only country which paved for
mankind the way to soclalism.
It was like a besieged fortress
situated in a capitalist encirele-
ment, After the abortive inter-
vention of (ourteen
1018-1922, the ememics of ihe
Soviet country in the West
and East continued {o prepare

new ‘'‘crusades' against the
U, 8. 8 R,

Inemies sent futa  the
U.. 8. 8. R u large number

of spies and diversionizsis who
tried in overy way to under-
mine the first Socialist state in
the world, The threat of a new
imperialist aggression against
the U. 8. 8. R. bhocama partic-
ularly ‘intense after the advent
to power of fascism in Ger-
many in 1933, which proclaimed
as its alm the destruelion of
communism, the destruction of
the HSoviet Union, ‘the first
workers' state in the world. v-
eryone remembers tho Torinug-
ALion of the so-called anti-Come
_intern pact and the Berlin-
* Rome-Tokyo axis, which were
actively supporied by the forces
of all international reaction. n
an atmosphere of a growing
threat of war, the rejection by
the Western powers of the
measures to curb lascism and
organize collective security re-
peatedly proposed by the So-
viet Union, the state was com-
pelled to strain cvery nerve lo
strengthen defense and steug-
gle agninst the intrigues of {he
harmful = capitalist encivcle-
. ment. The parly had to trajn
the whole people i a spivil of
constant vigilance and readi-
ness in the face of foreign
enemies, .
Ewrly Struggle Relaled
The intrigues of international
reaction were all the more dan-
gerous because for a long time
an ecmbitlered clasy struggle
had been going in the country
and the quostion of who would
gain the upper hand was being

Approved For Release 2003/08/1 12: CIA-RDP78-02771R000200380003-3

states in |

&



Approved For Release 2003/08/11 : CIA-RDP78-02771R000200380003-3

decided. After the death of
Lenin, hostile trends became
active in the party, Trotskyites,
right-wing  opportunists and
bourgeois nationalists whose
position was a rejection of
Lenin’s theory on the possibil-
ity of the victory of Sociallsm
in one country,

_This would actually have led
to the restoration of capitalism °

in the U.8.8.R, The party un-
leashed a merciless struggle
against these enemies of Lenin-

sm.

Fulfilling Lenin’s behests, the
Communist party set a course
towardg the Socialist industrial-
ization of the country, the col-
lectivization of agriculture and
the realization of a cultural
revolution.

In the course of solving these
majestic iasks of building a
Socialist soclety In one sepa-
rate country, the Soviet people
and the Communist party had
to overcome unimaginable dif-
ficuities and obstacles. In the

shortest space of time, our
country, without any economic

help whatsocver from abroad,

had to liguidate its centuries-
old backwardness and reshape
the entire national economy on
new Socialist foundations.

This complicated national and-
international situation demand-;
ed iron discipline, evergrowing-

vigilance and a most strict
centralization of leadership
which inevifably had a negative
effect on the devclopment of
certain democratic features.
In the course of a flerce
struggle against the whple
world ~ of imperialism, our
country had to submit to’ cer-
tain restiictions of democracy,
justified by the Jogic of the

struggla of our people for so- |}

clallsm In circumstanceg of
capitalist ~encirclement, But
these restrictions, were already
at that time regarded by the
party and people as temporaty,
subject to removal as the So-
viet siate grew stronger and
the forces of democracy and

“gocialism developed throughout 4

the world, "The pcople de-
liberately accepted these. tem-

.porary sacrifices in view of

the ever-new successes daily
achieved by the Soviet social
order.

All these difficulties on the
path of huilding socialism were
aovercomse by the Soviet people
under the leadership of the
Comumunist party and its
Central Commitiee, which.con-
siatently carried out Lenin’s
general line, )

The victory in

gocialism

- our counlry in conditions of

enomy encirclement and a con-
stant threat of attack from out-
side was a world-historic deed

on the part of -the Soviet peo~ |

ple. During the first five-year
plans, Rs a result of intense
and herole efforts by the people

. Soviet peopls reared numerous
. cadres of a technical intelli-

and party, our - economically
backward country made a
gigantlc leap in its economic
and.cultural development. On
the basis of the successes in
Socialist construction the living
standards of the workers werse
raised and unemploynient was
liquldated for good, The pro-
foundest cultural revolution
took place in the country.

In a short space of time the

gentsia, which took its place on
the level of world technical
progress and put Soviet science
and technology among the first
in the world. The inspirer and
organizer of these victories was
‘the great party of Communists.
On the example of the U.8.S.R.,
workers and peasants who had
taken power into their own
handg could sucecessfully build
and- develop thelr Bocialist
state without capitalists and
land-owners, expressing and
defending the interests of wide
people’s magses. All this played
a great inspliing role in the
growth and influence of Com-
munist and Workers parties in
all countries of the world.

‘Devoted to Marxism-Leninlsm’

Holding tha position of Gen-
eral Secretary of the Central
Committee of the party for a
lengthy period, J, V. Stalin,
together with other leaders,
actively struggled for the renll-
zation of Lenln’s behests, He
was devoted to Marxism-Lenin-
ism, and as a theoreticlan and
good organlzer headed the
ptruggle of the party against
the Trotskyites, right-wing op-
portunists and bhourgeois na-
tionalists and against the in-

trigues of capjtalist encircle- |

ment.

In this political and ideologi-
cal struggle 8talin acquired
great authority and popularity.
However, all our great victo-
ries began to be incorrectly
connected with his rn.ame. The

successes attained Ly the Com-
munist party and the Soviet

" country and the adulation aof |

Stalin went to his head. In |
this atmosphere the cult of Sta- :
lin’s personality began gradu- |
ally to take shape, |

The development of the per- !

sonality. cult was to an enor- |

mous extent contributed to by

some individual traits of J. V, '}
whose negative char- |

Stalin,
acter was alveady pointed out
by V. I. Lenin, At the end of
1822 Lenin sent a letter to the
curreut party congress, in
‘which he said:

““Comrade Stalin, by becom-
ing General Sccretary, has con-
centrated vast power in his
hands., I am not certain that
he will always be able to use
}hi's, power sufficiently careful
y.

In a postseript to thia letier

written at the beglnning of

3

January, 1923,

V. I Lenin}

reverted to the question of
some personal traits of Stalin |! dubitable services to the peos

intolerable in a leader.

“Stalin iz too rude,” wrote
Lenin, ‘‘and this shortcoming
which is quite tolerable in our
midst and among us Commu-
nists, becomes intolerable in the
office of the General Secretary.
I therefore invite the comrades
to think of a way of removing
Stalin from this post and ap-
pointing to the post another
person who in all other respects
differs from Comrade Stalin—
to wit, is more tolerant, more
loyal, more polite, more atten-

i

tive toward comrades and less

capriclous.”’
At the thirteenth party cen-
gress, which was held soon

after V. I. Lenin's death, his -

letfers were made known to

the delegates. As .a result of |

the discussion of these docu-

" ments it was recognlzed asg ex-

pedient to leave Stalin at his

. post as Secretary General, on

that he

however,
fnto

condition,
criticism

taok Lenin’s

consideration and drew all the .

necessary conclusions,

Having remained at the post -

ag General Secretary, Stalin, in

the first period after Viadimir -
Ilyich’s death, took into ac-

count his critical . remarks.
Later on, however, Stalin, hav-

ing excessively overrated his '
| merita, belleved 1n, his own

Infallibility.

Plenary sesslons of the Cen-
tral Committes and congresses
of the party were held irregu-
larly, and later they were not
convened for many years. In

fact, Stalin found himself out- ‘

gide criticism.

Great harm to the cause of
Soclaplist construction and the
development of democracy in-
sfde the party and the state
was inflicted hy Stalin’s er-
roneous formula that as the
Soviet Union moved toward
sociallsm the class struggle
would/ allegedly become more
and more acute, This formula,
which is only correct for cer-
tain stages of the transition
period, when the question of
“Who will beat whom?' is be-
ing solved, when a persistent
class struggle for the building
of the foundations of socialism
was in progress, was put for-
ward into the first plan in
1037 at a moment when social-
Ism had already triumphed in
our country and the exploiting
classes and thelr economic base
had been Hquidated.

Berla’s Role Related

In practice, this erroneous’
theoretical formula was the
basis for the grossest violations
of Bocialist law and mass re-
pressions.
’ was

in these circum-

., stances that speclal conditions

were created in pagticular for
the state security organs, in

_administration of justic

whom enormous confldence re+
posed as a result of thelr iné

ple and country in the defensé
of tha conquests of the revolu-

tion, For a considerable period

of tima the state sccurity or-

gang justified this confidence
and their special position did
not cause any danger, The
gituation changed when the
control of them by the party
and Government was gradual-
ly replaced by the personal con-
trol of Stalin and the normal
WAas
often superseded by his per-
sonal decisions.

The situation hevame éven
mora complicated when the
criminal band of the agent
of international imperialism,
[Lavrenti P.}] Beria, was put
at the head of the state se-
curity organs.
tlons of Soviet law and mass
repressions occurred. As a ve-
sult of encmy machinations,

-many honest Commuynists and
- Bovlet

non-party . men were

 glandered ana suffered inno-

cently.

The twentieth party congress
and the entire policy of the
Central Committee after the
death of Stalin bear vivid tes-
timony to the fact that within
the Central Committee of the
party a Leninist core of leaders
had come into being who cor-
rectly understood pressing re-
quirements in the sphers both
of internal and external policy.
It cannot be said that there
was no counter-action againgt
the negative manifestations

which were connected with the }

personality cult and put =a
brake on the advance of
gocialism.

Moreover, there were certain |

periods, for instance during the
war years, when the individual
acts of Stalin were sharply
restricted, when the negative
consequences of lawlessness
and arbitrariness were subatan«
tially diminished.

It is known that precisely

during this very war period |

members of the Centiral Com-
mittee and also outstanding
Soviet war commanders tool
over certain sectors of activity
in the rear and at the front,
made independent decisions,
and through their organiza-
tional, political, economis and
military work, together with
Jocal parly and Soviet organi-
zations, insured the victory of
the Soviet people in the war,
After victory the negative econ-
sequences of the cult of per-
sonality re-emerged with great
force.

Actlon Said to Be Barred

The Leninist core of the Cen-
tral Committee Iimmedlately
after the death of Stalin set a
course of resolute struggle
against the - personality cult
and its grave conseguences.
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This ecould not be done

U, 8 8.
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fé titght bes asked why these
people did not take an open
stand sgainst Stalln and re-
move him from the leaderahn:?
n
the clreumstances which had

' arigen,

Facts undoubtedly hear out
that Stalin was guilty. of many
lawless deeds, particularly in

| the later period of his life, It

‘ghould not be forgetten, how- :

ever,

always seted In defense of the
R, against the in-
trigues of the enemies and
struggles for the cause of so-

| ctalism, At times he applied
i In

this struggle unworthy
methods and violated the Len-
Anist principles of party life.
Therein lay the tragedy of
Stalin,

But all this made the strug- |

gle against the lawless deceds
perpetrated at the time more
difficult, since the sauccess of

Rocialist construction and the |

consolidation of the U, 8. 8. R,

were attributed to Stalin, Any-

action against him in those
conditions would not have been
understood by the people, and
this does not mean there was
a lack of personal courage in-
volved. It is obvious that any-

one who had acted in that sit- |
uation against Stalin would not |

have peceived support from the
pcople. Moreover, such a stand
would in those conditiona have
heen  regarded as *a  stand

against the cause of Soclallst |
construction and a blow against |
the unliy of the party and the |
whole state, extremely danger- |

ous in the presence of caplitalist
enclrclement. ’
In additlon, the

der the leadership of their
Communist party aroused jus-
titiable pride in the heait of
evoly Soviet person and created
an atmosphere in which indi-
vidual mistakes and shortcom-
ings scemed less Important
against the background of
enormous successes, while the
negative consequences of thesa
mistakes were quickly made
good by the colossal growth of
the vital forces of the party
and Soviet soclety.
One should also bear
that many facts and wrong ac-
tlong of Stalin, especially as
regards the violation of Soviet
law, became known only in
recent tlmes, afler his death,
mainly in connection with the
exposure of the Beria gang and
the establishment of party con-
trol over the organs of state
security, -
Such are the main conditions
and causes which resulted in
the emergence and currency of
the personality cult of J. V.
Stalin. Obviously, everything
that has been sald explains,

in mind |

that the Soviet Ppeople -
f knew Stalim as & person who .

successey |
which the working people of |
the Soviet Unlon attained un- |

'

- determined hy the

v

!

{ but In no way justifies, the

Stalin  cult and it conse- !
guences, which have been 80 !
sharply and justly condemned |
by our party. =, '

I i

Indisputably the personality
cult has inflicted servious harm
on the cause of the Commu-
nist party and Soviet society.
It would, however, be .a&
serious mistake to deduce from
the past existence of the cult
of personality some kind of’
changes in the social order In
the U. 8. 8. R. or to look for
the source of this cult in the
naturea of the Soviet soclal
order. Both alternatives are
absojutely wrong, as they do
not accord with reality and
conflict with the facts, :

In spite of all the evil which
the persoanlity cult of Stalin
has done to the party and
the poeple it could not change
and has not changed the na-
ture of the social order,

Even Stalin was not big
enough to change the state.

No personality cult ecould
change the nature of the .So-
clalist state, based on pub-
lic ownership ‘of the means
of production, the unlon of
the working class and peas-’
antry, and the frlendship of
peoples, although this cult did
inflict serious damage on the
development of Soclalist dem- :
ocratism and the upsurge of
the creative ihitiative of the
millions. " :

To imagine that an individ-
ual personality, even such a
large one as Stalin, could
change our politico-soclal or-
der meana to enter into pro-
found contradiction with the
facts, with Marxism and with
truth and to give way to idecal- .
{sm, This would mean to at-
tribute to an individual per- .
sonaljty guch excessive and su-
pernatural powers as an abll-
ity to change the order of a
society and a social order in
which the many-million strong .

masses of working people ave -
the decisive force. o

As it is known, the nature of !
is i

the social-political regime
nature of
the means of production, to
whom the means of production
belong and in the hands of
what class political authority
is vested, The whole world
knows that in our counlry, as
a result of the October Revolu-

tion and the victory of social- [

fsm, the Soclalist means of
production have been consoll
dated and that for nearly forty
been in the hands of the
working class and peasantry.
Thanks to this, the Soviet
social regime is galning In
strength from year to year and,

{ts productive forces are grows

ing. This is a fact which even
pur ill-wishers cannot fail to
sdmit,

The consequences of the per-
sonalily cult weve, a3 is known,
certain serious mistales in the
leadership of various branches
of the party and Saviet state,
both in the internal life of the
Soviet country and in its for-
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of speech and of the press,

" freedom of consciousness and

elgn policy. One can, in parti-
cular, point to serious short- :

comings countenanced by Stalin
in the direction of agiriculture,
in organizing the country’s pre-
parédness to repel the Fascist
invaders, and in the gross ar-
bitrariness which led to a con-

flict with Yugoslavia of indi-.

vidual sides of the Soviet state’s
life, particularly in the last
years of I. V. Stalin's life, in
the development of Soviet so-
ciety, But, it goes without say-
ing, they did not divert it from
the correct road towards com-
munism,

Our enemies assert that the
personality cult of Stalin was

. not engendered by finite his-

torical conditions which have

" already sunk into the past but

by the Soviet system itself, by

what they consider to be its -

link to democratism and so on.
Such slanderous assertions are
vefuted by the entire history of
the development of the Soviet
state, The Soviet as & new

democratic form: of state au- '

thority arose as a result of the
creative revolutionary activity
of the broadest popular masscs

who had risen to the struggle -

for fresdom. They were and re-
main organs of genuine popular
authority, It iz precisely the
Soviet regime which created
the possibility of discerning the
immense creative energies of
the people.

World War II Tes;t Cl{ed
It set in motion inexhausti-

. ble forces inherent in the popu-

lar masses, . drew millions of

. people towards conscious direc-

tlon of the state, into creative
participation in the construc-
tion of socialism, In a histori-
cally short space of time the
Soviet state came out victorious
from the most difflcult of tests
and passed its baptism of five
in the World War II,

When the last exploiting
classes were liquidated in our
country, when sgocialism became
the dominant system in' the
entlre national economy, while
the International situation of
our country had radically
changed, the scope of Soviet
democracy has been incalcu-

- lably expanding and is contl-

nuing {o do so.
Unlike any kind of bourgeois
democracies, Soviet democracy

. not only proclaims the right of

. all members of Soviet society, |
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without exception, to work,
education and leisure, partici-
pation In state affaivs, freedom

also a real possibility for the
free development of personal
abilities and other democratic
rights and frecdoms, but also
insures them materjally.

The essence of democtacy
lies not in formal indications
but in whether the political
authority services and reflects
in act on the will and basle
intevests of tha majority of the
people and workers, The entire
internal and foreign policy of
the Soviet state proclaims the

 fact that our regime is a truly-

- party

democratic -populayr regime,

The highest aim of the Soviet
gtate is to vaise the popula-
tion’s living standards in every
respect and secure n peaceful
existence for its people.

A testimony to the further
development of Hovilet democ-
racy are the measures. which
are being put through for the
party and government for ex-
tending the rights and compe~
tence of union republics, the
strict adherence to law and re-
organization of the system of
planning wilh the aim of fos-
tering local initiative, activa-
ting work in local soviets and

" developing criticism and sell-

criticisin.

In spite and regandless of the
personality cult,. thie mighty
{nitlative of the popular musses
led by the Communist parly
and engendered by our regime :

has performed itg great historis:

cal task, overcoming all bar--
riers on the way to the con-
atruction of socialism, And in-
this the democratic nature of
the Soviet reglune finds its
highest expression. The ou{-
gtanding victories of sociallsm
in our country did not come of

. themselves, They were gained

thanks to the {remendous or-
ganizational and educational
work of the party and its loeal
bodies, thanks to the fuct that
the party has always brought
up its cadres and all Commu-
nists in a spirvit of loyalty to
marxism and leninism, in a
spirt of devotion {o the causa
of communism,

The Soviet sociely is slrong
{hrough an awarenes; of the
masses. Its historic destinles
were defermined auvid are still
heing determined by lhe crea-
tive labors of our historie work-

.ing class, our -glorious collec-

{ive farm peasantry aad popu-
lar intelligentsia,

For liguidating the conse-
gquences of the personality cult,
for restoring Bolshevik norms
of the party life and by deploy-
ing Socialist demmocracy, our
achieved a  further

gtrenglhening of ity ties with .
broad masses, vallied them stiil
closer under the great Lenin-
ist banncr
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The fact that the party itself
boldly and openly posed the
question of liguidating the per-
sonality - eult, the question of
inadmissible mistakes made by
Stalin, is a convincing testi-
maony that our parvty firmly
stands on guard for Leninism,
the cause of socialism and com-
munism, the maintenance of
Socialist law and interests of
the people, and the safeguard-
ing of the rights of Soviet citi-
zens, This 1y the best proof of
the force and viability of the
Soviet Socialist regime. It
speaks al the same time for
the determination to cradicate
to the end the consequences of
the personality cult and not al-
low mistakes of such a nature
to be repeated in the future.

The condemnation by our
party of the personality cult of
Stalin- and. its consequences

evoked the approval and wide
responsse of all brotherly Com- -
munist and Workers’' parties.
Noting the significance of the
Twentieth Paity Congress to
-the entire international Com-
munist arnd workers' move-
ment, the Communists of for-
eign rountnca regard the strug-
gle against the personality cult

and its consequences as a strug- i

gle for the purity of Marxist
and Leninist principles,. for a
creative approach to the solu-
tion of contemporary problems
of the international worlkers’
“movement, for
cand  fusler development of
puncxplns of proletarian intel-
nationalism.

In slatements of a number of

brotherly Communist parties, :

approval and support- is ex-
pressed  for- the  measures
against the personality cult’

carrvied out by our party. The
organ of the Central- Commit-
.tee of the Chinese Communist
parly, the People’s Daily, de-
scrihing the conch{;wns reach-
ed and discussing the decisions
" of the Twentieth Party Govern-
ment held by the Polithburo of
the Chinese Communist party,
says in an editorial entitled .
“rhistoric experience .of dicta-’
torship of proletariat:-
“The Communist party of the
Soviet Union, following Lenin’s
- behegts, deals seriously with
goma grave errors counhtenanced
y Stalin in directing Socialist
construction and
! quences they have provoked.
‘Because of the gravity of these
consequences, the Soviet party .

was faced with the need, while -

admitting the great services of
J. V. Stalin, to rsveal with all
‘urgency ths essence of the miis-
takes Stalin allowed to occur
and to urge the entire party te
beware of a vepetition of this,
and to urge it resolutely to|
“aradicats thie consequences en-|
gendered by these shoztcom-s
ings.”’ Lo 4

ity” affirmation -

the conse- when he asks whether Soviet |

. society has not reached i
tain forms of degeneration?’t '

correctly:

Chinese Red Backing Quoted

“The Conmirnunists of China
profoundly believe that after
sharp criticismm  developed at
the Twentieth Congress, all ac-
tive factors which were se-
verely vestricted in the past
because of certain political mis-
talces will indubitably be set in
motion everywhetre, that the

Communist party of the Soviet .

Union and the -Soviet people
will be united as never bhefore
in the struggle to build a great
Communist society as
before seen in history,
struggle for a stable
throughout the world.”
“The merit of the leaders of
the Soviet Communist party,”
reads a statement by the Polit-

in a

never .

peace -

buro of the French Communist

party, “lies in their having un-
dertaken to correct the mis-~
takes and shortcomings- con-
nected with the personality
cult, a fact that testifies to the
force and unity of the.great
party of Lenin, to the confi-

dence which it enjoys among :

the Soviet people, and swells
its authority among the inter-
national workers' movement.'

The gencral secretary of the
National Committee of the

" Unitegl States Communist paity,

Eugene. Dennis,
mendous
twentieth congress, states in
hig well known article: ‘““The
twentieth congress strength-

noting the tre-

prograss,
statge in the development of
gocialism and in the struggle
for peaceful coexistence which
started in the time of Lenin,
was pursued in subsequent year

“and is becoming more and more

effective and successful,’?

At the same time it should be
noted that when discussing the
question of the personality cult
a correct interpretation of thg
reasons which engendered it
has not always been given, For
instance, a substantial and in-
teresting interview given hy
Comrade
[Italian Communist leader] to

‘the magazine Nuovi Argumenti

significance of tha’

. encd universal peace and social ;
It marked a new

[Palmiro]l Togliatti .

contains, alongside many of the
most important and ¢orrect de-

ductions,
ones. One cannot, in particular,
agree with Comrade Togliattl

There are no foundations for
such a question. It ig all the
more incomprehensible because

pin another part of his interview

Comradé Togliattl, says quite
“Tt must be deduced
that the essence of the Socialist
regime was not lost, since none
of the preceding gaing werae
lost, nor did the regime. lose

also some incorrect :

“cer |

support of the working measses !

of workers, peasants and intels

" developed, grew in scope.and
became mass Commnunist par-.

lectuals who form Soviet soci-
ety. This support proves in it
self that, in spite of everything,
society retained itz main demo-
cratic character.”

And indeed without the sup-
port of the broadest popular
masses of the Soviet regime
for the policy of the Commu-
nist party, our country would
not have been able to create
in an unprecedentedly short
space of time a powerful So-
cialist industry or to carry out
collectivization
and it would have heen unable
to gain 4 victory in the World
War II, on whose outcome the
fate of all mankind rested.

As a result of the completa
route of Hitlerism, Itallan
fascism and Japanese militae
rism, the forces of the Com-
munist movement extensively

ties in Italy, France and other
capitalist countries. People’s
democracies were established
in a number of countries of
Kurope and Asia, a world sys-
tem of soclalism arose and was

! consgolidated, and the national

+ liberation movement which led

to the disintegration of the col-
onial system attained unprece-
dented successes.

v

The Soviet palty congress,
unmnmuusly approving the de-
cisions of tha party, which con-
demned the pergonality cult,
the Communists and all Soviet
people see in them a proof of
the increased force of our party,
its L.eninist adherence to prin-
ciples, its unity and integra-
tion. ‘A party of the revolu-
tionary proletariat,” V. I. Lenin
said, “Is sufficiently strong to
criticlze itself .openly, to call
mistakes and weaknesses by
their right names.’” Guided by
thls principle of Lenin’s, our

perty will continue to disclose

boldly, to criticlze openly and

to remove resolutely the mis-

takes and blunders in its work,”
The Central Committes con-
siders thet work accomplished
up to now by the party on the
elimination of the personality
cult and its consequences al-
ready” ha.ve given positive re-
sults,

Proceeding from the decisions
of the Twentisth Party Con-
gress, the Central Committes
urges all party organilzations:
‘Consistently adhere in all our
work to the most ,jmportant
tenets of Lenin's Marxist-Len«
Inist teachings of the people as
creatora of all the material
(several words fllegible) trans-
formations of soclety for the

- victory of communism,

Insistently to continue Lenin’s
principles of party leadership

of agricultura

Central Committee—the highest
principle of collective leader-
‘ship—to maintain the norm of
party life laid down by the
charter of our party for devel-
opment or criticism and self-
criticism,

To rve-establish fully the prin-
ciples of Soviet Socialist democ-
racy expressed in the Constitu-
tion of the Soviet Union, to
correct to the end the vidla-
tions of revolutlionary Socialist
law.

To mobilize our cadres and
all Communists as well as
broadcast to the mniasses of
workers the struggle for the
practical implementation of
tasks of the Sixth Five-Year
Plan, developing for this pur-
pose the creative initiative and
energies of masses—the  true
creators of history,

Ditticulties Said to Be Passed

The Twentleth Party Con-
gress lIndicated the most im-
portant feature of our era is
the conversion of ancialism into
& world systent, The most dif-
ficult period in the “develop-
ment and establishnient of so-
cialism is behind us, - Our So-
cialist country has ceased to be
an igolated island in an ocean
of capitalist states. At present
more than a third of entire.
mankind is building a new life
under the banner of socialism,
The ideas ot socialism pene-
trate the thoughts of many mil-

. lions of people of capilalist

., countries,

The "ideas of so-

. cialism imniensely influence the

- people of Asia,

pursued in past years by the

- parties’

Africa and
Latin America who are oppos-

Ang all forms of colonialism,

The decisions of the Twen-~
tioth Party Congress were re--
ceived’ by all advocates of
peace, socialism and in all’
democratic progressive circles
as an inspiring program for
consolidating universal peace, .
for the interest of working
people in the triumph of the
cause of socialism, :

Under contemporary condi-i'
tions, wide inspiring prospects
open up before the Communist
entire international
worlters’ movement to achieve -

- together within all peace-loving
* forces the prevention of a new

world war, to restrain monop-
olies and insure lasting peace |
and security for the people,

_gtop the armament race and

relieve the toilers of the heavy -
burden of taxation engendered
by it, defend democratic rights
and fzeedoma which ensure for

. workers a better life and hap-

py future,
It is précisely in this ths.t

mllliong of simple peopla of all
© countries of the world are vi-
i taly iInterested. The peaceful

policy and every new Buccess
of the Soviet Union, {Commun-’
nist] China and all other coun- |

_ b
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tries following the ruad to
socialism contribute to a great
extent to the successful solu-
tion of thene problems,

Under new historic condi-
tions, such international work-
ing class organizations as the
Comintern and Cominform
ceased thelr activities. It does
not follow from this that in-
ternational solidarity and the
need of contacts between rev-
olutionary and brotherly par-
ties which adopted the positions

of Marxism-Leninism have lost |

significance.

At the present time, when
forces of spcialism and the in-
fluence .of the ideas of soclal-
fsm have grown immeasurably
throughout the whole world,
when individual ways toward
gocialism are becoming appar-

. ent in various countries, Marx-

jst parties and the working
clags must naturally retain and.
gtrengthen ideological unity of
International brotherly solidari-

| ty in the struggle against the
- threat of a new war and in the

struggle against the unpopular
forces of monopoly and capital,
which arve striving to suppress
all revolutionary progressive
movements.

Communist priitles are united -

by the great aim of liberating
the working class from the op-
|” pression of capital.
" united Into one by loyalty to
" the scientiflo ideology of Marx~
ism-Leninjsm, by the spirit of
_proletarian
and boundless devotion to the
interests of the popular masses.
In their activity under con-
temporary conditions the Com-
munist parties proceed from

conditions of every country,
and are expressing with the

interests of their peoples. At
the same time, realizing that
the struggle tor the interesta
of the working class, for peace
and 'nationdl’ 1ndependence of
thelr countries, i3 a matter of
“the whole infernational pro-
[ ‘letariat, they rally together and
strengthen their ties and coop-
eration among themselves.

'The -Ideologlcal undnimity
and bibtherly

cause capitilist monopdlies are
creating their own fnternation-
al aggressive uniong and: blocs

gimilar: to' NATO, SEATO and ',
‘the ~BagHdad Pact, almsd

They are .

the national peculiarities in the .

greatest fullness the national '

solidarity of .
‘Marxist -parties of -the work-/i
“Ing class of various countriés
“is- all the more necessary “he- !

.

"countries,

against ‘peace-loving nations,
against the national-liberation
movement, against the working
class, and the vital interests
of the toilers.

While the Soviet Union has
done much and is continuing
to do much for the reduction
of international tension—and
this is acknowledged now by
everyhody — American monopo-
list capitdl at the same time
continues appropriating large
sums for intensifying subver-
sive activity in the Socialist
At the helght of the
‘cold war,” as it is known,
the American Congress . offi-
cinlly (in addition to funds
belng mpent unofficially) allo-
cated $100,000,000 for the pur-

! poses of subversive activity in

internationalism, -

the countries of people’s de-
mocracy and the Soviet Unlon.

Now, when the Soviet Union
and other Socialist countries
are doing. everything possible
to reduce international tension,
the adherents of the ‘‘cold
war' are trying to activize the
‘‘cold war,” which is con-
demned by the peoples of the
whole world. This is shown by

‘the decision of the American
Senate on an additional appro-

priation of $25,000,000 for sub-
versive actlvity, which is cyn-
ically being called ‘‘an encour-
agement of freedom beyond the
Iron Curtain.”

We muset goherly sappraise
this fact and d.aw relevant de-
ductlons from it, It is clear,
for instance, that the anti—peo-
ple's demonstl ations in Poznan
were paid from this source.
However, ths provocateurs and
the diversionists, who were paid
from the overseas funds, had
only enough courage fox a few
hours,

The workers of Poznan re-
buiffed the enemies’ sallies and
provocations, The plans of the
dark gentry of the “cloak and
dagger” failed, 8o did their

foul provocation apainst the

people’s authorily in Poland.
Subversiva actlvities in the
People’'s Democracies will also
continue to fail in the future,
although such actions are gen-
erously pald for from monies
appropriated by American mo-
nopolists, One can say that
this money is being spent for
nothing.

Careless Attltude Opposed

All this demonstrates . that
one must not show a careless
attitnda ‘toward the new ma-
chinations -of the imperlalist

6

agents, who are trying to pgne-
trate into Socialist countries
for the purpose of undermining
the achievemeuts of the work-
ers, The forces of imperialist
reaction are attempting to di-
vert the workers from the cor-
rect path of the struggle for

| their interests, to poison their

souls with lack of confidencs in
the success of the cause of so-
cialism.

Contrary to all the machina-
tions of the ideoclogists of the
capltalist monopoly, the work-
ing class, led by the experi-
enced Communist vanguard,
which march on its road, which
has led to the historie achieve-
ments of socialism, and -will
lead to new victories of the
cause of peace, democracy and
socialism. One can be confi-
dent that the Communist and
worlkers parties of all coun-
tries -will raige their glorious
Marxist banner of prolefarian
intermationalism even higher.

. The Sovlet people are justly
proud that Our Motherland
wag the first to chart the path

* to gocialism. Now, when social-

{sm hasg become a world Bys-
tem, when brotherly coopera-
tion and mutual assistance
have been establishied between
Socialist countries, new favor-
able conditions have developed
for the flourishing ot Soclalist
demoeracy, for the further con-
golidetion of the material-pro-
duction base of -communism,
the steadfast upsurge of the
standard of living of the work-
ers, for all round development
of the personality of a new
man—builder of the Communist
society.

Let the bourgeois ideologists
concoct fables aboul ‘‘crises”
of communism, and about ¢
“‘confusion’” in the ranks of
the Communist party. We are |
used to hearing such incanta-
tions by the enemies. Their
forecasts always burst like
soap bubbles. Luckless fore-
casters like these have come
and gone but the Communist
movement, - the immortal and
life-giving ideas of Marxism-
Leninism triumphed aund are
continuing to triumph. This
will also be the case in the
future. No foul, slanderous at-
tacks of our enemies can stop
the irresistable trend of his-
torical development of man-
kind toward communism.

THa CENTRAL COMMIDTER OF THE
CoMmUNIST PARTY OF THB So-
. vIer UuioN, 30 June 1656,
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Pravda, 3 July (as broadcast by radio)

Pravda has published the decision of the Central Com-
mlttee of the CPSU "On Overcoming the Personality Cult and
Its Consequences." This document, which is of great politi-
cal theoretical slgnificance, gilves a vivid plcture of the
mighty upsurge of creative initiative and revolutionary
energy which has been evoked by the historic decisions of
the 20th CPSU Congress in the ranks of our Party and all
of the Soviet people, in the ranks of the fraternal Commu-
nist and workers parties.

On the basis of a Marxist-Leninist analysis of the
most important phenomena of international and internal 1life
and the activity of the Party in the present epoch, in this
deciglon the CPSU Central Committee glves clear answers to
the problems presented by 1ife and directs the efforts of
the Party and the people toward the solution of the most
Important problems set forth by the 20th CPSU Congress.

The Central Committee of the CPSU notes with satisfac-
tion, the decigion states, that the decisions of the hig-
torlc 20th CPSU Congress have met with the full approval
and ardent support of the whole of our Party, all of our
people, the fraternal Communist and workers parties, the
working people of the great commonwealth of Soclalist coun-
trles, and milliong of people in capitalist and colonial
countries. ' .

This 1is understandable because the 20th Congress, which
marks a new stage in the creative development of Marxism-
Leninism, has given a thorough analysis of the pregent inter-
national and internal sltuation, has armed the Communist
Party and all the Soviet people with a majestic plan for a
further struggle for the bullding of communism, and has
opened new prospects for the jJoint actlon of all parties
of the working class for the elimination of the threat of
another war and for the interests of the working people.

A very short period has elapsed since the 20th Cangress
of the Party, but even during this short period the great
life-giving force of 1ts decisions have found concrete mani-
festation in the new successes of the Soviet people in all
sectors of Communist construction. The Soviet people have
rallied still more closely around the Communist Party, their
leader.
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They are fully determined to carry out in the future
too the wilse Leninlst policy of the Party, the policy of
a further consolidation of the might of the Socialist
Fatherland, the policy of peace and cooperation with all
countries.

The decisions of the 20th CPSU Congress and the suc-

- cegses of our Party and the Soviet people in the course of
thelr practical realization are in the center of attention
of the world public. Whlle the program for the struggle

for the stabllization of peace and the yital interests of
the people--set by the 20th Congress--was greeted with
satlsfaction and aroused great inspiration among the work-
1ng people of all countries, 1t has given rigse to alarm

and rancor in the camp of the enemies of the working class.
The reactlonary circleg of the United Statesand several
other capitalist countriles are clearly perturbed by the
increased influence of the ldeas of gocialism, by the actlye
and conslatent struggle of peace-loving peoples for a lessen-
ing of international tension and for the strengthening of
the cause of peace.

In the decision of the CP3SU Central Commlttee, 1t 1s
polnted out that lately the bourgeoils press has launched
an extenalve, slanderous anti-Soviet campaign which the
reactionary clrcles are trylng to base on certaln facts
connected wlth the condemnation by the CPSU of the cult of
Jd. V. Stalin. ‘

By organlzing this campalgn the enemles of sociallsm
are makling every effort to weaken the power of attraction of
the decilsions of the 20th CPSU Congress in order to distract
the attention of the working class and 1ts Party from the
Important tasks set by the 20th Congress. They are resort-
ing to all sorts of tricks and devices in order to distort
the pollcy of the Communist Party, in order to cast a shadow
on the great 1deas of Marxiem-Leninism, in order to under-
mine the trust of the working people in the first Socialist
country 1n the world, the USSR, and in order to sow confusion
in the ranks of the international Communist and workers!
movement., g

The 1ldeologlsts of the bourgeoisie, by launching various
slanderous inventions in regard to the cult of personality,

are trying to conceal the fact that what 1s involved is a
stage that already has been covered, But they will not

8
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gucceed in distorting the truth, in falsifying history!

The whole world knows the persistence and determination

with which the Communist Party and the Soviet Government

are liquidating the congequences of the personality cult

and are successful implementing (great) tasks in the interests
Oof the strengthening of peace and the building of Communi sm,
in the interests of the broad masses of the people.

The CPSU Central Committee Stresses in its decigion
that, in its criticism of the personality cult, 'the Party
proceeds from the principles of Marxism—Leninism, from the
premise of Marxist-Leninist theory 1n regard to the role
of the masses, parties, and individuals in history.

As 18 well known, at the 20th CPSU Congress, the queg-
tion of the cult of the personality and 1te consequences
were examined in detall. The bold and principled criti-
¢lam of the cult of personality, developed on the initiative
of the Central Commlttee, was supported by the whole of our
Party and the entire Soviet pecple. It was clear testimony
of the strength and the might of our Party and of the Soviet
soclalist society. Only a Party nurtured on the revolutionary
principles of Marxism-Leninism, which expressges the basic
interests of the people and which enjoys their boundless
gupport, could act so boldly and with such fortitude.

The Party has congidered that, although its statement
against the cult of the person of Stalin would evoke certaln
temporary difficulties, in the long run--consldering the
bagic interests and the final objectlves of the working
class-~it would produce great and pos;tive regultas,

Thls also serves ag a firm guarantee that any such mani-
featations as the cult of personallty can neyer reappear 1in
our Party and country and that henceforth the leadership
- of the country by the Party will be carried out collectively,
on the basis of Marxist-Leninist policy, with the active
and creatiye participation of millions of workers,

Millions of people, both in our country and abroad,
studying the decisions of the CP8U Central Committee, will
find in them exhaustive explanatlions of the causes which .
led to the emergence and the gpread of the cult of the per-
Sonallty, and they wilil approve all the decilsions which
have been and are belng carried out by the Communist Party
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and ‘1ts Central Committee to overcome the cult of person-
ality and its consequences. The CPSU Central Committee has
profoundly analyzed both the objectlive conditions which led
to the spread of the personality cult and the subjective
factors connected with the personal features of Stalin,

the negatiye nature of which has been pointed out by Lenin.

The Soviet people are reading the decislons of the
20th CPSU Congresa. This 20th Party Congress and the en-
tire policy of the Central Committee since Stalin's death
clearly show that, within the Central Commlttee of the
Party, there existed a nucleus of Leninist leaders who cor-
rectly understood the immediate requirements of both internal
and foreign policies. Immediately after Stalin's death,
- the Leninist nucleus of the Central Commlittee began a deter-
mined struggle against the personality cult and 1ts wretched
consequences. The positive results of this struggle are
having a beneficial influence on the entire multilateral
actlvity of our people.

The enemies of soclalism.affirm that the cult of the
person of Stalin has resulted not from definite historic
conditions which are already part of the past but from the
Soviet system. Such slanderous agsertlons are denled by
the entire history of the development of the Soviet State.

‘[ A long, difficult, and glorious road has been covered
- by our Motherland under the leadershlp of the Communist
Party. It was the first country in the world to pave the

- way to soclalism for mankind. It had to overcome age-old
economic, cultural, and technical backwardness; 1t had to
build soclalism under conditions of severe struggle agalnst
the class enemies and their agents wilthin the country as
well as agalnst the intrigues of international imperialist
~reaction. :

' For more than a quarter of a century, the land of the

" Soviets, like a besleged fortress, found 1tself in condi-
tlong of capltalist enclrclement and under a constant threat
of Imperialist aggression. The complex internatlional and
internal situation required iron dlsclpline and the strictest
‘centralization of leadership. Under such conditions it was
necegsary to impose certain limitations on democracy which
were jJustifled by the logic of the gtruggle of our people

1In conditions of capitalist encirclement. . .
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Historic experience shows that all the difficultles
and obstacles on the road to the building of soclalism were
overcome. As a result of the herolc efforts of the Soviet
people and the Communist Party, our country took a gigantilc
leap forward in its economic and cultural development and
became a mighty Socialist state. The world wide historic
succegges of soclalism in the Soviet Unlon have marked the
triumph of the Leninist general line of the Party.

The strength and yvitality of the Soviet soclalist order
and its superiority over the bourgeois order have been
proved by the unprecedented tempo of the economic and cul-
tural development of our country. The Soviet order has
gset into motion the inexhaustible forces of the masses of
the people. It has involved millions of people in the
atruggle for socialism. Soyliet socilety has the strength of
the consciousness of the masses. Its fate 1s determined by
the congtructive labor of the heroic working class, the col-
lective farm peasantry, and the people's intelllgentsia.

It 18 this which demonstrates that the Sovlet order has
emerged with honor from the most difficult trials both 1n
peace and war. .

Today the Central Committee and our entire Party are
concentrating theilr main effort on carrylng out the declsions
of the 20th CPSU Congress, which conftain a detailed program
for the further strengthening of the Soviet order, for the
development of its economy and culture, for the constant
improvement of the well-belng of the workers and the all-
around development of soclallst democracy. Toward this end
are directed the measures belng carried out by the Party
and the Government for the broadening of the rights and
the competence of the Unilon Republics, for the strictest _
observance of the law, for the reorganization of the planning
system, for the development of local initlative for the actl-
vization of activities of the local Soviets and for the
development of criticismg and self-criticlem. .

- Basing 1tself on the decisions of the 20th Party Con-
gress, the CPSU Central Committee appeals to the Party
organizationg: conslstently to obsgerve in all thelr work
the most 1mportant postulate in the teaching of Marxlam-
Leninism on the people ag the makers of hilstory and the
creators of all the material and spiritual riches of mankind;
on the decigive role of the Marxlst party in the revolutlonary

11
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struggle for the reorganization of society and for the vic-
tory of communism; persistently to continue the work car-
ried on in the past years by the Central Committee of the
Party by the strict observance in all Party organizations,
from top to bottom, of the Leninist principle of Party
leadership and, above all, of the highest principle, that
of collective leadership; the observance of the norms of
Party 1ife as determined by the charter of our Party, and
the development of criticism and self-criticism.

To reestablish fully the principles of Soviet socialist
democracy as expressed 1n the constitution of the Soviet
Unilon and to correct fully all infringements of revolutionary
goclialist legality; to mobilize our cadres, all the Commu-
nists, and the broadest masses of the workers in the struggle
for the practlical reallzation of the tasks of the Sixth
Flve Year Plan, developing by every means the creative
Initlative and the energy of the masses who are the true
makers of history.

The declslong of the CPSU Central Commlttee on the
abolition of the cult of personality and 1ts consequences
are of the greatest international importance. This docu-~
ment shows the extent of the reactions and the approval of
all the fraternal Communist and workers parties 1in regard
to the historle decilsions of the 20th CPSU Congress. It
also polnts out that the fraternal parties are learning
in good time of the maneuvers of the enemles of socilallam,
who are attempting to introduce confuslon into the ranks
of the international Communist and workers movement, and
that they are showing a worthy resistance.

At presgent, when the forces of soclallsm have immeasur-

ably increased, when soclalism has become a world system,

and wh2n the variety of roads to socialism 1n the various
countries are becomlng apparent, the Marxist partles of

the workilng class must naturally preserve and gtrengthen
thelr international fraternal solidarity 1in the struggle
agalnst the threat of a new war, agalnst the antipopular
forces of monopoly capital which are striving to suppress

all revolutlonary and progresgive movement.

In particular, such a fact as the U.S. Senate's allo-

cation of large sume for subverslve activities in the coun-
tries of socilalism and the infamous provocatlon of the
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imperialist agents in Poznan, directed against the people's
rule, show that 1t 1s impossible to permit carelessness in
the face of the new intrilgues of the imperiallst agents

who are striving to penetrate into the socialist countries
in order to cause damage to the workers and undermine thelr
achlevements. .

Our Motherland, which was the first to pave the way
to soclalism, today 1s in the full flower of its creatlve
forces. The Soviet people, armed with the historic decisions
of the 20th CPSU Congress and consolidated around the Commu-
nist Party, are advancing flrmly and confidently. In the
closest unity with the Soviet Unlon, under the banner of
soclalism, inspired by the Marxilst-Leninist doctrine, the
great People's China and all the countries of People's Demo-
cracy are bullding a new life. The ldeas of peace, demo-
cracy, and soclaliem have the support of many millions of
workers 1n the capitallst, colonial, and dependent countrles.

No angry or slanderous attacks by our enemlies will suc-

ceed 1n halting the inviolable progress of the historic
development of mankind toward communilsm.

13
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Pravda, © July, (as broadcast by radio), excerpt

The enemies of socialism have frequently made the allega-
tion agailnst our Party that, as a result of the establishmerit
of the political domination of the working class in our country,
the basls of democracy was undermined., In reallty, however,
the political domination of the working class 1s the only means
for the defense of all the workers from the yoke of capiltalilsm,
from the coercion of the bourgeoisie, from imperialilst wars,
from class and natlonal enslavement and for the insurance of
a real people's rule. *

The hilstorlc experlence of the Soviet Union confirms this K
convincingly. The Sovlet reglme has set into motion lnnumerable
forces inherent 1n the popular masses. It introduced millilons
of people to a consclous administration of the state, to the
bullding of socialism. At a certain phase the complicated
international and Internal situatlon in which our people had
to llve demanded 1lron discipline, a constant acceleration of
vigllance, the strictest centralization of leadership.

As noted in the decision of the CPSU Central Committee on
the overcoming of the cult of the indlvidual and 1ts conscguences,
this could not but have had a negative effect on the development
of certaln democratlic forms, In the course of the obdurate
struggle agalinst the whole world of imperialilsm, our country
had to 1ntroduce certaln restrictlons of democracy Justifiled
by the loglc of the struggle of our people for soclallsm under
the conditions of capitalist encilrclement. But even then these
regtrictions were consldered temporary by the Party and people,
due to be elimlnated wilth the strengthening of the Soviet State
and the development of soclalism throughout the world.

In spilte of a certain restriction of some democratic forms
caused by the compllicated sltuation, the Soviet regime from
the flrst days of 1ts exlstence consisted of a higher degree
of democracy than any bourgeols democratlc country. This is
understandable because in contrast to the (bourgeois)
democratilc countrles, under the Soviet regime authority i1s
practiced 1n the interests of the maJority of the population,

Stendlly reallzing Lenin's national policy, the Communist
Party be-ame the Insplrer and organizer of the friendship of the
Soviet pioples. It is in the USSR that for the flrst time, not
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formally but in actual fact, the equality of the nationalities
has been insured. To all members of the soclety without
exceptlon the right to work, to education and leisure, to
participate in state affailrs, the freedom of speech, of press,
of consclence, as well as real opportunities for the develop-
ment of 1ndividual abilities, and all other democratic rights

and liberties, have been insured.

In the recent years the Party has adopted new measures
for the development of the democratic foundations of our
goclety's life., These measures include the extension of the
rights and competence of the Union Republics, the strengthening
of the soclallst legilslation, the reconstruction of the
planning system for the purpose of releasing local Initiative,
the development of criticism and self-criticism. The task is
now to develop Soviet soclallst democratism as before and with
all persistency, and vo induce an ever increasing number of
workers to active participation in state administration.

Our soclalist state owes all 1lts successes to the leader-
ship of the Communist Party. Sometimes 1t 1s asked: Why doeg
only one party exlst in the USSR? A multitude of parties is
inherent in a soclety wilth different clasges and different
Interests: thils 1s primarily lnnerent in a bourgeols soclety,
where there are antagonilstic classes. Before the Revolution
there were many partiles in Russia. There was a party of
capitallsts, a party of landowners, a party wlth the loud-sounding
name of the Soclalilst-Revolutionary Party and others. And there
exlsted a party of the working class, the Communist Party founded
by the great Lenlin. This party succeeded in ralsing the workers
to the struggle apalinst the capitalists and landlords, against
the Tsarist regilme. Under 1ts leadership the Great October
Soclalist Revolutilon was carried out.

The Communist Party has shown in fact, 1n the experience
of 1ife, that 1t 1s thils and no other party which represents
the workling class and defends 1ts interests. The petty
bourpgeols partles, the Social-Revolutionaries, Mansheviks,
Anarchists and thelr like, went bankrupt and exposed themselves
In the eyes of the masses as helpers of the bourgeolsie. It 1is
for this reason that the Russilan workers, who came out victorious
in. the October Revolution under the leadership of the Communist
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Party, entrusted to 1t the helm of the country's adminilstration,
From year to year the confidence of the people 1n the Communlst
Party and thelr love for the Communist Party continued to grow

in strength; with the Party leadlng 1t farther and farther still,
along the road of bullding soclalism.

At present time, as a result of the victory of sociallsm,
a new homogeneous soclety has been created 1n the Soviet Union
which 1s devoid of any hostlle classes, of any soclal groups
whose interests fail to coilncide. Therefore there 1s no soclal
ground in the Soviet soclety for the origination and existence
of other than the Communlst Party.

Some people abroad are interested 1n having in the USSR
artificlally created non-communist parties, financed by foreign
capltal and serving its interests. But the Soviet people have
no need of such parties. The Soviet people enforce thelr social
forms on no one; nelther do they intend to adopt any allen
soclial forms. Thls does not mean, of course, that in other
countrles proceeding along the road of soclalism other workers
partles should not, under certaln hlstorical condltions, be
given the opportunity of taking part in fthe adminlistration--on
the condltlon that the leading role 1s assured for the revolu-
tlonary Marxist Party which expresses the interests of the
working clase 1n the most conslstent manner.

As for our country, the Communist Party was, 1s, and will
be the one and only ruler of thoughts, the one to express the
ideas and hopes of the people--thelr leader and organlzer
throughout thelr entire struggle for communism. Armed with the
Marxist-Leninlst theory, strong 1n its unity, solidarity, and
discipline, unsurpassed 1n 1its skill to organize the millions
of the masses and to gulde them correctly in a difficult sltua-
tlon, the Communist Party has been, from the flrst days of the
. Sovliet State, confidently steering the ship of our state and
soclal life toward communlsm,

Addressing the. Nlnth Party Congress in March 1920, V. I.
Lenin said:s "It was only because the Party was on guard, be-
caugse 1t was strictly dlsclplined, because the Party authority
unlted all departments and institutions, because scores,
hundreds, thousands, and then mlillions of people responded fto
the signal given by the Central_ Committee, and because un-
precedented sacrifices were made, that the miracle which has
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happened could have happened, Only because of thls were we
able to win against the twofold, threefold, and fourfold
attacks of the entente imperialists, and of the i1mperilalilsts
of all the world."

Whenever the country was 1n danger, whenever sacrifices
were required and privations suffered, whenever new difficult
tasks faced the country the Communists were the first to rush
ahead, meeting the difficulties, carrying with them the broad
masses, and 1inevitably scoring a victory. To be where the
fate of the revolution 1s declded, the fate of soclalism,
the fate of communist constructlon, has become a law to the
Communlst. Thus it was durlng the years of the Civil War and
foreign 1nterventlion when many a son of our Party lost his
life in the struggle agalnst the enemy but would not pilve up
the galns of the Revolution.

Thug 1t was durlng the perlod of restoration when under
the difficult conditions of the New Economic Pollcy Communlsts
were 1In the advanced ranks of the obdurate struggle against
the class enemy. ‘

Thus 1t was durlng the years of the country's soclalist
Industrialization and the collectivization of agriculture
when Communists went in- large groups to the construction sites
and in the face of the furlous hatred and flerce reslstance
off the class enemy 1nsured the fulfillment of the Party's
asslignments., Thus 1t was during the years of the (Great PFather-
land War when the Party directed 1ts best forces to the military
fronts and to the declsive sectors of the rear. .

The leadling role of our Party emerged with even greater
force durlng recent years, when on the Ilnitlative of the Central
Commlttee of the CPSU the vast measures almling at a new develop-
ment of the economy, at the liquidation of the backwardness of
a number of branches of our natlonal economy, and primarily
agriculture, and at the acceleration of the pace of cultural
construction began to be put into practice.

In accordance wlth the Instructions of the local Party
organsg, primary organlzations of the Party have sdquarely turned
to face the concrete tasks of economlc constructlion, begun
making a more profound study of the economy and technology of
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production, to delve actively into the state of affairs at
enterprises, collective farms, MTS, and state farmsa. Tens of
thousands of Communists have voluntarily left for work in MTS,
state farms, and collective farms and have by their untiring
organizational work played a singularly important role in
ralsing agriculture which was begun in the recent period as
1s continulng to grow steadily.

Never will the patriotic efforts of our youth who on the
call of the Party have gone to the eastern areas by the hundreds
of thousands to reclaim the new lands and the projects of the
Sixth Flve Year Plan be erased from the memories of the Soviet
people. The ralsing of the level of the leading work of the
Party and all 1ts local organlzatlions 1is the true road to new
successes in the struggle for the further strengthening of the
Sovlet Soclalist State, for the upsurge of industry and agri-
culture, for the growth of the well-being and culture of the
workers. Our Party is boldly leading us along this road, for
it unites 1n 1ts ranks the most progressilve, the most consclousn
and organized section of the Soviet people; for 1t is insepar-
ably bound wlth the broadest masges of the workers.
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POLAND

Trybuna Ludu, 11 July

The resolution of the CPSU Central Committee on the over-
coming of the cult of the individuwal and its consequences has
found a wide response not only in the Socialist camp but 1in
the entire international worklng class movement and in all our
fraternal parties. For 1t concerns basic problems-~-the essence”
of the Socialist system and its victorious struggle agailnst
distortions connected with the cult of Stalin.

Thls momentous document signifies a further progress of
gself~criticism and improvement, brought about in the 1ife of
the Soviet Union and 1n the actlvity of the entire International
working class movement by the 20th CPSU Congress. It 1s one
more Soviet contribution to the fraternal discusslon now going
on 1n all Communist and workers parties. That 1s why 1t was
greeted by them wlth appreclation.

"This document seems to me an exceptionally important
contribution to the elucidation of problems which have been
put forward by the international working class and Communist
movement 1n connectlon with the criticism of Stalin's activity.
Formulated at the 20th CPSU Congress,"Comrade Togliatti said.

The enemles of Socialism have unleashed a flerce propa-
ganda campaign round this discussion. The main aim of this
campalgn 1s to whiltewash the incurably diseased capitalilst
system through an attempt to "prove" that the dlstortlons of
the Stalin period, in whose removal the CPSU has been effectively
engaged for 3 years, allegedly stemmed from the Soviet gystem
1tself. But if it were 80, how can one explain the fact that
the CPSU leaders have themselves with Communist courage made
public these distortions and declared an lnexorable struggle
against them?

The instigators of this slander campalgn from the other
alde of the Atlantic carefully avold giving an answer to this

question. For the answer given to this question by the CPSU 1in
deeds and in works clearly shows that the distortions of the
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Stalin period not only did not stem from the Socilalist system,
but were an overgrowth which was harmful and alien to the
essence of this system.

"The courageous and merciless self-criticism in the problem
of the cult of personality,'as Pravda rightly points out, "is
a new, telling expression of the vigor and power of our Party,
of the vigor and power of the Soviet Soclalist system.

The CPSU Central Committee was aware of the fact that the
open admisslon of the errors committed would result in certain
negative consequences, providing easy prey for the enemies of
Communism. But these difficulties will be of a passing chara-
ter and willl be absolutely incomparable wlth the enormous,
positive results which correspond to the most vital interests
of the working class., ‘ '

For does not the courageous and uncompromising unmasking
of all negative manifestatlons connected with the cult of Stalin
create the best guarantee agalnst any possible repetition of
these severe distortions in the future? For does it not
create a solid foundation for the development of inner party
democracy, collective leadershilp, and all-round development
of Sovlet democracy, based on an active and creative partici-
pation of the masses in governing their own country?

The resdution of the CPSU Central Committee contains a
more extensive answer than the documents of the 20th CPSU
Congress to the question how in conditlons of the Soviet
Soclallst system the cult of Stalin, with all 1ts severe con-
sequences, could have originated and spread. The Soviet
comrades are thus not only analysing the subjectlve factors
connected with the personal tralts of Stalin, but above all
the historical conditions in which the USSR was bullding
Soclalism,

The exceptionally difficult and complex international
and internal situation of the USSR--a fortress encircled by
the enemy--requlred an iron discipline and centralization cof
leadershlp, which exerted a negative influence on the develop-
ment of Soclalist democracy. But already at that time,
emphasizes the resolution, the-Party and the nation regarded
these restrictions as temporary ones,

22

Approved For Release 2003/08/11 : CIA-RDP78-02771R000200380003-3



Approved For Release 2003/08/11 : CIA-RDP78-02771R000200380003-3

The resolution of the CPSU Central Committee emphatically
stresses the harm done to Socialist construction and to the
development of democracy within the Party and in the Soviet
State by Stalin's erroneous thesis on the sharpening of the
class struggle with the progress of the Socialist construction
in the USSR. This document states that this thesis was correct
only with regard to the gilven stages of the transition period.
While in practice, in conditlons created by the victory of '
Socialism, it served to Justify mass repressions and the most
brutal infringements of Socialist legality.

The resolution of the CPSU Central Committee sheds light
on the situation which made 1t difficult forthe Leninist core of
the Central Committee to come out against Stalin and to wage
a struggle agalnst the unlawful acts which were being committed
at that time. In conditions in which in spilite of Stalin's
errors the natlon was 1in hard toil pushing forward Socialist
construction, steps against Stalin would not have met with the
~support of the natilon.

In conditions 1n which the successes of Soclalist construc-
tlon were most closely linked in the consciousness of the nation
with the name of Stallin any step agailnst Stalln would have been
understood as a step against the cause of Socialism itself, as
an extremely dangerous, 1n condltions of capitalist encirclement,
undermining of the unlty of the Party and of the whole state,
Immediately after the death of Stalin the Leninist core of the
Central Commlittee started a determined struggle agalnst the
cult of the individual and 1ts severe consequences,

"It 18 evident,' the closing part of the respective part of
the resolution reads,'%hat all this explains, but by no means
Justifles, the cult of J. V. Stalin and i1ts consequences which
have been so sharply and justly condemned by our Party."

The resolutlon of the CPSU Central Committee categorically -
refutes the thesls that as a result of the cult of personallty
and the distortions connected with 1t, the Socialist character
of the Sovliet soclal system, whose foundatlons are social owner~
ship of the means of production, the worker-peasant alllance,
and friendship among nations, has changed

03
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The cult of the indlvidual, the breaches of legality,
have done great harm to the development of Soclalist democracy
and hampered the creative initiative of the masses. The cult of
Stalin, who found himself above any criticism, led to serious
errors and neglect in the management of agriculture. In pre-
paring the country to face Nazi invasion, it led to brutal
arbltrariness which resulted in a conflict with Yugoslavia.

All these errors, although they have done great harm to
the State and hampered the development of the vital forces of
the Soviet community, were unable, however, to divert this
community from the baslic road of development towards Communism.

We know from communiques and press articles, from reports
by people returning from the Soviet Unlon, that in recent years
great transformatlons toward the democratizatlon of l1life, the
congsolldatlion of Socialist legallty, the improvement of the
living standards of the working people, transformations being
lmplemented by the Party and the government consistently,
step by step, in accordance with the principle of the unity
between works and deeds, between theory and practice, have
been taking place in the USSR.

Thls finds 1ts expression in the development of Soviet
democracy, in the steps being undertaken by the Party and
the government with a view to extending the rights and powers
of the Union Republics, to insuring strict observance of
legality, to stimulating local initilative, to enlivening the
actlveness of local Soviets, as well as to stimulating criti-
clism and self-criticilsm.

Would' 1t have been posslble to reclaim through administra-
tlve means 33 million hectarés of virgin land during about two
- years? It was possible to implement this enormous task, as
Pravda rightly emphasizes, only owing to the consciousness, full
initiative,and heroic labor of the people's masses,

The resolution of the CPSU Central Commlttee cltes state-
ments of the fraternal Communist and workers parties and of
thelr 1ndividual leaders concerning the 20th Congress. Worthy
of note are the polemical accénts in the appralsal of the
interview with Comrade Togliatti, :
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As far as thils polemic 1s concerned, worth stressing 1is
the fact that on both sides 1t 1s characterized by the most
friendly exchange of views between comrade Communists, an
exchange which not only does not weaken but strengthens
proletarian internationalism and the profound organic unilty
of the international working class movement.

The concluding part of the resolution of the CPSU Central
Committee contains an appeal to all Party organizations
steadlly to 1lmplement the political, organizational, and
economlc directives of the 20th Congress. The resolution points
out that in condlitions of the transformation of Socialism into
a world system, new inspiring prospects of victories in the
struggle for peace and Soclalism are being opened up before
the internatlipnal worklng class movement,

The diversity of roads leading to Socialism in varilous
countrles 1is taking shape, but, at the same time, the
international brotherhood and solidarity of our movement are
becoming of especilal importance. "In their activity in the
_present conditions," says the resolution, "all Communist Parties
take as thelr starting point the 1ndilvidual national tralts and
conditions of each country, and express as fully as possible

the national interests of thelr peoples.”

Bearing in mind that the struggle for the interests of
the working class, for peace and national 1ndependence of thelr
countries 1s at the same time the cause of the entire inter-
natlional proletariat, they are merging thelr efforts and
gtrengthenlng thelr mutual bonds and cooperation.

This solidarity in the struggle for common aims we use to
oppose the maneuvers of the advocates of the cold war, who are
relentlessly engaged 1n attempts at sowing divisilon in
Socialist countries.

The new document of the CPSU Central Committee will
undoubtedly be of great importance for discussion and practlcal
- activity which draw thelr strength from the Leninigt ideas
of the 20th Congress. The artlcle reprinted by us from Pravda's
July 8 issue, entitled "The Soviet, Truly People's System 18
Lasting and Unbreakable," 18 an essential commentary to this
resolution,
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The resolution of the CPSU Central Committee should be
carefully studled by every Party member. Qur Party and working
class, together with the whole international working class
movement, will do thelr best to draw all the concluslons from
thls document which correspond to our tasks in the struggle for
the development of people's democracy and the victory of
Soclallsm.
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HUNGARY

Szabad Nep, 3 July (as broadcast by radio)

Attempts at disrupting the unity of the Party have gained
ground recently. After the events of the past few days the
majority of Party members expected the Central Committee to
deflne 1ts attitude., After the 20th CPSU Congress profound
changes were set in motion in Hungary. Collective leadership
- 18 asserting itself more and more in the Party, and communist

‘crlticism and self-criticism are coming into full play in
Party organlzations, factories, villages and offices., Workers
~criticize the faults of Party work, and the shortcomings of
the state and economic adminlistration ever-more boldly, and
submit clever and competent proposals to remedy them,

Our Party and Government have rehabilltated our comrades
who were condemned unjustly, granted large-scale amnesty to
‘others who were sentenced for political crimes, and have taken
firm measures to enforce soclalist legality., Acting on the
proposal of the Central Committee, the Government has already
taken various steps to eliminate bureaucracy from administration;
the fleld of competence of managers and local counclls has been
widened and thelr economic independence increased,

Those  frultful debates which dealt with various political,
ldeologlcal, and economic questions 1in the light of the 20th
CPSU Congress were also levers of our growlng and steadily
developling democracy. The debates were particularly fruitful
about the directlves of our Second Five Year Plan., Hundreds
of thousands of workers, worklng peasants and intellectuals
. took part 1In these debates, most of whilch were very useful and
Instructive In that they wldened the political horlzon of the
workers, Many valuable proposals were made which are well worth
taking into conslderation, All this proves that Party democracy
and the democratic character of our entire natlonal life are
developing ever-more vigorously under the guldance of our Party's
Central Committee, The Central Committee wants to speed up
this trend of development in the future. .
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However, the resolution passed by the Central Committee
several days ago pointed out that the healthy development which
began after the 20th CPSU Congress 1s threatened by the fact
that opportunist, demogoglc views and even ideas hostile to
the Party and the People's Democracy have gained ground in
many places, first of all in the debates of the Petofi Club
of the UTM (Union of Working Youth), in some weeklies and
periodicals, for instance in certaln numbers of the Irodaimi
Ujsag (Literary Journal) and the Beke Es Szabadsag (Peace and

reedom), and also 1n certaln meetings arranged by some Party
and mass organizations.

Journalism was hardly mentioned at the latest debate of
the Petofi Club, although 1t was convened to dilscuss problems
relating to the press and information., Instead, many opportunlst,
harmful, and even hostile views were expressed on that occaslon.
Some called for a new revolution, for a new ldes of March and
for structural changes.

What kind of new revolution could take place in Hungary
where there has already been a revolution, a soclalist revolu-
tion, led by the most progressive social class, the working
class which 18 in close alllance with the working peasantry and
every worker? We are, therefore, justiflied in polnting out
that such a new revolution could be directed only against
soclalism. We can also Justly point out that 1in the language
of sociallsm new revolutions of this kind are called counter-
revolution. Our working class and working people are well aware
of this.

Tibor Deri has used that debate for launching an open and
brutal attack on Party loyalty. He attacked the leaders of
the Party and the Party's activists. He sald that liberation
would start only now. But our liberatlon took place 1n 1945,
Such statements, therefore, disparage and reject all that has
been created and achleved by our people in the course of almost
12 years of freedomn,

Tibor Deri appealed to hils audience to disseminate his
antl-Party views all over the country. He launched an open

appeal for anti-Party (organizational work?) which has nothing
to do with debates on ideologlcal questions or wlth democracy.
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Deri's speech was recelved with profound indignation by, and
aroused stormy protests from, the Communists who attended
the debate.

Certaln speeches delivered during the latest debates, the
cheers and expressions of approval with which they were re-
celved, and the debates on literature have clearly expressed
the disparagement of the leading role of the working class and
the Party. Those who allege that the working class 1is not active,
does not deal with policy and does not understand the signifi-
cance of the 20th CPSU Congress, decry the working class. Those
who express such ldeas by word of mouth or in writing do not
know the truth.

- The Hungarian working class led the struggle for a revolu-
tlonary change during the Horthy fascism under the leadership
of the Party. It 1s the leading force of our soclalist construc-
tive efforts today. -Its political conduct is Infinitely better
than the policy of those who attack the Party and our people's
democratic system. The working class fights, and wlll continue
to fight, boldly agalinst everything that might endanger our
achievements or the application of the lessons of the 20th
Congress 1in our country.

It cannot be accldental that these opportunist, harmful
and antl-Party views were volced by those who sti1ll maintain a
cloge and systematic contact with Imre Nagy, who has been
expelled from the Party because of his anti-Marxists views,
hostile to the Party and the People's Democracy, and his fac-
tionalism,

Unfortunately, these brutal and antl-Party views were not
always met by the rebuff they deserved, Thils happened because
these debates, and especially the recent debates arranged by
the Petofi club, were attended not only by honest people who
loved the Party dearly and who wanted to help and to further
soclallst construction--although a number of them have been
misled by demagogy--~but because the debates 1ncreasingly be-
came rallying points for 1ndividuals opposed to the Party and
the ldeas of soclalism, including persons who have been expelled
from the Party and bourgeols elements.
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. These people turned the debates into scenes of attacks
against the People's Democracy. They out-shouted and dlsturbed
those speeches which presented the correct Party attitude, but
they enthuslastlcally applauded every attack on the Party and
the People's Democracy. They were not disturbed by the presence
at these debates of representatives of the lmperiallst press
who eagerly selzed the opportunity to write of the slanders told
about our political system.

"All these events outraged honest and loyal Communlsts and
non-Party citizens, workers and intellectuals alike., They
Justly expected the Central Committee to reply and to inform
public opinion.

We are convinced that the overwhelming majority of the
Party membership, workers, working peasants, and intellectuals
have received wlth satisfaction the Party Central Committee's
resolution, published last Sunday, which rejects and condemns the
attack whilch 1s developing against the Party, the working class
and the worklng masses to be on guard. :

, We must be on our guard. We have been reminded of this
duty not only by the debates, hostile to the Party, which took
place in the Petofl Club, but also by the imperilallst provoca-
tion at Poznan. The Central Committee's resolution 1s an appeal
to every supporter of the People's Democracy: Do not allow the
demagogues to mislead you, because only with the Party and
gulded by the Party can you successfully struggle for the
assertion of the ideas of the 20th Congress and for the develop-
ment of soclallst democracy.

The Central Committee of our Party 1s exertlng supreme
efforts to assert the spirit of the 20th Congress 1n the Party
and in the whole country more quickly. It fights unequivocally
apainst (word unintelligible--Ed.) and its remnants, against
sectarianism, against hardened and ossified views and dogmatism.
It intends to struggle wilth an even greater determination for
the all-round development of soclallst democracy.

In order to achleve 1t, 1t is necessary that Communists
ghould fight, above all with political weapons, by conviction,
for the purlty of Marxism-Leninlsm and for the policy of the
Party, that they should watclr over the unlty of the Party,
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that they should prevent the driving of a wedge between the
Party and 1ts leaders, and that they should rally behind the
Central Committee in serriled ranks.

It 1s the duty of the press to lend adequate support to
thls endeavor and to arm Communists and every supporter of our
regime with ideological weapons so that they can struggle for
the purity of ideological and political life, Lately, the
press has failed to take a sufficlently strong stand against
Incorrect views. It did not condemn the anti-Party (character?)
of certaln debates. It was not by accident that many of our
comrades have sharply criticized a Szabad Nep article, pub—
lished under the title "The Sunshins of Intellectuality™ which
gave a false appraisal of the debates in the Petofi Club,

- Qur Party does not reject everything which was said at
these debates or was printed in the press. It does not condemn
those who took part in the debates. This is made evident by
the Central Committee resolution. We must state as an estab-
lished fact that these debates were actlvely attended by a

very large number of Party and non~Party members, honest people,
- loyal to the Party who love our regime. Many correct speeches
were delivered during the debates, and many correct articles
and workers' letters appeared in the press.

Many of these criticized, and Justly, the mistakes com-
mitted in the past and at the present. The Party and 1ts
Central Committee (pald?) due attentlon to the correct critical
remarks made about thelr policy and work by Party and non-Party
members who are loyal to the Party and our democratic system,
who want to help the Party to correct mistakes, and in the
elaboration of new and important ldeologlical and political
problems, _

Of course, many important and correct measures have been
taken already, and 1t is an unhealthy sign that these were not
mentlioned during the debates, Indeed, many such mlstakes were
criticized at the debates whose correction has been in progress
for a long time. Correct critical remarks, however, mugt be
dealt with,

The Central. Committee and the Government will elaborate
- appropriate measures with a view to continuing the democratization

, : ‘ 31

Approved For Release 2003/08/11 : CIA-RDP78-02771R000200380003-3



Approved For Release 2003/08/11 : CIA-RDP78-02771R000200380003-3

of our public life and to developing our ideologilcal and
economic work. Erroneous views were also uttered in the
course of the varlous debates, views which were simply due to
lack of experience or lack of information. In such cases the
mistake can be corrected by explaining the correct, Marxist
and Party-like attitude. One of the most important tasks of
these debates 18 to clarify incorrect views and to develop
correct views.

The resolution of the Central Committee is not directed
against these incorrect views; what 1t rejects are the opportunist
views hostile to the Party. We must wage an energetic ldeological
and political struggle against opportunlsm, all the more so
since it can easlly become a weapon 1ln the hands of the class.
enemy, ‘

The Central Commlttee and the Party want democracy, a
soclalist democracy where there is no room for the enemies
of the people, but where views are clarified in Party-like
debates. What we need are debates which help us to solve our
problemg, strengthen the unity of the Party, consolidate the
tles between the Party and masses, solve important ideological
questlons and promote the work of the Party and our productilve
efforts.

The Central Committee of our Party 1ls resolved to proceed
steadlly on the road defined by the 20th Congress, It ralses
high the banner of soclalism. ‘All those who have placed thelr
falth and confidence in the ideas of the 20th Congress, and who
want to struggle and to work wlth the people and for the pecple
must rally under this banner.
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA

Rude Pravo, 4 July, excerpt (as broadcast by radio)

Yesterday our press published the decision of the
Central Committee. of the CPSU on the cult of personality
and 1ts consequences, Thls 13 an important document not
only for the CPSU and the Soviet people but for the entire
International workers movement. It contains a lesson for
our Party, too, which always considered its older and
more experlenced co-fighter, the CPSU, as 1its teacher.
From it we shall continue to learn how to apply Lenin's
theories and norms of Party life by utilizing its exper-
lences in a creative and not mechanical way.

Only a short time has elapsed since the 20th Congress
of the CPSU. Yet even in this brief period it has become
clear to the world that the decisions accepted by the
Soviet Communists have great and vital force, that they
8trengthen the position of soclalism, democracy and peace,
and bring forth an unprecedented revolutionary enthusiasm
and initiative from the workers. It is also evident that .
this great program for the strengthening of peace, social-
lsm, and working class unity, outlined by the CPSU Congress
has greatly upset the reactlonary political circles, above
all those in the Unlted States. -

Recently a new wide-spread slanderous campalgn agalnst .
the USSR and the People's Democracies and against the great
ldeas of socilalism and communism has been launched. The
more consistently Communist parties implement their. pro-
gram, the greater becomes the anger and fury of the enemiles
of soclalism. As a pretext for thelr unbridled attacks they
uge certain facts connected with the criticism of the cult
of personality around J. V. Stalin and the serious mistakes
whlch occurred during the last years of his life.

From the U. S. imperlalist circles with thelr corrupt
press down to politicians of the. type of Fanfanl, the
Italian Christlan Democrat, they all gpeak about the "bank-
ruptey of communism," of "confusion" inside the Communist
parties, of "disintegration" of the socialist regimes. The
ultimate aim of this performance of gravediggers of socialism
1 to undermine the confidence in the leading socialist power,
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to create confusion in the ranks of the international
workers movement and to cover up thelr own fear. Yet
they cannot deceive anyone.

It 18 well known that in the course of the debates
on the results of the CPSU Con%ress, inherently honest
people 1n our country asked: "will not the bold and open
ceritlicism and self-criticism weaken the position of social-
1sm?" Such views, even if proffered with honesgty, failed
to appreciate basic principles. To speak openly and boldly
of the grave consequences of the cult of personallity was
necessary, 1f all the Communist parties were to overcome
Jointly and quickly all its bad influences.

Obviously in the beginning this bitter truth causged
painful sadness and even some difficulties inside certailn
Communist parties. Yet all these negative sides are minute
compared with the tremendous positive results which have
already become apparent and will appear even stronger in
the future from the point of view of the basic interests
and aims of the working class.

Qullls, dipped in the ink of anti-Soviet and anti-
soclallst hatred, try to draw as distorted pilctures as pos~
sible. Filling reams of paper, they endeavor to prove that
the causes of the cult of persgonality were not obJective,
hlstoric conditions and subjective factors, but the Soviet
-regime 1tself and 1ts undemocratic character. Yet Just as
it is Impossible to hilde the sun behind a dirty hand, no
8lander can prove that the Soviet reglme 1s undemocratic.,

The lie of the alleged Soviet lack of democ¢racy, kept
allve wlth every possible effort, will not gain laurels
for antl-Communist fighters. The past decades have shown that
true human freedom and democracy was not safeguarded by mono-
pollst capitalism, but by socialism. Can any country west
- of the Elbe or east of Pelping insure for its cltizens a
permanently growing living standard, the right to work,
education and lelsure? :

, The Communist Party of Czechoslovakla, Just as the other
fraternal parties, has approved and supported the measgures
taken by the CPSU against the cult of personallty and 1ts
consequences. It has drawn practical conclusions for its
future work from the decislons of the CPSU Congress.. The
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general inner Party discussions and the recent Party con-
ference have shown that the results of these conclusions

are beglinning to take shape. It 1s necessary to continue

on this road, to be consistent and to enforce Leninist
principles in all spheres of our life. Socialism has be-
come a world system, opening up for all Communist Parties

and for the entire working class movement wide vistas, All
the Communist parties, while guided 1n their work by individ-
ual national characteristics and thelr special situation

and expressing the interests of thelr own nations, realilze

at the same time that it 18 necessary to constantly strengthen
the ties of international solldarity in the fight against

the common enemy. Thls unity and loyalty to the principles
of proletarian internationalism is the more necessary 1in

the face of the various aggressive blocs of capltalist
countries and the subversive activities directed against the
countries of the socilalist camp.

The antilpopular eventse 1in Poznan, which were planned
carefully and long in advance, have taught us to rid our-
selves of carelessness and smugness. Capltalist monopolies
and certain political circles, so long as they continue to
exist, will not treat us with excesslve liberalism.

Yet the plans of the black knights with cloak and dag-
ger will fall 1n the same way as the fairy tales of the
bourgeols ldeologlist who forecast the crisls and breakdown
of Communism. Thelr proclamations are neither new nor
original. Metternich and the Russian Tsar in their time
made s8lmllar forecasts, Where are they today? They dis-
appeared below the trapdoors of history while the 1ldeals
of communism continue to be victorious. The followers of
thege prophets, who stlll foretell the end of communism
with astrologlcal formulas, wlll soon see that desplte their
yvociferous slander of sociallsm, they are bound to be en-
gulfed eventually by the loglcal development of history.
The powerful englne of history rolls forward on its raills.
No obastacle can hold up thleg advance towards tcommunism.
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EAST GERMANY

Neues Deutschland, 8 July

It was impossible to discuss at length at the Third SED
Conference all problems resulting from the new situation and
from the criticism of the personality cult. The Politburo of
the Central Committee of the SED welcomes the declsion of the
Central Commlttee of the CPSU of June 30, 1956, on the over-
coming of the personality cult and its consequences. It re-
commends, therefore, that all Party members and Party organi-
zatlons thoroughly study this important decislon, explain it
to the workers, and draw from it conclusions for iImproving the
political, economlc, and i1deological work of the Party.

The propaganda of our opponents alleges that Stalin's
mistakes were rooted in the Soviet system, 1n 1ts soclal, con-
stitutlonal, and political order and in Marxism-Leninlsm in
general. Unfortunately some representatives of progresgslve
ldeas were influenced by this argument.

It must be sald with all emphasls: The aggregsive (German
imperialists and militarists also helped to make 1t possible
for Stalin's mistakes to develop. It was they who, tolerated
and actively supported by their allies 1in the United States,
Great Briltaln, and France, brought German fascism to power 1n
order to use 1t as an assault force against the Sovliet Union.
In thls way they have been creating since 1933 an atmosphere
of permanent threat to and undermining of the Soviet Union.
It must not be forgotten .that the grave and inexcusable mls-
takes of Stalin with regard to the violation of legality were
committed under these conditions of an agressilve pollecy con-
ducted by German fascism against the Sovliet Unlon. These mils-
takes are not inherent in the Soviet system, however.

The main point for the further democratization of 1ife
in the GDR 1s and will be that the masses of the people, by
‘thelr cooperation and active work, determlne thils process and
contribute toward overcoming all bureaucratic obstacles, to-
ward insuring democratic legality, and toward glving the elected
representative bodles of the people full scope. The fact that
mlstakes and exaggerations occurred 1n the observation of demo-
cratic legallty was due to the situation of the cold war, to
the necessity to combat the constant criminal activities of
Western agencles, and to the circumstance that socialist legls-~
lation had to develop.
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The implementation of a correct pollcy, advocated by all
workers, demands increased vigllance on the part of all pro-
gressive forces of society. The events of Poznan, where agents
provocateurs of a reactionary clandestine movement, wlth the
help of foreign agents based in West Berlin and West Germany,
caused disturbances and bloodshed, show that the enemles of
peace stop at nothing in thelr efforts thwart the process of
international relaxation of tension and further democratiza-
tion of 1ife 1n ‘the countries of the socialist camp and the
posslbilities of a peaceful road to soclalism as indicated by
the 20th CPSU Congress. '

The Third SED Conference raised a multitude of problems
which must be solved with the help of Marxist-Leninlst theory
and method. "We must state that the socialist education of the
workers and the Marxist-Leninist instructlon of Party members
has lagged. This 1s due to the weakness of the theoretical
work done so far, as well as to the dogmatic tralts still pre-
ponderant in Party propaganda. It 1s therefore necessary for
the comrade sclentists and propagandists to discuss openly how
to overcome dogmatism and how to develop an atmosphere of lively,
creative theoretical work."

In the GDR, too, the consequences of the personality cult
must be completely overcome. "On the basis of 1ts own experi-
ence, the Central Committee of the SED began as early as 1in
1953 to instltute measures agailnst the personality cult; 1t
stated, for 1nstance, that 1t 1s not permissible to continue
to name 1nstltutes, enterprises, streets, and so forth after
llving persons. But these measures do not mean that all forms
and consequences of the personality cult have already been
overcome. For 1lnstance, 1n the history of the Party and in the
history of the German workers movement it is still customary
to underestimate the part played by the lower party and trade
unlon organizations, to glve hardly any appreciation of 1t.

The Party organizations must therefore discuss ways in
which the Party can successfully contlnue the struggle to
overgome the personallty cult and 1ts consequences.

Another 1issue 18 the better promotion of the Party's
intellectual and spiritual Iife., Frank and comradely dilscus-
slon 1s of the greatest lmportance for the education of Party
members. It cannot be sald that this splrit already prevalls
today in all Party organizations, The Party must also geriously
conslder how the development of cadres and the care for all
members and candldates can be lmporved. At present there
8till exists much indifference toward human belngs, as well
as injustices. This must be changed quickly.
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It must be sald openly that the Party at present does
not give sufficient explanation to the workers about the
causes of and reasons for certaln difficulties and contra-
dictions in the building of socialism.  Our agltation and
propaganda sometlimes creates the impression that no diffi-
culties whatsoever exlst in the GDR, that everything is
going smoothly. This, however, cannot be the case in the
- perlod of transition from capitalism to socilalism.

The frequently practiced method of presenting in un-
relieved black and white the comparison between conditions
in the GDR and West Germany is also harmful. We tell the
workers quite frankly that in many spheres of sclence ' and
technology it 1s necessary to catch up with West Germany,
that 1t 1s necessary constantly to improve the material and
- cultural conditlons of the workers in the GDR by stepping up
labor productivity. But the people's democratic order and
the socilallst economy in the GDR give the workers work, secu=
rity, freedom, and a constant improvement of their living
" condltions, whereas the capiltalist order in West Germany 1is
‘not based on a stable foundation and 1s heading toward
grave economic and soclal traumata. :

We 8tlll have great economlc difficulties to overcome.
- The democratization of life must be contilnued. A creatlve

atmogphere 1s to develop in science, learning, and art. We
shall solve all these tasks if we look boldly ahead and

- never loge sight of the goal. :

Talk by Professor Elsler on the Statement published by the
SED Central Committee on the 20th CPJU Congress and the
Third SED Conference (as broadcast by radio)

Let us lmagine ourselves for a moment in the Soviet

. Unlon, in the period after 1933.° The Soviet Union was gravely
- threatened by German fascism, by the Berlin-Rome-Tokyo axis,
which was supported by all international reactionaries. The
peoples of the Sovlet Unlon, the Communist Party and the

- ‘govermment of the Sovlet Unlon, had to face, 8o to speak, .
~ hourly the danger of a military attack by all the imperialists

 "faga1nst the first soclalist power., The fascists and imperialistﬁ

ot the other countries at the same time sent their sples to
the Soviet Unlon. They explolted the reactionary elements
8t1ll exlsting there for their war preparations,
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In view of such a situation, which was a matter of life
and death for the first socialist country, iron discipline,
a constant lIncrease in vigilance and strict centralization
of the leadership ... were necessary in the Soviet Union....
This involved certaln restrictions on democracy. However,
these necessary restrictions were only regarded by the
Communigt Party of the Soviet Union and by the peoples of
the Soviet Union as temporary and necessitated by an ex-
tremely complicated and dangerous situation, and were to
be lifted, of course, as soon as this danger was over.

It 18 clear, however, that in such circumstances any
stand against S8talin, who had great authority, would simply
not have been approved by the Soviet people. The people
would have regarded thls as a weakening of the preparations
againgt the aggressors.

In this situation 3talin began to override the Party
and to flagrantly misuse the great authority which he
possessed. Thls led to the well-known grave mistakee which
Stalln committed and which have now been rectifiled. If
the Soviet Unlon had not been involyed in such danger by
German fascism, by the Berlin-Rome-Tokyo axig, it would
undoubtedly have been possible to prevent in good time the
mistakes of Stalin and the personality cult of Stalin, and
to preserve ... the leadership of the Communist Party and
1ts inner-party democracy, and certainly to restore them
at an earller date.

4o
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RUMANIA

Munca, 4 July (as broadcast by radio)

An old, wlse saying of the workers movement states
that the class enemy's praise 18 the surest sign that you
are on the wrong track. The reverse of this rule 1s Just
as valid: The louder and more furiously the enemy shouts,
the more the blows dealt to him hurt him.

Every slander campalgn and attack launched by the
ldeologists of capilfalism against the revolutionary workers
movement always reflects the panic which has taken hold of.
the enemies of the working class. This is why nobody was
surprised that the 20th CPSU Congress brought on furious
attacks by the ideologlsts of capitallsm as a result of the
gtate of unrest and i1rritation in which the camp of the
enemies of the worklng class lives.

Fully approved and supported by the entlire Party and
by a4ll the Soviet People, by brother communist and workers
parties, and by millions of worklng people in the capitalilst
and colonial countries, the decislons of the 20th Congress
became at once of worldwide historic importance. They con-
stituted a new phage in the creative development of Marxilsm-
Leninism and opened up new prospects for the United actions
of all the parties of the working class for the prevention
of a new war and for the promotion of the workers' interests.

The filrst results are yisible to all. The Soviet people
have closed theilr ranks even more closely around the Commu-
~nist Party and are achleving remarkable results in all
- flelds of the Soviet Union's political, economic, and cul-
tural 1life. DBut this 1s occurring not only in the Soviet
Unlon. PFacts everywhere show the great vital force of the
declsions of the 20th Congress for the international workers
and communist movement, for the struggle of all progressive
forces for the strengthening of world peace.

Adopted by the broad workers masses, the theoretical
theses of principles set down by the Congress are dally be-
coming a force which worrles the enemies of socialism and
progress. The theses regarding the peaceful coexistence
of states with different social systems, (the theses regard-
1ng?) the posgsibility of preventing wars, and the diverse
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forms of transition to soclalism contribute to the easing
of tension, to the strengthening of the unity of action

of the forces of peace and democracy, and to the continued
congsolidation of the positions of the world system of
gocialism.

Under these condltions 1t 1s easy to understand that
the enemies of socialism and communism are striving with
all thelr might to distract the attention of the working
class and 1ts parties from the advanced and inspired jdeas
which the socialigt world 1s proclaiming.

Reflecting this situation, analyzing the internal and
International events of the current phase, and clearly
answering the problems raised in 1ife, the declsion of the
CPSU Central Committee published yesterday, regarding the
liquidation of the cult of personality and 1ts consequences,
1s a document of exceptional importance.

The CPSU Central Commlttee's document speaks with the
all-powerful voice of truth about the invincible progress
of the historical development of mankind toward communilsm,
about the emptiness of the 1illusions of the ideologists
of capitalism--the amateurs who fish in troubled waters.

The tricks of the bourgeoils press and of the reactionary
clrcles which they sought to use in their new antl-Soviet
glander campalgn appear (ridiculous?) and foolish to all.
Uslng as a pretext the facts linked with the cult of person-
allty of Josef Stalin, a cult which the CPSU has condemned,
they conceal the fact that this 1s a past phase in the life
of the Soviet Unilon.

With the dishonesty which was always characteristic,
the 1deologists of the bourgeoisile are forgetting the fact
that, beginning 3 years ago, a persevering and firm action
has been carrled out for the liguidation of the consequences
of the cult of personality, and that the new tasks in the
interest of the consolidation of peace and the buillding of
communism, 1in the interest of the broad people's masges are
belng successfully implemented in the Soviet Union.

Everybody can reallze that precisely this courageous
and principled criticism of the cult of personallty which
18 belng carried out on the initiative of the CPSU Central
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Commlittee is an eloquent proof of the force and the solidarity
of the Party and the Soviet soclallst system. Only a Party.
educated in the spirit of Marxist-Lenlnlist teachings, a

Party serving the people and linked with and supported by

the people can permit itself to take such an open stand.

Not one of the leading parties of the capitalist countries

has and will ever risk such a step on its own initiative.

The decision of the CPSU Central Committee shatters
the slanderous (whispers?) of the inimical ideology which
has tried to show that the appearance of Stalin's cult of
personality was caused not by certalin historical conditions
of the past but by the very Soviet system.

How absurd this slander ia, is proved by the entlre his-
tory of the development of the Soviet state. Led by its
Communist Party, the Soviet Unlon has traveled a glorious
road, a road which it bullt by overcoming the greatest dan-
gers and difficulties.

Degplte an economlc, cultural, and technlcal backward-
ness of centurles, and under the conditions of a filewvce
fight against class enemlies at home and abroad, fhe Soviet
people built socialism, (and?) carried Marxism-Leninism to
victory.

The Soviet soclallat system has amply proved its
guperiority by the unprecedented rate of 1ts economic and
cultural development. All thls was possible because the
Sovlet system put into motlon the inexhaustible forces of
the people's masses, gearing the millions of people to. the
conscious leadershlp of the state, to creatlve, actlve par-
tlclpation in the bullding of socilalism. No isolated per-
sonality, however atrong he may be, can change the nature
of such a profoundly democratic system in which the degisive
force 1s the working people'’s masses of millions,

Only by an idealistic aberration, by denying Marxism,
by denylng the truth can (they?) come to the conclusion that
the nature of a socilal-political reglme 1s determined by
somethling other than the manner of production, and the posses-
'iion of the means of production and the political power of
he clasgs.
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The soclalist manner of production was established
in the Soviet Union almost 40 years ago while the power
rested in the hands of the working class and the peasantry.
This explains why the evil done by the cult of personalility
in the leadership of the varlous branches of the Soviet
Party and state did not and could not divert the develop-
ment of Soviet society from the correct road of evolution
toward Communism.

This explains why the decisions of the 20th CPSU Con-
gress regardlng the liquidation of the consequences of the
cult of pergonality and the reestablishment of the Leninist
normg of Party life, and the development of sociallst demo-
cratlsm are belng carried out with so much success.

The CPSU Central Commlttee's declsion rightly stresses
that the entlre international communist and workers move-
ment conslders the flght agalnst the cult of personallty
and 1ts consequences a sgtruggle for the purity of the prin-
ciples of Marxism-Leninism, for a creatlve approach to the
solution of iInternational problems, and for the establish-
ment and the ceaseless development of the principles of
proletarian internationalism. Not only the militants of
the workers movement, but all working people devoted to the
cauge of peace admit the great historical merit of the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union in the implementation
of the decisions of the 20th Congress.

Our working people led by their Party on the road of
bullding moclalism feel profound gratitude to the glgantic

contribution of the CPSU and the Soviet Government in the
yilctory of the common cause of soclallsm and peace.
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ALBANTA

Zeri I Popullit, 4 July (as broadeast by radio)

The reaction concerning the discussions of the 20th CPSU
Congress 1s sti1ll being observed throughout the world. The
decislions have been approved everywhere by all the Communist and
workers Parties, workers, and millions of people. The Congress'
most (important?) theses concerning the international situation,
the development of communism in the Soviet Union, and the
respect of Leninist principles by the Party in connection with
the liquildation of the cult of personality have opened great
prospects for the future of mankind by gilving a new impetus to
the revolutlonary movement in all countries.

Undoubtedly these theses brought about reaction in the
camp of our enemles and a new propaganda of lies about a so-
called soclallst crisls. However, nothing can stop the dis-
‘semlination of the great ldeas of thls Congress. Moreover, it
should be admitted that we are still in the early stages. Only
" 4 months have passed since the Congress. ‘However, this periliod
revealed the great and vital force of 1ts decislons for the
- Anternatlonal communlst and labor movement, for the struggle of
all the progressive forces for consolidating peace 1in the world,
-as stated in the declsion of the CPSU Central Committee regarding
“the excesses of the cult of personality and 1ts consequences, = -
~carrled by our press yesterday.

The June 30 declsion of the CPSU Central Committee thoroughly
reviews the reaction 1n all countries brought about by the great
problems debated at the 20th Congress and mlnutely analyzes the >
results of the reaction of the first phase.

‘ The declslions of the 20th Congress and the measures for :
"thelr implementation, the latest decislon of the CPSU Central
- Committee emphaslzes, reveal a wholly principled attitude on a
series of problems and (several words unintelligible--Ed.

. Oreat results are being achleved even now. These results

“demonstrate the force of the declsions of the 20th Congress
which 1n the future wlll enliven the movement for soclalism,
democracy, and peaoe to such an extent as never has been seen
before. _ : »
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It unmasks bourgeols propaganda theses which aim at sowing
skepticlsm about the first socilalist country in the world, the
Soviet Union, and replies to a number of problems connected
wlth the cult of the individual. For example, how 1t was pos-
8ible that the cult of Joseph Stalin developed and went to
such an extent under soclalist conditions.

‘The 20th Congress was enthusiastically received by all the
people. Now 1t exerclses great influence 1in the development
‘of the iInternatlional situation. The people link closely with
the 20th Congress the obvlious results in the easing of inter-
natlional tenslon, the dissemination of the idea of peaceful co-
exlstence, and the revival of hopes for preventlon of war at
the present time. It may well be noted that no other socialilst
ideas had such a drawlng power and exerclsed such great influence
over the working and progressive movement in the world as did the
decislons of the 20th Congress.

This 1s what alarms and disturbs the camp of the enemles
of socialism, It is not without purpose that the bourgeois
propaganda is making so much uproar about the Stalin cult and
1ts consequences, its intention is to obscure all other matters
and, by condemning the cult of Stalin, to create the impression
‘that there 1s confuslon and lack of unity among the inter-
national communist and workers parties, and to minimize Soviet
prestlge,

It 18 true that the attempts of soclalist enemies in this
purpose are graat and--desplte the fact that they have recelved
the answer they deserve and they have been and are belng un-
masked--the matter should not be underestimated. On the contrary,
vigllance must be strengthened and we must step up our fight
agalnat them, ‘

It 1s a fact that during this period certaln persons in
certaln People's Democracies--awalting the most favorable
moment to attack the Party--approprlated the lies of the hostile
propaganda and, screening themselves behind the slogans of the
20th Congress, attacked Communist and workers parties and theilr
leaders and lied about the Soviet Union and the socialist

” _system.
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Indeed, was 1t not the same thing which certain hostile
elements who dared raise thelr heads at the Tirana Town Party
conference but who receilved the answer they deserved by the
Party also wanted to do in our own country? It is a fact that
often wrong interpretations are made in connection with certain
matters of the. cult of the individual. However, one thing 1s
- clear, the bourgeois propaganda aimed at disturbing the people
is loslng ground and the principle of condemning the cult of
the indlividual is getting stronger every day.

The decislon of the CPSU Central Committee systematlcally
unmasks bourgeols propaganda theses 1n connection with the
distortion of the question of the cult of perscnality., Thus
1t showed that the bourgeols propaganda purposely does not
-mention the fact that now the question of the cult of the
individual is a past thing in the life of the Soviet Union
and that during the past 3 years the CPSU carried out a deter-
mined struggle to liquidate the cult of the indlvidual and 1ts
consequences, S

: Hostlle propaganda tries to ralse guestlons such as: Why -
was. the question of the cult of the Individual raised now?
This was done in order to create skepticism about the sincere
~and courageous self-criticism carried out at the 20th Congress,
Asking how the cult of the individual arose, hosatlle propaganda
pretended that the cult of the individual was brought about by
the soclalist system 1itself which, therefore, is not a democratic
system and so forth.

. However, the June 30 decislon of the CP3U Central Committee
fully unmasks these slanders of bourgeois propaganda on the
basls of the facts of life 1tself. There could be nothing more .
false than saylng that the cult of the individual d4id not spring .
. up a8 a result of the prescribed historlcal conditions through
which the Sovliet Unlon had to pass and stating Instead that it
arose because of the socialist system which allegedly 18 not
democratic.

Where else can'more he spoken of genulne demdcfacy thHan 1n"
- gociallsm where the means of production are the people'!s common

. property and the regime 1p In the people!s hands? . In soclalism

- the. people haye the means of production in their own hands, as
", well as the government, thue -ereating the hroadest posesible -
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democracy of their own, while 1in capitalism nelther the pro-
duction means nor the government are in the hands of the
people and in this way there is no democracy for them., This
1s true. ;

By 1ts condemnation of the cult of the individual and its
consequences in the Soviet Union and the People's Democracles,
the CPSU Congress also condemns the violation of socialist laws
and takes measures to strengthen the democracy of the people--
the real masters of the country. P

However, no comparlison can be made between our socilalist
democracy and their bourgeoils democracy since these differ as
 day differs from night. It also should be sald that there is no
more vain hope than thinking that by ralsing questlons and
various doubts the trust of communlsts and workers in the CPSU
‘and first soclalist country in the world will be threatened.

I

Attempts to lsolate the Soviet Union, continues Zerl T
Populllt, began with the exlstence of the Soviet Union and
~‘atgempts to divlide the international workers and Communist
movement also began with its exlistence. These attempts will
continue for many years to come. However, to try 1s one thing,
‘and to succeed is another thing. The enemles of socilalism will
never achieve this aim because soclalist countrles are united
by the eternal Marxist-Leninist ideas and because thelr own
historlc experience has taught them that their strength lies
~1in their unity--thelr guarantee for the victory of soclalism
and communism.

B Therefore, all the activities of our enemies are doomed
- to failure, Our solidarity is getting stronger every day. The
unity around and trust of all soclallst countries, Communist

. and workers parties, and working people throughout the world for

~the Soviet Union 1s increasing. However, we must ilncrease

:f;‘vigilance in order not to leave any gap through which the
+ enemles of socialism may enter thelr wedges to harm us, bhe it
f’_ever go 1little,

Our Party has taught us to draw lessons from the CPSU.
- The historlc decisions of the 20th Congress exerclsed great
- influence in our country. They inspired all preparations for.

our Third Congress and all our Congress directives and decisions =

-were gulded by the 20th Congress. Currently the 20th Congress -
‘decisions show us the way to fulfill the tasks and directives
of our Third Party Congress,
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Our Party also at once noticed and unmasked the maneuvers of
the enemles of socialism, punlshed Party enemies who dared raise
thelr heads on this occasion, unmasked the deceitful bourgeois
propaganda and never allowed a split 1In its ranks or attacks
against and criticism of the Soviet Unlon, our friend and
-llberator. Our Party never allowed dilstortion of the cult of
the 1indlvidual, It took serious measures to liquldate the cult
of the individual and 1ts consequences; our Party willl persist
in this policy.

Our Party 1s learning valuable lessons from the recent
decision of the CP3U Central Commlittee on the excesses of the
cult of the 1ndividual and 1t%s consequences, enabling it to
fight even more effectlively agalnst the slanderous propaganda of
the bourgeols ldeology, persilstently explaining anything con-
nected with the problem of the cult of the individual, liquidating
any attack against the Party and unity of the world communist
and labor movement, consolidating vigllance against the enemies
of soclallsm, and preventing enemies from sowlng confusion in
our own ranks or violating our friendship and ties with the
Sovliet Union,

At the same time, Zerl I Popullit coneludes, our Party

will continue to respect consistently the lofty principle of
our Party recognlzing the people as the creator of history. It

willl Implement strictly the Leninist rules in the Party, will
- strengthen Internal democracy in the Party and democracy for
the people, and will march forward toward the country's soclalist
constructlion built on the basis defined by the Third Party
Congress.

49
Approved For Release 2003/08/11 : CIA- RDP78 02771R000200380003-3



Approved For Release 2003/08/11 : CIA-RDP78-02771R000200380003-3

New York Jourpal-American
*  Tues, July 10, 1956->

Forced Feeding Still Neéessary
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WESTERN EUROPE

Approved For Release 2003/08/11 : CIA-RDP78-02771R000200380003-3



Approved For Release 2003/08/11 : CIA-RDP78-02771R000200380003-3

ITALY

Nuovl Arpomenti, No. 20, May-June 1956

The condemnation by the present Soviet leaders of cer-
taln aspects of Stalin's policy, more particularly, of his
method of political leadership, represents, in my opinion,
merely a concession to the growing discontent of the great
masges of workers and farmers and of the federated peoples
of the USSR. In the Soviet Union a profound poliltical
crisis 1g undoubtedly in progress, whilch expresses the
constantly sharper contrast between the grandiose develop-
ment of the productlve forces and the backward forms of
the dictatorial state, quite inadequate to express the
needs of soclety. In short, it 1is a crisis of the totall-
tarian regime at 1ts foundatlons.

Faced with this crisis, the 8Boviet leaders hgve used
Stalin a8 a huge scapegoat. However, neither the condem-
nation of the ¢ult of personalityf nor the rehabilitation
of thousands of innocent persons "liguldated" as traitors
"and enemies of the people, nor the abandorment of the
coarser formsg of political and cultural oppression which
were 1n favor during the Stalin era can, naturally, solve
“ the baslc political problem which lles at the root of the
cerigls of the Russian state. These are palliatives of
gecant real value, even 1f announced with great demagogic
skill. Whether the Rugsian dictatorshlip has a personal or
collective political leadershilp, its anachronlstic nature
wlll certainly not change. Sooner or later, we shall wlt-
neas new clamorous eplsodes of the substantially unsolved
crisis. ' :

EE I do not think that the parliamentary political form -
- of Western type 1s the only one which can be consldered
leglitimate from the democratic point of view, nor do I
think that it 1s the best or the most adequate polltical
‘alternatlve to the present Russlan dictatorship. However, _
.I am also convinced that no regime deserves to be character-
ized ag democratic so long as 1t excludes multiplicity of '
-~ ‘politilcal currents, their right to express themselves freely
" in the press and 1in public meetings, and their .right to

" desgignate thelr own men of trust for elective offices. The

- pseudo-Marxisgt declaration that there can be no diversity
- of opinion or polltical cholce where there are no contrasts
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of socilal classes i1s a ridiculous sophism, all the terms
of which are false., It 18 precisely the enforced absence
of opposition newspapers in the country, of opposition
currents within the Communist Party of the Soviet Union,
and of opposition tickets 1in elections which gives a
fictitious character to all the "democratic" formulations
contained in the Stalin Constitution of 1936.

There 1s a difference of political language not only
between West and East but also among citizens of the same
city, according to their differing concepts of politics or
of social 1ife in general. Thus, as is known, for our ownh
Fasciste and the Nazis, although they were Westerners, op-
posltion was treason and discussion was devilation, or herecy,
a8 1t 18 called by the Catholic Church. The diversity of
politlcal language, then, does not have racial, sthnographic,
or climatic orliginsg, but 1s the difference between clogsed
socletles and open societies. Here 1f can naturally be
asked why closed socleties prevail in certain regions and
in certailn epochs.

‘Even Russlan civllization 1s of Buropean and Christian
type, but somewhat less differentiated than the West.
Russla did not have the separation of church and state.
‘Ivan the Terrilble knew that 1t was his duty "not only to
hold the reins of power but also to save souls.," Russia
had neither a Scholastlc philosophy, nor a Reformation, nor
an independent lay thought (it did not have a St. Thomas,
a Machlavelli, or a Galileo). Russla had no free munici-
palities or cities, except in the limited area of the Baltic.
Russla has never had a freely elected parliament or a parli-
amentary government (the Duma had only a consultatlve char-
acter), nor free trade unions of workers, nor cooperatlves
administered by the members themselves. The goclalist move-
ment there was almost always clandestine. Such a tradition,
no doubt, makes the budding and flowering of democratic
forms particularly difficult; but what i1s incomprehensible
ls why a typlcal exponent of such a backward cultural situa-
tion, like Zhdanov, was accepted as a gulde and censor even
by Wesatern wrilters and artists.

In spite of everything, I do not belieye 1in fate, and
even less in the inevitability of terror. I do not believe

that there are any situations wilth but a single mode of exit.
I do not believe in the sanctity of accomplished facts. If
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I can admiﬁ that, under given circumstances, terror is in-
dispensable for the political schemes of the tyrant, I
deny that it 1is necessary for his victims.

The fact that the Communists of the entire world be-
lleved, at the time, 1n the Stalin version of the trials
and conspiracles Just as they belilevye today in the official
condemnation of those monstrous deeds by Stalin's successors
1s one of the many irrefutable proofs that the Communists
of tThe entire world have been kept under the blindest obedi-
ence to the Moscow leaders. The so-called "Itallan way of
Communism," practiced by the Communist Party of Italy since
the liberation and credited to Palmiro Togliattl, seems to
contradict such a crude assertion, but only in appearance.
It is sufficlent to remember that the fate of the individual
European countries after the liberation was decreed in the
meetings of the Blg Four at Yalta and Potsdam. Italy,
along with the other countries of the West, was then aban-
doned by Stalin to Western influence, 1in exXxchange for the
disinterestedness of Churchill and Roosevelt in the fate
of the countrles of Eastern Europe. The Communist Partics
of Italy and France had to make a virtue of necessity; any
foolishness 1n a contrary direction was vigorously represgsed
by order of Moscow, Jjust as Staliln himself sent the rebel
Markos to Siberla. Thus the "Italian way of Communism" was
also a Stalin way.

Many reports lead one to suppose that an internal relax-
atlon of tension 18 now going on in Russla, but 1t i1s per-
haps premature to say that a new politicalphase has opened.

A declsive turn will be able to take place only when an im-
portant political disagreement is publicly reported and
presented for discussion in the Communist press before being
solved 1n a meeting of the party and the state, without the
minority's being threatened with extermination.

The vast area, with more than one billion inhabltantg,
colored pink on geopolitical maps of the world to Indicate
1t as socialist, for purposes of electoral propaganda, 18 a
childish concept, a typical survival of the Stalin epoch.
Among the European countries of people's democracy, and
between them and their brother peoples situated farther to
the east, from the Ukraine to North Korea, the differences
and contradictions are no less profound than among the coun-
tries of" the Western Hemisphere. It 1s not yet posasible to
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foresee to what extent the Soviet thaw will allow the
various countries of the two world blocs to regain their
independence. However, one can feel the duty of declar-
ing that this 1s very desirable 1n the interests of peate
and democracy.

Ignazio Silone

L'Unita, 28 June, excerpt from a resolution of the Central
Commlttee of the Itallan Communist Party

The Central Committee of the PCI has been unanimous in
underlining the great value of the decisions of the 20th
Congress of the CPSU, and in approving of the denunciation
and condemnation of the errors and criminal violations of
Socialist legality and of democracy 1n the Party and the
Soviet state.

Even though the charges and criticisms require a more
thoroughgoing examinatlon, they represent not only new
possibilitles of progress for the Soviet Union but also an
- eggential contribution to the labor and Soclallist movement
which, within the framework of international solidarity,
is bound to develop in every country wlth a new capacity
for criticism and initiative and an ever increasing autonomy.

The guarantee of the basic freedoms and of the develop-
ment of the human being 1is an essential element of Socialist
goclety. The Soylet Union wlll draw new strength and ever
growlng prestige from the full restoration and further
development of these freedoms and of Soclallst legalilty;
the struggle for liberation waged by Communists and workers
in every country wlll receive a new impetus.

The Central Commlttee deems that the extenslve and 1in-
tenslve debate which 18 takling place wlthin the Party; on
the problems of the 20th Congress of the CPSU, and to which
Comrade Togliattl has made such an important contributilion
with his interview and his report to the Central Commlttee,
must be carrled forward in all Party organizations. This
debate is encouraged because 1t makes 1t possible to derive
a lesson applicable also to our Party, for the correction
of errorg, and for the improvement of our work, while 1t
effectively enriches with fresh political and ldeologlcal’
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content the life of our organizations and is translated
into a more active and solidary participation of all com-
rades in the 1life and struggles of, the Party.

‘This debate 1s proof of the Party's vitality and
maturity and will contribute to developing the capability
and initiative of all comrades and all organizations to face
the great problems arising from the new situation, and to
contribute to stating accurately and golng deeply into the
themes of our policy and of the Italian road to Socilalism.

This intensive activity of critical examination, of"
invegtigation, and of ideologlcal elaboration must flow
together into the discussion preceding the congress and into
the assemblies and preliminary conventlons which wlll pre-
pare the Eighth National Congress of the PCI. '
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PRECISELY, THE PROOF!

(Front-page editorial by P. Nenni published in the 1 July 1956 issue of

Avantil)

The article which Avanti} published last Sunday and the article on
the highlights of the last Congress in Moscow, which had preceded it by
several monﬁhs, are among those acts of responsibility toward himself;
toward the Party, toward the workers, which a person who has any degree
of public confidence cannot shirk without failing the first and foremost
of his obligations, which is not to be content to establish a fact, but
to go back to its political, social, andrideological causes, and to ask
himself how and why it happened and what it means. Thus, in going back
behind the events denounced in the Xhrushchev report to their political
and ideological éauses, we have come face to face with the principle,
from which we cannot deviate far without danger, that corrections of the
hereditary deficiencies of political and social institutions, eveﬁvof
those whicharose in the creative fervor of revolutions, cannot come (as
Rosa Luxemburé maintained in her controversy with Lenin and Trotsky) ex-
cept from the active and prompt political life of the masses, outside of
which everything becomes bureaucratic and corrupts The Poznan wdrkers'
revolﬁ reminds us of the same principle, with painful tragicalness -- a
fevolt which caught Poland in the pfocess of thawing out, but which shows
- also, and tragically, the slowness with which the new exigencies of demo-
'cratic development have been faced in the political and economic and
trade-union fields, and emphasizes the urgency of carrylng them forward
and radically, without any concession to the temptation or to counsels
-~ of repressibn,'which does not cure soctal sores but rather aggravates them,
The fact that the Khrushchev report has created a %scandal"; that

our newspapers and those of all parts of the/world have interpreted it in .
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brougnt a whole slew of attacks or has given occasion to the people of the
most diverse education, who have no lknowledge of socialism, either ideo-
logically or in action, to take me and us in hand to teach us how socialists
behave =~ all this has been disregarded. We cannot shirk our own duby
through fear of the criticisms or of the speculations to which we may be
exposed., The debate whigh has been begun must continue. The socialists

and the Communists have much to gain and very little to lose. In time

we shall tally up the results of the controversy. The wrgent thing is

to answer those who have stated that they are waiting for proof.

Actually, it is we who have been waiting for proof for some time,
patiently, with a strong dose of forbearance, but also with the feeling
that matters cannot remain as they are.

The proof which Saragat is waiting for us to provide pertains to -
foreign and domestic policy. He says so politely. Others say so rudely.

In the cleverest and most padded political comments of the past week
there was, hidden or openly expressed an invitation to Jump across the
ditch, to gain for me and fqr us an air of bourgeois respectability through
renouncement of the pledge to push the situation to the left in order to
join that sort of brotherhoﬁd of death which 1s the so-called democratic
center. They will walt for quite a whilel

Today in the world and in Europe there exist the bases for a new
foreign policy, In Italy there exist bases for a new domostic policy.
The socialists are ready to cooperate in working out its lines, its ob-
Jectives, its programs. Time is lost if they invite us to accept the old
De Gasperi foreign policy, now that this policy lacks even the apparent
Jjustification it drew from the danger of var, which, by design or not,
1t helped to stir up. They are wasting saliva and ink if they invite us

to accept the Shelba's domestic policy, fed by a "sanfedista" ( follower
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of a politico-religous association which existed in Southern Italy after

the French Revolution and was highlishted by the leadership of Cardinal |
Ruffo) - and Mec Carthyist spirit, and by conservative fears. Abovg all, an
invitatioﬁ of this type if foreign to the trend of our éfa, which has
emerged, perhaps for a long time, from the spiral of hatreds and fears.

Ever&thing around us is in a state of evolution. Bolshevism is
, évolving, dropping the mythé s6 that the congquests of the revolution
flourish and develope, a demoggatic reorganization of the entire Soviet soclety
Communism is sesking its own read of evolution; at least Italian Coﬁmunism.
The balance Qf'power between shtates is gradually-evolving.‘ The balance ﬁ
of strength between classes is evolving. Entire continents and vast
national groups are in movement, awakeniﬁg from an ancient 1ethargy; The
- little Italién political world stands still, observés, banke: at the moon while
ﬁhe caravan pés§§é by; awaits the surrender of the spnia&%sﬁs.'while
éverything which(ﬁas characterized it (this 1little:world) for the. past
years goes out,}vanishes, and dies.

In this regard it is correct that we socialists do no£ have to sbandon |
any of the struggles we have fought in the last ten yeérs: neithef the
fight against the militery blocs and the Atlantic (Pact) excesses, nor
. the fight ﬁgéiﬂst war in fivor of neutrality, nor our opposition to
a domestic policy threaded with provocations and discrimingtions, nor
ﬁhe mass action to exact basic rights of existence and dignity for the
workers, nor, above all, the campaién for national ahd international de-
tente.

The changes which have taken place since 1953, especiaily in the pést
year, in the international situstion and in the situation of individual
nations did not rain down from heaven;‘ Ihey are the result of the detente

which we believed in when others denounced it (as they sHulili do) as a trick,

and) to. vhigipprowdedwrdRekawselroe3108mM 1 :ICHeRBR7B2727 1RE6B200380003-3
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It will be difficult to achisve anything as long as whoever starts

a discussion with us does not keep this in mind end does not draw its con~
clusions. lhis faét 15 known to the internal Christian Democrat forces
who have pusned and are pushing for a meeting, which we do not claim should
take place exclusively on our partyls terms, yet will never occur if |
; based on the principles against which we have fought during the past ten
years., Tnis fact is certainly known by the social~democrats, who seek
| activities in common with us in the hope of gocialist unity, for which
(activities) decision of the majority of their party two days ago, which
practicelly nullifies the forward step taken on the "Giunte! problem,
'has caused profound disallusionments
At sny rate, there ié sonething comical 1ﬁ the row among the center
partises over who will shculder the responsibility for writing finis to
the cenxrist political alignmant. Fanfanl blacimails the social—democrats
;with an unloaded pistol. end Malagodi does likewise with Fanfani. If the
| aocia1~democrats proceed along the road they have taken in Milen, if La
; Pira moves stxaight forward in Florence, if the same goes for Genoa and
Venice. you can rest assured that nothing at all will happen in Rome,
.i,-and if by cnance a crisis develops 1t will not be a cataatrophe for anyb
'fi?ono; 'Tha woret thing is that the social-democrats are in this game. aa:
Vlf-well'as those who interpretad the 27 May election results as an invitatiun
vnot only to a policy of socialiat unity but to one of socialist reunifi— S

f::cation.- Let those vho are aaking us for proof he careful. 1et tham bewa:e B

5;f of misstepsl

s rortunately. jnst as the development of the discussion with the‘»_7;fﬁ

iéf;Catholica does not depend upon Ehnfani (who. 1t seems, wants to be the

”liquidator of everything new forthcoming from the Ohristian Democratic
national Gongress of Neples) 8o the development of & socialist policy does .
- not aanApﬁroesuemr MMM/PP . RDP%BE#‘?R%thﬂm ?s““““' L
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even if in the immediate future it (this policy) will be partly conditioned
by it (the Giunte problem).

It seems to ms that the need for a socialist unity policy springs from
basic factors; from the end of the threat of a third world war; from the end
of the terror of a Soviet march to the Turcpean Atlantic and the Medlterranean
which beclouded many minds: from the radical chonges which have occurred in
jnternational disputes, just as are changing the bases of the domestic struggle,
freed at last from every threat of violent overtﬁrows, brought back--and largely
because ofuthe soclalists-~on the road to natural revolutionary evolutiom.

But since big things, big ideas are still influenced by the small, we
answer thogé who ask for proof that the things for which we aim are a new
orientation, & new impetus to Italian socisty, to the State, an impetus which
could and can stert from the communes, which are the prime and most sensitive
cell of democratic life,

In conclﬁsion I would like to call the attention of our comrades, of the
workers, and of the large portion of the soclalist electorate who placed their
cdnfidenca.in us & month ago, to the new clear intent of the caupalgn in pro-
gross egainst us which flares up every time we assume new and broader asutonomous
responsibilities, that is, the intent to drive us back to positions of sectarian-
ism, sxtre@ist, and “socialcommunist” isolation,

This is such an open game that I feel it does not fool anyone.
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UNITED KINGDPOK

London Times
June 30 1956

Unrest Gets Above the Sux:face‘ '

Only one firm conclusion can be drawn
from the Poznan riots. This is that the
tentative relaxation of the Stalinist
tyranny is resulting in sporadic outbursts
of unrest both in Russia and in the satel- :
Earlier known cases were !
the east Berlin disorders of 1953 and:
those in the Vorkuta prison camp in the

. US.S.R. itself. This year has brought:
_ the student riots in Tiflis, the gravity of

which it is hard to gauge, and Thurs--

; day’s events in Poznan, There may be;
;other cases which are never heard of:
in the west. The Berlin and Poznan out-'

breaks had this in common, that they,

:both took place under the eyes of western

observers,
That such a determined assault on !

" Soviet authority should have been made

in Poland is true to the character of the
Pohsh people. Their acceptance of Soviet
overlordship has been more reluctant | i
than that of any other satellite country.

They have been the most restive in’
pressing for further concessions now that '

1 the thaw has begun. Poznan, like Berlin, |

has a revolutionary tradition. An mdus-[
trial town with a university, it has always

\been the centre of a Catholic-nationalist

spirit.  The Soviet Government has'

 thought fit to keep a stronf Russian garrl-

1

"son in the vicinity, as hive Polish and|
! German Governments inthe past. i
What will be the reactioi of the Sovnet
authontles if such inciders continue ? '
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While it may be easy to quell the indi-

vidua] outbreak at.-Poznan,-it is clear
that this is no mere flash in the pan, but
rather a symptom of some more general
stirring. The Soviet Government, having .
denounced Stalinism and in various ways'
set out on more liberal paths, will hardly !
be able to stand still. The appetite for
greater freedom grows by what it feeds

on. The present rulers of Russia mlght

decide to satisfy it in their own country

at a certain cost, but if they do so m:
the satellites they run the risk of for-'
feiting the position of strength they have;
built up for themselves on their western:
frontiers since the war.

Alternatively, they might decide to!
scrap their new experiments and revert%
to a policy of Stalinist repression. There |
would be a precedent for this. The!
situation bears resemblances to that in.|

" 1905 when there was a series of outbursts '

against the Tsarist régime which .
amounted in sum to a state of revolution.

The sequel was the period of authori-:
tarian reaction under SToLYPIN. "It may ;
still be possible for the Soviet Govern- |
ment to follow suit if it wants, It has
at its disposal all the modern machinery | !
of repression. On the other hand, the |

*idea of a freer life has begun to spreadl

among the masses under Soviet rule. ’
History would suggest that in the long
Tun it may be 1rrepressxble |

|
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Loondon Observer
July 1 1956

' Poznan Poser for
the Kremlin

4

_ admitting the existence of
serious discontent among the
workers for some time past. As
long ago as April the First Secre-
tary of. the i
Party, Ochab (a man with strong
Stalinist affiliations), said to a
meeting of party activists in War-
saw : “ It can hardly be said that

, required by the workers and at the

' pace we ourselves envisaged at one °

tire.” .

The dverage wage in Poland is
officially given as 850 zloties a month;
but in the same speech . Ochab
admitted that in faet *several hun-
dreds of thousands ™ of workers were
still -earning less than 500 zloties a
moath. On May 20, Zycie Gosparcze
carried an article complaining of low
living standards which stated cate-
gorically : “* A person who earns only
1,000 zloties- a month cannot make

ends meet, . . . Masses of people live -~

in indescribable conditions.” .
Long Tradition of

Independence
This is thé background to the Poz-

" nan riots—and to’ the feeling of the

Polish working class in general: a
state of seethin,
ledged by the

- ing to flare into the open. The motive

wag economic rather than political; .
developments
have had a close bearing on the -

- but recent political

. present situation.

That the explosion, when it came, ;
occurred at Poznan, was due to a .
In the first place °

number of factors.
Poznan has a long:tradition of inde-
pendence. Tt has a strong German
element, dating from the days of
Prussian rule, and more than ouce
in the past it has defied the Warsaw
Government. It is also one of the
main headquarters of Catholicism;
and Catholicism in Poland still stands
for the people against the "Govern-
ment. Further, a number of Poznan
factories have lately switched from
armament production to peace-time
- praduction, and the workers have lost
. the extra wages paid to those engaged
v the armament industries. .

Polish Communist

we, as the ruling party, have raised -
the standard of living to the level

discontent, acknow-
overnment, and wait- .

! '~ By EDWARD CRANKSHAW
THE Polish leadership has been oy

Real vCrievéﬁces B
Admitted

It is fairly clear that the workers
of the Stalin locomotive works had
been planning for some time past a
peaceable demonstration timed to
coincide with the Poznan trade fair,
in order to obtain the maximum of
gublicity. But feelings were inflamed -
y two things ; the arrest of a num-
ber of workers for going on striké,
and the slamming of thé door in the
face of a workers’ delegation sént to

* Warsaw to lay the case of their fel-

lows before the Government. These
%woA events Set the demonstration on
re,
It is not only Poznan, however.
The seriousness of the general situa-

i tion in Poland as a whole is reflected

in Government statements. In one
breath the Prime Minister, Cyran-
kiewicz, ascribes the riots to im-

" perialist provocateurs and declares’

that those  responsible - will be
punished with the utmost rigour of
the law; in the next breath he is ad-
mitting the existence of very real
rievances which he puts down to
‘economic difficulties ™ and also to
*“ mistakes and the incorrect applicas
tion of existing laws.” These mis-

“ takes, he went on to say in a stater

ment which was more of an appeal
-than a threat, will be immediately
corrected. , L

The Polish situation reflects in

acute form the dilemma of all the-

satellite Governments, The great
industrialisation programme called
for the sacrifice of living standards in
the - Russian manner, The fuifilment
of this sort of programme is possible
only through the ruthless applica-
tion of police terror. .With the
easing of Soviet pressure under the
Kremlin's new look, Poland moved
faster than any other satellite towards
liberalisation, and the power of the
police was curtailed. But the Govern-
ment has not been able to adapt is
_economic programme to the - new

spirit. :

The liberalisation has been real.
The Poles, always impetuous and
reckless, rushed to proclaim the new
freedom, and at the first sign of de-
creasing pressure Polish intellectuals,
writers and poets immediately began
to talk at the tops of their voices with
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a lack of discretion which sent shud-
ders down the spines of their friends
in the West. But nothing ha¥pencd to
thiem, and they went on talking and
writing, satirising and denouncing the
system against which, so short a time
before, no whisper could be raised.
And when the news of Khrushchev's
denunciation of Stalin went round,
the Poles were the first to see that
everyone knew abouf it. Nothing
happened to. them. At the most they
received a disoreet . warning from
?r{oscow not to let things move' {oo
ast.

Trying to Walk a
Tight-rope .

This immunity greatly emboldened
rebellious spirits everywhere, And
now the Polish workers have made
themselves ~ felt. They are -not
Russians, inured to sullen obedience,
Given a chance, they have proteste

-against the miserable conditions of

their lives, But a line has to be
drawn somewhere. Economics and
living = conditions, - wuinlike * political

“ideas, touch the hard facts of life.

The workers of Pozhan are asking
for something which the Govern-
ment cannot in présent cirdumstances
provide ! jnore food, better clothes,

- a better ‘life. Ever since the change

of mood in the Kremlin the Polish
Govertititent has been trying to com-
promise, to walk a tight-tope, to give
greater freedom- without. the meatis
to enjoy that freedom. - "~ - -

The great decision now lies with
the Kremlin: a return to repression,
which would make nonsense of Mr,
Khrushchev’s earnest protestations—
or .the granting  of -more freedom
and more than the sham of indepen-
dence—which - would” call” for a
decisive check in the forced ine
dustrialisation . programme, . at the
expense of existing plans, - g
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London Times
~July 2 1950

i

"

MOSCOW, JuLy
The Soviet leaders who have suc-

plain why Stalin’s errors and excesscs,

criticism, were permitted to occur. A
long decree, published in the Communist
Party newspaper Pravda, explains that
it was not lack of personal courage on
the part of the present leaders that per-
mitted the development of Stalin’s one-
man dictatorship, known as the cult of
i the individual, but rather a sct of
" historical circumstances which made it
impossible to deter Stalin from mass
oppressions and other crimes.
The decree runs to almost 7,000 words
" and is signed by the Central Committee
of the Communist Party of the Soviet
Union. Apparently it seeks to reply to
questions concerning the earlier role of
Stalin’s heirs which have been raised
by Russians as well as persons abroad
since the reappraisal of Stalin was begun.

CALCULATED RISK

The Communist Party document declares
that certain capitalist and imperialist ele-
metits are tying to take advantage of the
calculated risk of the de-Stalinization pro-
gramme, which was undertaken in an cffort
to. releasg long repressed initiative on the
farm and in the factory, by “resorting to
all manner of tricks and ruses to distract
the attention of working people from the
progressive and inspiring ideas the Socialist
wortld puts forward before humanity.”

Although the Soviet Union is sceking to

! correct mistakes of the Stalin past and is
¢ % doing very much to bring about a rclaxa-

tion of international tension—and this is
‘now recognized everywhere— Amierican
monopoly capital continues to assign large
sums of money to strengthen subversive
activities in Socialist countrics.”

The decree states that at the peak of the
. cold war the United States Congress appro-
priated $100m. for the purpose.of conduct-
ing subversive - activities in Communist
countries, and that recently another $25m.
has been appropriated for the same purpose.

SUBVERSION IN POLAND

. Such funds, the decree says, have been
" used to stimulate the Poznan riots. “ Agents
provocatenrs and subversive elements who
were paid out of the oversea funds had
enough ‘go’ in them only for a few hours.
The toilers of Poznan resisted hostile sallies
and provocations. The plans of the dark
knights of cloak and dagger have fallen
through, their dastardly provocation against
the people’s power 'n Poland has failed.
- All Tuture attempts atsubversive actions in

ceeded Stalin undertook to-day to X~ §,0" American monopolics.”

which are now subject to constant ;

| RUSSIAN LEADERS EXCUSE THEIR
SILENCE UNDER STALIN |

From Qur Special Correspondent

e e

_ e -
people’s democracies are similarly doomed
to ftailure, even though such uctions are
generously paid for out of funds assigned

The decree, which is dated Tune 30, closes
on this note: “No malicious, slanderous
outbursts of our cnemies can halt the
invincible historical march of mankind
toward Communism.” It calis upon all
party organizations to adhere to the prin-
ciplés of Marxism-Leninism, to observe the
“supreme principle ” of collective leader-
ship, and to end violations of the revolu-
. tionary Socialist laws,

In spite of Lenin’s warning, Stalin
retained the post of general secretary and,
according to the account in the decree, did
“reckon with the critical remarks of V. L
Lenin for a period immediately following
his death.” However, later Stalin began
ignoring party democracy, called meetings
of the Central Committee less regularly,
grossly flouted the Leninist principles of
lcadership, and “in fact, was beyond
criticism.” The successes of the people and

party were attributed to Stalin, and in this

by the men around Stalin to oppose him

people, .
The decrec poses the question which
Soviet Union: “Why, then, had not these

openly against Stalin and removed him
from the leadership ? In the prevailing
conditions this could not be done.

facts unquestionably show that Stalin is
guilty of many unlawful acts, that were
committed particularly in the last period
of his life.
know Stalin as a man_always acting in
defence of the U.S.S.R. against the
machinations of enemies and working for
the cause of Socialism.”

atmosphere, the decree explains, any effort

would not have been supported by the.

undoubtedly has been widely asked in the

people [the present leaders] come out -

he -

However, one must not forget |
at the same time that the Soviet people :

The decree stresses that it was not that

the present leaders had lacked personal

courage to oppose Stalin.  “ Any opposition !

. to him under these circumstances,” it says,
“would not be understood by the people,
and it is not at all a matter of lack of
personal courage. It is clear that everyone
who in these circumstances would come out
against Stalin would get no support from’
the pcople.” ’
Another reason given for lack of action.
against Stalin while he lived was_that
“many facts and wrong actions of Stalin, .
particnlarly in the sphere of violating Soviet .

law, became known only lately, after Stalin's
death, chiefly in connexion with the expo-’
sure of Beria's gang and the establishment
of party control over the security organs."
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SPECTATOR, JUNE 22, 19356

MEN IN IRON MASKS

HEN Communist leaders in other countries can

\/ ‘/ accuse the reigning group in the Kremlin, and not

{ merely those who happen to be awaiting execution,

both of personal faults and of inadequate Marxism, it is plain
that strange moves are afoot. Togliatti has now pointed out
(what was plain enough to non-Communists already) that
Khrushchev’s excuses for his own and his colleagues’ failure to
stop Stalin are inadequate, and that he seems not to have con-
sidered what is at fault in the Soviet system that such a dictator-
ship could arise. Khrushchev is said to have told Nenni that
he realised these revelations might wreck the French and
Italian Communist Parties, but they had been made for urgent
internal reasons. And the soundest interpretation of the secret
speech is that it was a result of the struggle for power within
the Party Praesidium. The original attack on the ‘cult of
personality’ seems to have been an emergency measure to
prevent Khrushchev’s assumption of supreme power. Khrush-
chev, if this is right, then acted on the old political principle
‘If you can’t beat them, join them,” and took over sponsorship
of the move—several parts of his speech are clearly directed
against Malenkov and others. (And the struggle continues. The
Army paper Voyenny Vyestnik has now been heavily counter-
attacked from above simply for repeating Khrushchev’s criti-

- ¢ism of Stalin’s military skill.)

The speech should not be taken as gospel : there is a great

- deal of omission and some obvious falsification. But it at last

‘revealed the truth of striking and important political cases

which have for decades been as much debated as that of the

‘Man in the Iron Mask.

There is a great deal of dynamite in all this which is now

' exploding all through the Communist world. The ruling group

- were shot in the next year or two, and, again, that Stalin ille- .

itself was just that small minority who managed to keep Stalin’s
confidence to the end—a very considerable reflection on their
characters, as in the case of Catesby, Ratcliffe and Lovell.
Moreover, Khrushchev undermines the legitimacy of their

‘whole succession. He states, for instance, that ninety-eight out

of the 139 members of the Central Committee elected in 1934

gally expelled Andreyev from the Politburo. The latter has not,

' however, been reinstated, nor have the few imprisoned sur-
~ vivors of the old Central Committee re-entered public life.

The falsity of Khrushchev’s position does not escape Togli-

o attl, who makes sound points against the Russians. But, no
: more than Khrushchev’s speech itself, is Togliatti’s statement

lacking in disingenuousness. On the far periphery of the Com-

munist world America’s leading pro-Soviet writer, Mr. Howard

Fast, is confessing in the pages of the New York Daily Worker
that he all along knew about Stalinist persecutions in Russia.
But Togliatti, who was in Moscow as one of the top operatives
of the Comintern during the whole terror, and saw his col-
leagues arrested by the score, affects to deny all knowledge of

these things. The pattern is simple. The Soviet leaders blame
Stalin alone. Those who were a little farther away blame Stalin
and the Soviet leaders. But the facts were quite adequately
known, and the rest of us are perfectly entitled to blame, as
accomplices in varying degrees, all members of the Communist
movement at least down to Mr. Fast’s level. Neither the
Khrushchev speech nor the Togliatti statenient shows any signs
of being due to the sudden rush to the head of a passion for
objective truth. They must be seen as political manceuvres :
Khrushchev’s as a desperate effort to secure his position against
the Kremlin’s barmecides, Togliatti’s as a tentative step to-
wards carving out a fief for himself (perhaps in concert with
Tito) among the crumbling remnants of the Stalinist ideological
empire.

The present leaders both in and out of Russia are using the
tones of Leninist democracy. These certainly sound better than
those of Stalin, but, still, we know what Leninist democracy
was like. Khrushchev’s attack on Stalinist terrorism is confined
entirely to terrorism exercised against Communists. He notes
.with approval that ‘Lenin without hesitation used the most
extreme methods against enemies.” Where Stalin went wrong
was that he ‘chose the path of repression and physical anni-
hilation not only against actual enemies’ but also against

Communists. Such are the limits of the new ‘liberalisation’: :

Togliatti and Co. see nothing wrong here.

We may as well note that Khrushcheyv finally and irrefutably
justified NATO and the Western atomic bomb programme,
which some people would have had us drop. For he not only
revealed that the USSR was only a few years ago ruled by a
bloodthirsty maniac, but explicitly confirmed that ‘the wilful-
ness of Stalin showed itself also in the international relations
of the Soviet Union’ so that ‘during Stalin’s leadership our

peaceful relations with other nations were often threatened, .
because one-man decisions could cause, and often did cause, -
great complications.” Nor are we offered any guarantee against f

repetition, even if we make the thoroughly unproved assump-
tion, urged on us by the Bevanbrook axis, that we can trust the

present rulers. So long as the Soviet State is sealed off politically .

and ideologically from its own people and from the world, just
as its armaments are withheld from UN inspection, we cannot

check their professions. But if they were trustworthy they

would have nothing to hide.
While a threat of disintegration hangs over the Communist
movement, let us not close our eyes to the danger which faces

the rest of us. It is quite likely that a modus vivendi will after

all be reached between the Kremlin and the Togliattis, A more .

. flexible, and less obviously anti-national, Communist enemy

might be a greater danger than ever to the free nations. In spite
of occasional anodyne remarks, no Communist has disavowed
the objective of a one-party world, nor the use of violence and
fraud, of ‘extreme methods’ in fact, to bring it about.
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THE ECONOMIST, JULY 7, 1956

. Trotsky to the Pantheon?

HE communist dialogue is in spate. Prodded by western
Tcommunist interventions, Pravda has had to publish
a diluted version of Mr Khrushchev’s secret speech. This
is really the main purpose of the lengthy official declaration
explaining the attacks on the “cult of the individual.”
Moscow now claims communist approval from Peking and
Paris for its new line, but denies Signor Togliatti’s charges
about signs of degeneracy in Soviet society. Stalin’s heirs
must also defend themselves against accusations of com-
plicity in their master’s crimes. Their defence is twofold.
On the one hand, they now put more stress on his positive
achievements and also on Russia’s encirclement 5 who, they -
ask, would have understood them if they had sniped at -
the commander of a besieged fortress ? At the same time
they hint that during the war a “Leninist nucleus” of
soldiers and politicians did by-pass Stalin’s orders. This °
distinction between more and less “ Stalinist” members

. of the central committee. may well foreshadow further
‘removals from the leadership. o
Revelations succeed one another at an unexpected pace
-, and little can now be kept behind closed doors for long.
Lenin’s testament, one of the eightcen documents which
Mr Khrushchev apparently released during the secret
-session of the congress to explain his attack on Stalin, has
‘now been published in Kommunist, the theoretical organ
:of the party. The “testament ” is a document in which |
‘Lenin outlined the prospects for the party and his assess- |

ment of its leaders, foreshadowing a clash between Stalin |
and Trotsky. His tribute to both was tempered by criticism |
of their main weaknesses. The appendix to the testament
is a subsequent letter in which Lenin requested Stalin’s
.| removal from the key post of secretary-general. This the

- Russians can now read, and the release must be followed
quickly by the publication of other restricted texts circu-
lated by Khrushchev. These include Lenin’s final violent
outburst against Stalin’s treatment of minorities and his
letter asking Trotsky to lead the attack on the Russifying

1 Georgian in that debate.

- ‘ New evidence and fresh disclosures seem to be forcing
-~ © Khrushchev’s hand in permanence. He wanted to keep the
change gradual and discreet, but was immediately forced |
into the open. He began his criticism of Stalin in the name
of the Stalinist faction, and still defends his master’s early
years ; but now, in the face of Lenin’s judgment, many will |
ask him and his collcagues whether they were not backing J
the wrong man and the wrong line from the very start. Who
could have said a few months ago that Lev Davidovich
Trotsky- may end up in the Pantheon of the Soviet |

~{ revolution ? Not Mr Khrushchev. }

— pme e
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THE ECONOMIST, JULY 7, 1956

Lessons of Poznan

in Poznan are related events, two manifestations of the

change that has been at work throughout the Soviet orbit
since Stalin’s death. Tito’s visit to Moscow illustrates the extent to
which Stalin’s heirs have revised not only their master’s methods of
dealing with smaller communist countries, but also his very concept
- of what a satellite should be. The Poznan rising is evidence of the
explosive forces which such a revision can release.

. At the height of the cold war, from 1949 onwards, the very mentxon
of a country’s “own road to socialism” was a punishable crime,
branding the bold spokesman as a traveller on the heretical road that
led to Belgrade. With President Tito’s visit to Moscow, Titoism has
ceased to be a heresy. True, it never at any time involvcd the scrap-
ping of communism or the abandonment of one-party rule. It would
- be wrong to see, in Jugoslavia or in eastern Europe, an evolution
* towards -any political system remotely acceptable to the liberal ideas
; of the west. Titoism was, rather, a national revolt against Moscow’s :
~ orders which broadened out into a rejection of the dictation of 1deas
- by Stalin.

. By how much has the situation changed since Stalin’s death? The

‘ communiqué published at the close of the Moscow talks accepted

- Titoism as orthodox, and actually made it a heresy to question the
" concept of “own roads to socialism.” In recent months Mr Khrush-
-chev and his colleagues have apparently been urging the eastern:
- European leaders to seek their own remedies and solve their own |
iproblems. Yet, scarcely had Marshal Tito on his way home left:

i Bucharest—once the Cominform seat from which the denunciation .

' had come, his visit thus marking symbolically the end of thc schlsm

" —when the Poznan cannonade began.

For ecastern Europe the dxsmantlmg of Stalinism is really a dual
‘process. The countries are groping after their own identity, while
‘simultancously throwing the fetters of Stalinist doctrine on to the
“historical scrap-heap. The forces unleashed by the * thaw,” as this
process has come to be called, have never represented as gréat a threat ,
“to the foundations of Soviet society as to the communist regimes of
“eastern Europe, for reasons which are obvious. Although the doc- | ;
"trine of the Russian revolution came from the west, the revolutlon
“itself came from within Russia, and it has lasted nearly forty years
 already. During this pcnod Russian society Has been torn apart and
reshaped and new generatmns brought up to whom the status of
. the free, property-owning peasant is as little. known as that of the !
landlord or the merchant.’ In eastern Europe, though it could rely :
“on degrees of support which varied from one country to another, }
“the revolution was not an indigenous force but a ready—made product i
imported in the luggage of the victorious Soviet Army. (President |
Tito’s position as a successful resistance leader was quite. exceptional .

- and largely explains his strength.) The last ten years have not been

M ARSHAL TITO’S reconciliation with Moscow and the revolt
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enough to uproot all remnants of the past, all old con-
victions and longings. Over wide areas the Catholic
Church still claims the allegiance of a large part of the
population. The land, except in Bulgaria, is still largely
in the hands of peasant smallholders suspicious of a
regime philosophically committed to their elimination.
The Poznan outburst has now shown that the industrial
working class is not immune from discontent, either.

*

Poland has a long romantic tradition of desperate
struggle in seemingly lost causes. Yert this is not the
ofily reason why the first explosion should have taken
place there. Poland is the best test-tube for the study
of the metamorphosis of a satellite, because it is there
that the experiment has gone furthest. Throughout
the postwar period Polish Communist rulers, heirs of
leaders executed in Stalin’s jails, showed a greater reluc-
tance in carrying out Moscow’s orders than did other
satellite bosses. Rajk, Kostov and Slansky had been
“executed, but the rehabilitation of Wladyslaw Gomulka,
the disgraced Polish party secretary, did not have to
be posthumous. When Stalin’s heirs gave the signal
to relax the discipline, the Poles began to move forward
with a singular enthusiasm. The rejection of Stalinism
provoked a greater intellectual ferment there than else-
where. The Polish Communist party suffered an
apparently genuine fit of conscience which led it into
violent condemnations of its own hypocrisies in the past.
Writers, after years of euphemism, dipped their pens
in black ink to describe the scamy side of a People’s
- Democracy with such gusto that Polish newspapers

t have lately been kept off the news-stands in Prague,
i Sofia, and Bucharest. '

" The whole trend seemed to develop with official
_blessing. The Sejm (parliament) was allowed to raise
& critical voice ; émigrs were invited back ; the AK—
 the resistance movement directed from London during
| the war—was rehabilitated. Thousands of prisoners
| were released by a mass amnesty, while the UB—the
-security police—was attacked for violating “ socialist

legality,” its chiefs sacked or imprisoned, and its hold on

i the population greatly weakened by persistent criticism
. of its abuses both from above and from below. A new
t reign of freedom was being proclaimed from the house-
| tops, but the economic measures to quieten the result-
ing expressions of discontent were taken belatedly and
could not, in any event, keep pace with the political
-wave. Workers may well have read in all these signs
the permission to stake their demands bluntly, and
opponents of the regime a chance to precipitate 3 crisis.

' letariat deserts a

That the first outburst should have taken place in
Poznan itself, in the Polish west, is sommewhat more
perplexing. Poland may have a tradition of insurrec-
tion; bloody clashes with the police were not unknown

before the war; but Poznan is not the heir of that

wradition.  This stolid city, so long in Prussian posses-
sion, was a stronghold of the right-wing National

Dremocrats, and its labour was far from being a social-

ist vanguard. Anti-German feeling, ingrained by his-
tory, formed & link between this region and the

communist government. At the same time the pros-

perous, westernised population of Poznan probably
resented the economic disorder and the ensuing short-
ages more actively than any other. The spark was
apparently given by a blundering revision of work
schedules, amounting to a cut in earnings. Was the
paticnce of the Poznan workers really exhausted and the
revolt an expression of blind, uncalculating despair,
or did a peaceable demonstration for the righting of
grievances get out of control? It is for the moment

" impossible to disentangle a clear answer from the con-

flicting evidence. Yet, whoever pulled the trigger, the

. communists themselves candidly admit that “ legitimate

gricvances of the workers ” made the rising possible.
‘The communist government will obviously seeck con-

" solation in the special character of Poznan and excuses

in “the work of foreign agents ”. But when thé pro-
“ proletarian dictatorship ”, Marxist

TP ——

* rulers must ponder seriously the real reasons for the |

discontent, and its extent. It is not easy from outside |

to measure the standard of life in eastern Europe or
to draw precise comparisons with the prewar level.
The Poles claim that consumption a head of foodstuffs

- and other consumer goods is higher now than before
. the war. At the same time they admit that real wages

have risen only imperceptibly since 1950, that acute

shortages are being felt, and that many wages are still |

little above the starvation level. One possible explana-
tion of the contrast between certain claims and the

* . known facts of poverty and dissatisfaction may lic in the
- extremely rapid growth of the urban population

throughout eastern Europe. Poznan itself has now
375,000 inhabitants against 275,000 in 1939. Peasants,

i come to town, acquire new tastes ; their pressure on the

supply of consumer goods grows quickly heavier.

*

But the growth of the urban population is enly one

sspect of the rapid industrialisation on the Stalinist

model which eastern Europe has shared with the Soviet
Union, and of which the industrial workers have prob-
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sbly had to bear a large part of the burden. Massive
investment, the stress on heavy industry and since 1951
on defence, overcrowding, high food prices—all these
had to be paid for industrialisation at brf:akncck speed.
This was the economic basis of Stalinism in Russia.
The ecast European leaders have been trying to _changc
their Stalinist political edifice without adapting its
economic foundations.

What next ? Has the new wave sweeping through
eastern Europe been broken on the Poznan dam, and
will it now recede ? Prophecy is a difficult art, but
some lessons can be drawn from the precedent of
_Berlin three years ago. The parallel between the two
events is striking: in cach case thc.revo-h followed
guickly upon the first signs of relaxation, and in each
it was a blunder over wage-rates that _gfgglipltated thc_

storm.. In Berlin after the June rising of 1953 a.clear
attempt was made to put the political lid back on. Now,
too, the advocates of going slow in dismantling the
Stalinist empire, whether in Budapest, Prague or
Moscow, will seek in Poznan an argument for their
case and for the maintenance of a strong grip by the
security police. ~Yet, even in eastern Germany the
economic concessions were maintained and the current
of political relaxation reasserted irself,

T

Mr Cyrankiewicz, the Polish premier, has declared ~
that the process of * democratisation » will go on un-
abated. Something may well be set in motion immedi-
ately to relieve the economic grievances. Poland alone
of the countries of the Soviet bloc has not yet pub-
lished its new five-year plan; there may still be an
opportunity to shift the balance of economic effort in
the consumer’s favour. Events may force other

countries as well to revise their integrated plans in the
same direction. Nor need the political process be
arrested.  The partisans of the new line, arguing that
what is required is more and not less of the same
medicine, may continue to carry the day, leaving
Poznan as a tragic reminder of the risks involved not
only in establishing, but also in relaxing, a dictatorship
and an empire. :

Whatever shape the transformation should take, the
West can no longer view it with the mental rigidity
born of the earlier phase of the cold war. Then, when
the countries of eastern Europe were being moulded
to the same pattern and thrust into the Stalinist strait-
jacket, it was convenient to lomp them together as
Moscow’s satellites. Now that the strait-jacket is being
lifted the behaviour of each east European country
must once again be looked at for itself.
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THE ECONOMISE, JUNE 30, 1956
Nennl on Liberty

T is in Italy that the Khrushchev version has created the
greatest imallectual ferment. After Signor Togliatti’s
challenge to Moscow, it was the turn last week of Signor
Nenni. His essay in Mondo Operaio is probably the most
balanced assessmient to have come as yet from a leftist
political figure. Signor Nenni criticises Mr Khrushchey for
not providing any historical interpretation of Stalinism and :
shows -the contradiction between the achievements of the
Soviet Union and the portrait of the maniac who apparently
- presided over the country’s destiny. For him, Stalin’s heirs -
cannot find an excuse in terror, because “they had been
placed in positions of responsibility . . . precisely to face
difficult situations.” Finally, he traces the progressive sub-
stitution of the Bolshevik dictatorship for that of the prole-
tariat, and of Stalin’s rule for that of the party, and
concludes that what Russia now needs above all is a change
of institutions in the direction of democracy ; he thus ends |
with a measured plea for personal liberty.
What lesson for the future Signor Nenni' draws from all - |
this is less clear. His essay is not a mere attempt by a
former Stalin Prizewinner to extricate himself from a . :
predicament.  He and his party are likely to benefit from

the new situation. They may well gain from both sides:, |

- the Communist disarray should bring them some fresh .-
- support on the left, while their new emphasis on democracy

- and liberty could win them the sympathy, not only of Signor
- Saragat’s Social Democrats, but also of the left wing of the
Qhristian Democratic party. How will Nenni manceuvre |

. in the circumstances ? He can use his stronger position to |
influence Communist policy. He may also look increasingly !

. to his right and progressively relax the “pact of action ?
now uniting him with the Communists,
His decision will be fateful for the international working
class movement. For the moment he merely claims that
new relations will have to be worked our. The end of the
Cominform and the dethronement of Stalin mark, in his!
- opinion, the end of an era in the international movement'
-as well, and this would indicate that he thinks of creating :
a new united international rather than of joining the existing ‘

. anti-communist one. Signor Nenni has aces up his sleeve,
, but nobody can tell whom he will choose as partner in the °

" game, ‘ .
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FRANCE

Franc-Tireur, 30 June-1 July

Against the back drop of the workers' revolt in Poznan,
against misery, oppression and totalitarian dictatorship,
Franc-Tireur publishes today and widely distributes--in
collaboration with the Soclalist Party and its organ, Le
Populaire de Parils--the extraordinary secret report in
which, before the members of the 20th Congress of the CPSU
the First Secretary of the party, Nikita Khrushchey, offi-
clally revealed what we have never failed to denounce: the
suffering, the oppression, the absolute dictatorship of
the 20 years of Stalin's reign which welghted down the
Russian people and the people's democracies, leaving aside
“the sinisgter effects that worldwlde Stalinism had on the
labor movement everywhere.

Before declding to publish and distribute among the

- largest popular audience this tremendous confession by one

of the old comrades and assoclates of Stalin we have wanted
to walt until the authentilcity of the report was clearly and
lrrefutably established. We wanted to wait for confirmation
or elge for denlals that were sure to come from Moscow or
from the different Communist parties should the slightest
doubt exlst.

Now official and unofficial confirmation has come from
everywhere, first from the US and Great Britain, then from
Italy where the ex-S8Stalinist leader Togliattli was forced to
discuss the secret report and to pass timild criticism on a
‘collectlve leadershlp which has decided at this time to make
a s8ingle man responsible for the "errors" and "faults" which
. could well have been collective. The confirmation was lssued
© by the Italian soclalist leader Pietro Nenni who goes even
- farther and places the blame at the door of the system, the

“dogmas, and the methods which made such failures ahd crimes
possible. :

Cautious conflrmation has begun to tricklé in from Cdm~

" munist parties and finally from Moscow which is taking
- ghelter behlnd the reactions of certailn parties abroad in

. acknowledging the exilstence and authenticity of the extra-;
~ordinary document.
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Published and distributed jointly by Franc-Tireur and
Le Populaire de Paris, organ of the Soclalist Party, the
supplement should reach all soclalist workers, all demo-
crats and, we hope, through joint efforts also the long-
abused, misled, and bewildered Communist masses from which
the party of Messrs. Thorez, Fajon, Servin, etc., has
painstakenly tried to hide this official testimony from
the Kremlin, every line, every fact and every reference
of which must forever doom their lies and servility.

Let us read this secret official report. Let nobody
shrink from reading the four pages that we have left intact
80 as to preserve the full 1mpact of the tragilc account;
all we have done 1s insert a few subtitles some of which,
in quotes, are exact reproductions of Khrushchev's words.

Except for some theoretical considerations and allu-
‘8lons to the period of Lenin's life that serve as a sort
of prologue to the speech but which do not touch the 25
years of Stalin's regime, the supplement represents the
full text of Khrushchev's indictment of his old master,
Stalin the Terrible.

‘ It 18, in fact, the portrait of a modern Ivan the Ter-
rible, a documented and minute description of all the acts
that Khrushchev himself repeatedly refers to as monstrous,
of all the acts that Khrushchev himself calls disgraceful.

The acting First Secretary of the CPSU and all his
- comrades 1n the collective leadership well knew thils tyrant
before whom he and they seem to have trembled so long, but
decided to disclose his true nature and his crimes only
three years after his death.

When to the indignation, stupefaction and consternation
of hils audlence the author of this report revealed that Stalin
caused millions of innocent men to be massacred or deported,
that he displaced whole groups of people, that he fabricated
out of whole cloth monstrous indictments the mystery of which
has at last been brought to light, that by physical and moral
torture he made Communists in Russia and elsewhere admit
imaginary crimes--he did not tell us anything new, he merely
admitted facts, . ~ :

Franc-Tlreur had never ceased proclaiming them, the so-
cialist party had never ceased announcing them, all sincere

-
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old Communists, survivors of purges and executions, had
never ceased talking of them. As our comrades of Populaire
will remember, Guy Mollet, summed up what French democrats
were thinking when he said on the occasion of Stalint's
death: "History will record the harm he has done to the
labor movement."

And now--gooner than we had expected--the role of his-
tory is taken by Mr. Nikita Khrushchev, provisional medium
of the glaring truth, a valuable, ranking, and irrefutable
witness, because he was at Stalin's slde, who claims today,
along with the other successors, that he no longer wants
a "Stalinine" atmosphere. :

Who willl henceforth be able to deny the long 1list of
horrorg and extravagances of the Stalin regime? Who?
- Surely not those who showered fulsome praise on all his
acte and all his moves and who now wish to go on with the
business of the day and to make us belieye that all is for-
gotten--as 1f rehablilitation of the dead were suffilclent to
free from responsibility a system that bred the hangmen!

; And what a 1ist i1t 1s! What a table of bloody contents!
. All that one needs to do 18 follow the chapters of the report,

Now Khrushchev himself reestablishes the truth and
tries to steal a march on higtory and inherent. justice.
. But history has outstripped him already. Mr. Khrushchey
~1s too late. The revolt of the Polish workers and people;

- following the revolt in East Berlin is a slgn that perhaps.

history marches faster than is desired by Mr. Khrushchey

5; and all those who believe that the faults and c¢rimes of a

8lngle man can explaln and Justify everything, and that the
- eult of personality can be destroyed by putting the entire
~ blame on the shoulders of a single person. ‘ S
It 1s perhaps to the involuntary credit of Mr. Khrushchey .
-+ to have confirmed with gso many dramatic trappings what we ot
-already knew, to have proclaimed the moral victory of truth o
and of liberty, and thereby to have opened the way for the e
- most excruciating and slmultaneously the most damning revision -

- of the great lies and stifling dogmas in the name of which S
~was enacted all that the First Secretary of the CPSU denounces. -

'f"today, and which we on our part take pride in bringing to the

‘attention of the French people in the greatest possible degregg';
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L'Humanite, Paris, 27 Jun 1956

Our party has rarely been attacked from so many sides.
Speculating on the condltions under which the Khrushchev
report was presented and made public and on the emotlon aroused
by the serious acts for which Stalin 1s belng reproached,
certain individuals ask us, others advise us, others urge us
strongly--a question of emphasis-~to reorganize our party from
top to bottom, to turn everything upside down, to renounce
everything which has contributed to the grandeur and the auth-
" orlty of our party. Without letup, Le Figaro and L'Aurore,
as well as L'Observateur, L'Express, and Le Populaire, are
trying to cultivate the party renegades and traltors, from
Lecorre to Herve, with the hope that their calumnies will
have some effect within the party, and with encouragement and
congratulations in advance to thils or that Communist intel-
lectual who 1s told that he has too much intelligence to
accept the party line. _

While all the lessons of the 20th Congress of the CPSU

. geem to indlcate to us that new steps are belng taken forward

by the international revolutionary movement, it 1ls natural

that everyone wants us to go backward. Not forward toward

the magnificant Marxist-Leninist disclpline which 1s sought

by the CPSU and which deserves authority in the international

worker movement, but toward an opportunist morass where this:
movement would be 1f a new type of workers party (the Communist

'Party) had not appeared in response to an appeal by Lenin.

The final word 1s issued by the Soclalist press, which 1s
“leading the way 1n this campalgn. Charles Ronsac, in an artlcle
in Demain, fancles that the Khrushchev report and its effect

on The French Communists "offers the French Soclallsts a golden
opportunity to tear the working masses" from the influence of
our party. To our dally efforts to form a Communist-Soclallst
united front, Le Populalre responds with a daily anticommunist
article. Recently reporting a speech about the 20th Congress

of the CPSU made by a Soclallst leader returned from the USSR,
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this newspaper writes: "In a speech made to the Tours Congress.
by Leon Blum, he’ points out that, at that time, the Socialists
who rema%ned faithful .to the o0ld tradition had the right point
of view.

This 1s the theme, whether conscious or not, of so many
attacks on our party. They only make us more attached to our
Communist ideal. :

Is 1t still necessary to ask the question, "Who was right?"
Another Soclalist leader returned from the USSR, Andre Philip,
in order to Jjudge the accomplishments of Soclalism there, was
forced to compare 1t to his dream of Soclalism. Just where is
the Socialist Party's Socialism 35 years after Tours? It is
nowhere, Nowhere does Andre Philip find an accomplishment or a
work of the Socilalist Party to compare to that of the Soviet
Union.

And we? We have the USSR. And with the USSR, already a
whole world system of Socialism, from the Elbe to the Pacific,
And hundreds of millions of men of all the countries who are
exclited by these accomplishments and who are becoming more
capable of imitating them. Should one nullify all of thils
under the pretext that errors and faults, malnly those of Stalin,
were able to affect thils Impressive totallty of victories? '

_ .There is no question of that. It has never been so obvious
that capitalism 1s dylng. Leninism 1s living and has no lesson
to learn except from itself,

- Is our party in such a state that 1s necessary to submit
1t to a radical change? The 2 January elections have answered
that question. It is the first party of the country. It is
growlng in influence and organization. This year 1t has re- :
crultec tens of thousands of new members., Its press clrculation
has increased, The Soclallst Party leaders--gince 1t 1s from
this helght that they pretend to judge us--have enfeebled their
~party almost continually since the pre-war period,

. Which party really shows the way to the working class, to _
the nation;, 1f 1t 1s not the Communist Party? We congratulate
ourselves at thils time to see- so many Soclallsts taking such

7.
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welcome posltlons on so many different points and taking
common action with us on these points. We are happy about
what these stands mean, not only on the part of isolated
militants, but by sectlions and federatlons of the Socialist
Party: 1t 1s the Soclalist Party in 1ts entirety, anxious to
seek other roads, which will join 1n common action with our
party tomorrow. But who has pointed out these ways? Who

has helped the Soclallsts discover them.

The Socialist Party or the Communist Party? We do not
make 1t a question of preference to those who agree to fight
at our sides, but 1nstead give a proud answer to those who
censure us.

These attacks can only lead the Communlsts to close their
ranks. They strengthen thelr confidence 1n the party. This
18 true particularly of the 1lnsults and slander almed at the
sorely trled party leaders, partlcularly Maurice Thorez, whcm
the party is fortunate in having at its dilsposal for the good
of the worklng class and all the country, and who have grown
as the party has grown. To denounce the cult of the individual,
which was done in the Soviet Union, the French Communilsts--who
have committed, shall we say, only minor sins in thils realm--
do not forget the role of men in the formation and continued
forward progress of thelr party. The present anti-communist
campalgn finds our party stronger and more united than ever,

Reactionaries will find it useless to suggest to the Com-~~
munlsts that, for them, political courage 1s to accuse thelr
party and 1lts leaders of everything and nothlng. Politlical
courage, for the Communist masses, 1s pride 1n belng Communlsts
in the face of reaction., And it 1s because they are confident
of the merlts of thelr party that French Communlsts, on the
eve of thelr ldth Congress, will work all the more resolutely
among the masses and among the workers of all oplnlons to
‘form a unilted workers front, a new Popular Front, and a
- soclalistic France,
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WEST GERMANY

Freiles Volk (Cpmmunist), 2 Juiy (as broadcast by radio)

In answer to open quesations, the secretariat of the
- party executive of the KPD sends us the following statement:

The bourgeols pressg has published the unauthorized text
of a report of the 20th Party Congress of the CPSU, which
was released by the U.S. State Department and 1s attributed
to Comrade Khrushchev. In this connection, members and
functionaries of our party as well a8 the public have asked
a great number of questlons of the party executive. This
1s understandable, slnce the report deals extensively with
gross blunders and arbitrary actions committed by Stalin
In addition to his already known errors and mistakes. We
shall try to answer frankly and openly all such questions,

1'w; which were asked in honest conviction and out of concern.

Already before the 20th Party Congress, the leadership

",of the CPSU began correcting mistakes which had occurred’

under Stalin's leadership, canceling aribtrary actions of

the past and restoring completely the Socialist legality.

The open criticism of the 20th Party Congress, which at the
same tlme represented the severest self-criticlsm, as well
as the changes already made guarantee that a repetition of -
similar mistakes will be impossible. They express the inner
strength of the CPSU, 1its unity, and solidarity. :

- ~Aside from uncovering the correcting of these mlstakes,

-as was done at the 20th Party Congress, the CPSU is now ’
faced with the task of ascertaining through a thorough ,
.analysls how such mlstakes were possible. The precondition -
and guarantee for the theoretical and practical solution of .
this great task are created by the broad discussion of these
problems 1n the CPSU and among the Soviet public and by the

":creatiVe initiative of the masses aroused thereby as well

_ las_by the liberation of sclence from dogmatism, which is -
o closely connected with the cult of the individual.

The uncovering of the causes for the mistakes.which ,
.oceurred in the Sovliet Union will be of advantage to those -

- eountries which are proceeding on the way toward the cone“'f-
‘struction of Socialism. As a result, they will be able in
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their own construction work to avold the mistakes made 1in
the Soviet Union. For the KPD and the working class of
West Germany, too, important new conclusions approprilate
to conditions in West Germany wlll follow from the appli-
cation of Marxist-Leninist scilence, which will help to
successfully conduct the fight for peace, democracy, and
goclal progress.

By restoring collective leadership, the Soviet Unilon,
during the past years and after the 20th Party Congress of
the CPSU has attained considerable achievements in its
forelgn policy which 1s based on the consolidation of peace,
on the principles of coexlstence; and on the desire for a
relaxation of tensions and for disarmament. These achieve-
ments are the result of the collective policy of. the CPSU
and the Government of the Soviet Unlon. With thelr publica-
tion, the aggressive circles want to shake the confildence
in the collective leadership of the CPSU, in the Sovlet
Unlion, and in the cause of Socialism altogether. They there-
. by hope to counteract the increasing international relaxa-
tion of tenslons and the growing power of the workers moye-
ment .

It 18 no accldent that it was the Federal Republic
which In recent months activated the agitation against the
Soviet Unlon in connection with Adenauer's attempt to push
through general conscription and the further militarization
of West (Germany even agalinst the will of the people. There
18 a close connectlion between Adenauer's speeches, saylng
~ that the Soviet Unilon 1s the "deadly enemy," the distorting

aggertlons about the Soviliet Unlon's German policy, and the
U.S. State Department's publication of the report ascribed
to Khrushchev. The West German population 1g beginning

to realize that the establishment of friendly relations
and the development of trade with the Soviet Union are neces-
sary 1in fthe German people's own interest.

The aggressive forces, on the other hand, which expect
new buslness from militarlzation, see in this development
a great danger to themselves, since they have always explained
the accelerated militarization to the people with the alleged
"threat from the East." This 1s the reason why  they oppose
the Soviet Union's efforts for further relaxation of tensions,
~for dlsarmament and security, which deeds haye proven to be '
undeniably honest. This 1is why--in spite of all proof to-
the contrary--they keep up the assertion that nothing has
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changed in the international situation and through the cor-
rection of Stalin's mistakes.

In reality, not only criticism-and self-criticism were
exerclised 1n the Soviet Union, but 1llegalitles and symptoms
of degeneration alien to Socialism were abolished. 1In
doing so, Socialism once more proved its superiority over
the capitalist system.

While Socialism has freed itself from the deviations
and 1llegalities alien to it, domestic arbitrary actions
and suppression-and aggression toward the outside are the
characterigtics of imperialist reign.

Contrary to the demands of large segments of the West
German public, the monopolists and militarlsts stubbornly
,8tick to thelr policy which harms the interests of the
people, finds expression 1n 1llegalitiles toward the cltlzens,
and finally endangers the exlstence of our entire people
and peace in Europe through the threat of another aggressive
war. As a result of this situation, the Communists in the
- Federal Republic, as well as all those who regard a policy

of peace, of democracy and understanding the basis for
German reunification and for an independent German policy,
find 1t necessary to oppose the anti-Soviet agitation which
serves the Imperilallsts to camouflage thelr antidemocratic
manipulations directed agalnst peace.

We Communists proudly state that the KPD always was,
18, and will be the standard bearer of Socilalism, of frlend-
gship wlth the first Sociallst state, the USSR, and of the '
proletarian internationalism. We shall continue and strengthen
this fight in the interest of the German working class, our = U
people, and peace in Europe. ‘

_ Although the uncovering of the causes which led to the =~ - .
mistakes committed is a task which stlll has to be solved

- by the CPSU--and after all can only be solved by the CP3U-- e

~we 8tlll belleve that in Jjudging these mlstakes the develop- S
ment of the Soviet Union and its position as the only Socialigt
state durling the first 30 years of 1ts history must be taken '
into congideration. The Soviet Unlon developed as the only.
.Soclalist state at a time when 1t was surrounded by a world '
of enemles. The imperialists left no doubt that they wanted
to crush the first workers and peasants state with all avail-
~able means, including military intervention. No sooner had
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the Russian workers and peasants won the victory in thelr
own country, when the armed intervention of the imperialist
powers began. The German imperialists and militarists,

the imperialistis of Britailn, France, the Unlted States,

and Japan attacked the young Soviet state with thelir armies.
Even after this attempt was thwarted, the imperialists
never ceased trylng to start a new war of intervention
against the Soviet Union.

From the beginning, the German imperialists played an
_especlally aggressive role among the imperialist interven-
tionists against the Soviet power. In 1917, they answered
Lenin's peace offers, the first foreign-political gtep of
the new Soviet state, with strengthened military attacks.
Even after the peace of Brest-Litovsk did they continue
thelr invasion of the Baltic states and the Ukraine.

After the Soviet Union, in the Rapallo Treaty, had de-
gisted from demanding German reparations, thereby leadlng
Germany out of her complete isolation, the German imperlallsts
had the then Foreilgn Minister Rathenau murdered and through
the Locarno Treaty led the Weimar Republic into the antl-
Soviet policy of the imperilalisgt Western Powers. Finally,
through the person of Hitler they pushed those political
forces into power which had declared war agalnst the Sovlet
Union and the destruction of Socialism the core of thelr
policy. Thus, the CGerman Ilmperialists were always the
pioneers of that anti-Soviet encircling and invasion polilcy
“which has brought untold damage to the German people and

the peoples of the Soviet Union.

The workers and peasants of the Soviet Union won the
victory in an economically backward country with a weak
industry and backward agriculture. As a result of the
capltalist encirclement, the transformation of thlg state
into a progressive industrial and agrarian state became a
question of 1life or death for the first Soclalist state 1n
the world. The Soviet Union had to master this task of
overcoming the industrial and agricultural backlog through
its own efforts in an inimical environment and in a short
time. This was only possible by overcoming great difficultles
and necessitated the creation of a strong centralized ap-
paratus. '
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However, the creation of a strong centralized apparatus
brings about the great danger of bureaucratism and the weak-
ening of initiative on the lower levels. It cannot be
denied that thls fact made it easier for Stalin--who had
gained great merits in the history of the  CPSU and especilally
in carrying out Lenin's general plan for the construction
of Socialism in the country--to increase his personal power.-
He believed that acts which led to the glorification of his
person and to the broadening of hils personal power were in
the interest of the Soviet state and the Soviet people.

: Some comrades and Soclal Democrats ask why the other
members of the CPSU leadership did not correct Stalin's mis-
takes any sooner. In the past, and especially after Lenin's
death, Stalin acquired great merits in carrylng out the
general principles establlshed by Lenin against Trotskylteas
and Bucharin followers. Stalin was doubtlessly one of the
strongest Marxlsts. Had the CPSU followed the way suggested
by the Trotskyltes and rightists, thils would have led to

the liquidation of the workers and peasants power in the
Soviet Union and to the restoration of capitalism. It 1s
not difficult to imagine today the course of the Second
World War and the attack of the Hitler fasclsts against

the Soviet Union had not the Soviet Union bullt up a power- .
" ful heavy industry 1n accordance with the general party
line, and had it not collectivized agriculture, but accord-
ing to the plans of the rightists had instead given priority
to the development of the consumer-goods 1lndustry.

In that case, the Soviet Union would not have had the
defense strength with which it could meet the fasclist at-
tack and finally smash 1t.

According to the reports of the leading comrades of

. the CPSU, the serious mistakes did not begin to show until

" after the 17th Party Congress of the CPSU., This, however, .
wag at a time when the international situation became ex- '
- tremely critical, when the German fascists and Japanese
imperlalists openly propagated the attack against the Soviet
Union, when the British and French imperialists tried to
orient the German, Italian, and Japanese lmperialists to-
ward the Soviet Union in their demand for a new distribution
of the world and attempted to settle the differences 1n the
imperialist camp at the expense of the Soviet Unlon.
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Considering Stalin's great authority, the attempt to cor-
rect his errors and mistakes already at that time doubt-
lessly would have led to serious differences and to a
serious weakening of the Soviet Union's power and authority.
Such a situation might have become a grave danger to the
existence of the Soviet Union before and during the Second
World War., This also explalns the difficult situation in
which the other leaders of the CPSU found themselves at

that time and until Stalin's death.

Immediately after Stalin's death, the leadership of the
CPSU began correcting his mistakes, condemning the cult of
the 1ndividual and revoking arbitrary measures taken by
Stalin. The leadership of the CPSU finally openly criticized
Stalin's mistakes at the 20th Party Congress, dlsregarding
the fact that this criticism mlight be used against the Soviet
Union by the supporters of the capitalist soclety. This
open criticism also warrants a thorough abolition of all
mistakes committed and proves the intention of preventing a
repetition of such mistakes 1in the future.

We deny representatives of the capitalist society the
right to express hypocritical Indignation about Stalin's _
arbitrary actions for having caused much bloodshed and tears
among the working masses. They (the representatives of the
capitalist soclety--Ed.) ungcrupulously destroyed the 1life
of a whole city by dropping an atom bomb, they unscrupulously
prepare a new atom war, they cause an infinite number of '
deaths in order to keep up the colonial system in Africa and
Asla, they are responsible for the crimes of Hitler fascism,
and they participated in such c¢rimes. The uncoyering of
the causes which led to such mistakes and which made arbitrary
actions possible, as well as their prevention in the future,
are a matter for the workers movement exclusively.

- If we are asked why leading German Communists did not
any sooner realize the gross mistakes made under Stalin's
reign, we have to declare: We had no reason to doubt the
necegsity for the severest measures agalnst the imperialilst
agencles, after we ourselves experienced the furious and ‘
criminal attacks of the reaction at the German workers move-
ment and our party.

_ We had no reason to doubt that the murderers of Rosa
Luxemburg, Karl Liebknecht, Ernst Thaelmann, Rudolf Breitsacheid,
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and tens of thousands of other German antifasclsts would

do everything in their power to organize 1in the Soviet
Union, too, the work of enemies of the party, of spiles

and murderers. This 1s actually what happened, and 1t

i3 still going on today on German territory. To this end,
agents organizations were set up in the Federal Republic
and West Berlin, which plan the murders of Social Demo-
crats and Communists (see the murder 1list of the BDJ) and
which send agents, spies, and diversionists to the GDR in
order to disturb the peaceful construction of the German
Democratic Republic through acts of sabotage, arson, poison,
and acts of violence, as the fascist riots of June 17, 1953.

To oppose this was and is at any time the duty of the
Soctlalist state. If in dolng so the Justified and necessary
defense against imperialist crimes againgt the Sovlet state
was transgressed in the Soviet Union, and 1f the security
organs commltted 1llegal acts against and infringed on inno-
cent persons, we condemn these events as much as the other
Communists do. However, those who themselves dld and still
do everything in their power to dlsturb the peaceful
Soclallst construction in the Sovlet Union and in other
countries have the least right to complain about it. Who-
ever wants to know the root of evil 1n today's world must
realize that capitalism 1s the source of all evll and of
~all crimes of our time. Socialism, however, 18 the source
of hope for humanity. Socialism shows humanity the way to
libveration from the cursge of exploitation, natiocnal suppres-
glion, and war. Herein lileg the world-hlstorilic Ilmportance
of the victory of the workers and peasants, first in the
Soyiet Unlon and now also in the People's Democracies,
from the German Democratic Republic to People'gs China.

" The cannon kings of the Rhine and Ruhr hate Soclalism
not because of possible mistakes but because of 1ts vic-~
torious strength, because of the liberal and progressive
spirit which the Sociallst theory and practice increagingly
arouse 1n the hearts of the West German workers. It 1s this
splrit which the imperialists, these deadly enemies of the
working class and of humanity, want to extinguish. That 1is
why they are now crying that a "genuine change" must not
" be confined to eradicating Stalin's mlstakes, but that we
must also turn away from Marx, Engels, and Lenin. How could
the workers ever turn away from the idea of their liberation,
after i1t has already been victorious on one-third of the
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earth! How could humanity part with the idea of a future
truly worthy of human beings, when this is already being

put into living practice by a billion people between the

Elbe River and the Pacific Ocean!

The 20th Party Congress of the CPSU has given all
nations a new great perspective. The imperialists will
not be able to obscure the great fact of the construction
of Soclalism and of the further economic and cultural pro-
gregs of the Soviet Union under the Sixth Five Year Plan.
The 20th Party Congress of the CPSU has shown the nations
that war is no longer inevitable but rather, that they
have the power to prevent another war. It has solved new
important problems in the spirit of Marxism-Leninism.
Concerning the question of the form of transition to Social-
ism, 1t was proved that the victory of Socialism in the
. Soviet Union and the coming into exlstence of a world camp
of Soclalism in the capltalist countries has created the
possibllity of carrying out the transition to Soccialilsm in
a peaceful and parlilamentary way.

The example of the victory of the cause of the workers.
and peasants and of the construction of Socialism in the
Soviet Union 1g today--as regard the form--no longer the
only model for the victory of Soclalism in other countries.
‘For thls reason, 1t 1s stated in the declaration concerning
- the relations between the Federation of Communists of Yugo-
glayla and the Communist Party of the Soviet Union that
both sldes take the point of view that Soclalism develops
differently in different countriles and under different con-
ditions, and that the fact that Socialism develops in many
“ways contributes to its strengthening. They start from ’

- the fact that all tendencies to force their opinion regard-

" ing the deflniltion of ways and forms of Socilalist develop-
ment (on others--Ed.) are allen to both sides. They agree
that the aforementioned cooperation must be based on complete -
voluntariness and equality of rights, on friendly criticism,.
and on the comradely character of the exchange of opinions
in the disputed questions between our parties.” '

For the Communist Party of Germany, too, consequences
result from the change in the world situation, from the fact
that the Soviet Unlon no longer is the only Soclalist country
but that Socialism has gone beyond one country and has been
victorlous 1n a number of countries. The fact that Germany
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is split and that there exist two German states certainly.
makes our situation different from that of other countries.
As long as the Western occupation forces and the ruling
circles of the Federal Republic stick to the idea that a
reunified Germany must be included in NATO, the military
bloc system of the United States, as long as these circles
refuse to acknowledge that the reunification of Germany 1s
a matter for the Germans themselves and that therefore
negotiations between the governments and parliaments of the
two German states are necessary, the reunification of
Germany will be impossible.

This meana, however, that the two German states will
continue to develop in different directions, since con-
ditions in these two German states are becoming increasingly
"different. In the German Democratic Republic, Soclialism is
being built up. It is in the interest of the entlire German
working claass that the construction achievements in the
GDR prove to the entire German people the superiority of
the Socialist economic system over the capitalist system.

The Federal Republic, on the other hand, 1s a monopolist
capitalist country, in which the German militarists are
trying to consolidate and enlarge their position through
. the militarization of West Germany. Without doubt, the con-
struction of Socialism in the GDR is carried out not with-
out difficulties and mistakes. How could thls be different
in view of the especially hard conditions of Germany's
partition, under which the workers and peasants in the GDR
have to master the management of economy and state. How-
ever, all the difficulties and mlstakes that have occurred
in the GDR and will yet be made 1n the future are diffl-
‘culties in development, which 1n the process of the ful-
fillment of the economic plang and the full unfolding of
democratic 1life will be overcome. Therefore, the future
belongs to the development of the GDR.

The KPD and SED separated organizationally already in
January 1949. The KPD agrees with 1ts sister party, the ,
SED, in questions concerning Germany as a whole, for instance
" that Germany must be united on a democratic and peaceful ‘

basis, that reunification is possible only through negotia-
. tions between thé governments and parliaments of the two -
German states, and that the achievements of the German
Democratic Republic must be preserved.
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Since, however, the development of the two German
states 1s basically different, conditions for the work of
both parties are becoming increasingly different, and in
many questions of policy the two parties become also in-
creasingly different.

The policy of the KPD is determined exclusively by
its special position in the Federal Republic. As far asg
the KPD is concerned, it is striving for a democratic
change of the situation in the Federal Republic, the unity
of action of the working class, as well as the cooperation
of all antimilitaristic forces in the interest of peace
and security in Europe as well as for the peaceful solu-
tlon of the German question.

For this purpose, 1t submitted to the workling class
and to the entire population at the 23rd and 24th assembly
of the party executive suggestions which it desires to
develop further and to implement together with all positive
forces of the people. ,

If functionaries of the party find fault with the fact
that they were not informed in time by the party leadership
of the serious mistakes and the arbitrary actions committed
by Stalin, so that the opponents were given a chance to
gurprise the party with their publications, such criticism

'1s in princlple justified. The secretariat of the party
executlive and the first secretaries of the Land party
groups were fully informed on the entire course of the 20th
Party Congress of the CPSU. The princlple questions of
Stalin's errors and gross mistakes were extensively exposed
and discussed In the presence of many functionaries of the
party. However, the secretariat of the party executive

and the leadlng functilonaries must state self-critically
that trey did not make sufficient efforts to bring about

the full unfolding of the decision within the party and to
fully clarify for our members and functionaries all problems
of the 20th Party Congress, Including questions connected
with the cult of the individual and Stalin's abuse of power.

- The attempts of the enemies of the working class to
revive anti-Communist agitation and to use the necessary
correctlon of Stalin's mistakes and errors against the
Communist Party will consolidate our party even more. All
speculations that thils may create Insecurity in our party
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are bound to fail, as they did in the past. The Communists
willl openly discuss all questions in their party unilts and
executlve boards and will remove all differences of opinion
and obscurities in free discussion. What we need in our
party 1s open discussion in order to clarify things this way
and to bring about unity of action. In this manner, the
efforts of elements inimical to the party~-whose policy has
long since gone bankrupt--to reach new influence will hope-
lessly fail.

Clarity about basic questions of our policy, the main-
tenance of unity and solidarity of our party are also the
indispensable prerequisites for strengthening our enlighten-
ment work among the masses, for establishing community of
action between Socilal Democrats and Communists, and for /

- developing a broad popular movement against militarization
and for peace, unity, and democracy. In view of our posi-

. tlon and our task in the Federal Republic, we must decilde

- on the forms of our party work, we must abouse the initiative
on the lower levels, we must overcome the dangers of bureau-

. cratic rigldlty and we must strengthen our influence on

the masses 1n order to solve the problems of freedom for the
workling people and of social justice.

. Christ und Welt, 14 June, excerpt

Khrushchev speaks exclusively of the bloody inJustice
done to the members of the Communist Party by mass-murderer
- Stalin., There is not a single reference, not even an aside,
- to the 1infinite suffering inflicted upon the Russlan people
a8 a whole during the Stalin era. Not a 8ilngle sentence
mentions, for instance, that mlllions died of hunger as the
victims of the precipitate collectivization of agriculture,
The concentration camps in which, after all, not only some ten
thousand Communists are vegetating, but millions of people, .
are also completely skipped 1n his speech, : :

At one polnt Khrushchev takes exception. to Stalin's
having removed complete ethnic communitles from the Caucasus
 during the war. However, he calls this an extraordinary deed
mailnly because all comrades and Komsomol members of those groups
had to go along with that amorphous move into exlle, ‘
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A superficlal reading of his speech might lead to the
wrong conclusion that Khrushchev is attacking dictatorship as
such., Far from 1t! All 24 columns deal exclusively with an
Internal party strife, i.e., with the fact that Stalin turned
Into a sinister despot in the eyes of the Communists them-
selves,

Khrushchev 1s and remains a Stalinist, as far asg his view .
on the events up to the 17th Party Congress (1934) is concerned.
He explicitly approves of the elimination of Trotsky, Zinovliev,
Kamenev, and Bukharin. He says, to be sure, that murder and
torture would not have been necessary to accomplish 1t. Yet
here lies the real reason why hls llst of Stalin's mass-murders
remains so incomplete. Indeed, 7,679 Communists murdered by
Stalin have been exonerated (most of them posthumously), but
there are evidently groups within the party and the army which
wlll not be exonerated., As far as those groups are concerned,
only Stalin's method, not his principle, has been condemned.
Thus, Khrushchev speaks as the head of a victorious faction
within the party, the Tito faction, as 1t were, which finally
has won the upper hand agalnst Zhdanov. The speech states
explicitly that the struggle against the Trotskyltes and
Bukharinites was necessary because both deviations "would
_have led to a renewal of capltallism or to a surrender to the
world-bourgeoilsie." Here Khrushchev la even using orthodox
Stalinist terminology.

At one point, Khrushchev comes very close to the truth
when he says that the invention of the concept "enemy of the
people” was at the source of all the trouble. This concept,
he says, 1mplled automatically that ideological errors of
persons arrested needed no longer be proved. A person exposed
as an enemy of the peorle must be liqguldated automatically.

Reviewing Khrushchev's endeavor to answer the gquestion
why the members of the Politburo did not prevent Stalin from
commltting his crimes, Wirsing continues as follows:

Khrushchev sald that members of the Politburo had given
active support to Stalln because he was one of the "strongest
Marxists and his lo%io and strengthhad influenced the cadre
of the whole party. And, findlly, it had been Stalin who had
originally held up the banner of Leninlsm against rightist
and leftist deviationists
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No word reveals any insight 1nto the underlying causes
which had to result in terror. Khrushchev 1is satisfled with
the superficial explanation that all this was part and parcel
of the personallty of Stalin. The rest of the world, however,
is not satisfied with that explanation. After readlng the
secret speech, we know that an indescribable corruption of all
concepts of law and Injustice must have taken place 1in the
USSR within the last 30 years. Can that be made undone by the
pen-stroke of a secret speech?

However often Khrushchev calls Stalin a brutal murderer,
we st1ll have nothing else but a rebellion of sons against
theilr father, and that goes to say a family affair. Of course,
the shock caused even in the tinlest Siberian village by the
downfall of the super-size monument Stalin 1s llkely to have
unfathomable consequences. However, Khrushchev 1s trying to
destroy only half of the monument, as 1t were. The feet of
the despot, resting on a pedestal erected by Leniln, remaln.
This fact 1t 1s which, more than the disclosure of all the
cruelties of the slnister Georglan, must concern us, Not
only with regard to stalin, but more so wlth respect to
Khrushchev, 1s this secret speech a deeply disquieting docu-
ment.
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AUSTRIA

Weg Und Ziel, (Communist) July/August.Issue (as broadeast by radio)

Seldom has an event stirred public opinion and, above
all, the workers movement as much as the 20th Congress of
the Soviet Communist Party. Even though--as with any big
hlstorlcal event--the actual and real proportions of the
problems become clearer with the passage of time, the
phenomena characterized by the term "cult of personality™
are still 1In the center of questions, thoughts, and concern.

v

Since the moment when we found ocut that injustice could
happen in a Soclallst state, that Soclallst legality was
violated, and that offenses were poszible which are contrary
to the principles of Soclalism, all this has been a burning
wound in our breast. In view of the superhuman achievements
and efforts 1n the construction of Soclallsm, we overlooked
too easlly that Soclallsm is being constructed by human
beings, and that with insufficient control human weaknesa
can cause harmful political effects. Socilalism 1s not an
automatic guarantee for kindness and justice, but only the
basla on which Justice can be achieved and secured in a
fighting effort. ’ o

Cne could say now--and occaslonally this 1s being sald
and written--that these were the mlstakes of a brother party,
that these were, after all, not our mistakes. However, we
are not satisifled with this point of view. We declare
openly that we also do not understand those Socialists whose
sleep 18 not disturbed by the fact that a Socialist govern-
ment permlts the slaughtering in Algerila of human belngs
who want nothing but freedom for theilr country. We cannot
let 1t suffice to tell those "philantropists" who would
sprinkle pepper into our wounds to devote their efforts to
fighting for the rehabilitatlon of the Rosenbergs. For
+ Indeed, the witnesses  for the prosecutlon agalnst the couple
turned ocut to be police informers, and no atomic sclentist
8t111 belleves the 1lle that the Soviet Union needed reports
from the Rosgenbergs for the production of atomic bombs.

However, the longing for Soclalism 18 so closely linked
with the working people's -love of justice that the depravity
of imperiallst regimes cannot be a consolatlion for the fact
that in the Socialiqt state the gravest injustice could
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happen to innocent people. The only thing which gilves us
strength and Security 1s the fact that the errors were
recognlzed, that the offenses became known and were openly -
proclaimed, Open self-criticism, the criticism of the

cult of personality, and the firm measures for a democratic
control of the state gecurity service are the greatest pos-
8ible guarantee against a repetition of such things., This
is the attitude reflected in the words of Karl Marx in

"The 18th of Brumaire" that proletarlan revolutions are sub-
Jeet to persistent self~criticism, that they fall back con-
stantly on that which has been seemingly accomplished, in
order always to make a new beginning after having denounced
thoroughly and severely all half-measures, weaknesses, and
wretchedness inherent in thelr experience,

Self-criticism 1s an essential characteristic of pro-
letarian revolutionsg and proletarian revolutionaries. By

Clear that they were not necegsary and could have been pre-
vented, However, simply to answer the question, "how was

thls possible? with "cult of personality" would amount to
turning this idea into a new cliche. For even if the ex-
cegslve power of g single person furthered arbltrary declstions,
and consequently the personal weaknesses of an individual

had grave results, the cult of personality cannot be attri-
buted to one perscen alone,

Here one must consider the development as a whole,
which made possible the cult of personality and its effects,
One must consider the 8truggle of 1ife and death which
the Soclalist state had to wage for 1ts exlstence, encirecled
by capitalist countries, confronted with the enormous task
to turn a backward agrlcultural country into a modern indus-
trial country out of itsg own power.,

This was a time 1in which 1ron dlscipline was an absolute
necegsity for the change and defense of the country. This
also made poszible the eXpanalon of the state security
service and 1ts detachment from democratic control.

To present matters in such a manner as if there had
never been any imperialist saboteurs and spiles, as if there
had been no constant threat of war against the Sovlet Union,
as 1f the achievement of Soclalist construction had not
been the basgic problem of the International workers' movement,
would mean to agree with those who consider the errors and
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offenses characteristic of the development who do not con-
-slder the errors in carrying out the "general line" but
consider the general line itself as an error,

"y

However, the decisive thing, the "general line," the

great polltlcal concept, waz correct. It led to the con-
struction of the Soclalist state, to the destruction of
faselsm, to the establishment of the workers'might on a
quarter of the Globe. This would probably have been possible
in an easgler manner and with less sacrifices. t is bitter
for us to discover that Socilalist legality could be violated,
but 1t would be foolish to overlook the fact that these of-
fenses happened in the course of the greatest revolution

in the history of mankind.

Particularly, the criticism of the cult of personality
has remlinded us agaln that great revolutions are not the
work of particular individuals but, above all, the result
of the workling people and the broad masses who overthrew
the power of capital, established Soclalism, and took over
the administration of their state and their economy. The
sudden progress from the pine torch to modern power installa-
tions, from illilteracy to extensive sclentific training was
the result of the participation of millions in the leader-
ghip of the state, their fatherland. Grave errors reduced
the possibilities of Soclalist democracy but could not cancel
them, because they did not cancel Socialism. Had 1t been
otherwise, would this enthuslasm have been possible, thils
drama of Sociallst construction, this vigor of Socialist
patriotism? Has any other state ever found the strength to
achleve such victories after such military defeats?

To try to explain the errors does not mean to excuse
or belittle them. The revolution is not a delicate work of
art, sald Mao Tse-tung once. It was 80 the least where it
wag victorious first, where the first state was establlshed
without and agalnst the capitalists in a world of capitalist
atates.

In the course of a great change in the distribution of
power 1in the world, new paths toward Socialism have become
possible, easier paths but not easy ones, for the explolters
will never voluntarily pgive up thelr profitable rule. The
fact that new possibilities have appeared 1s, above all, due
to the existence and development of the first Socialist coun-
try, in the nistory .of which errors were committed but the
policy of which was princlpally correct, because it was his-
torically right.
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In the discussion on the problems posed by the 20th
Congress of the Soviet Communist Party, the question arose
whether the Communists will not have to reassegs thelyr
posltion toward the Soviet Unlon. It was sald that the
events have shown that one cannot simply and blindly trust
the Soviet Union. The proof: Yugioslavia, where we came h
into an awkward situation as a.result of our blind trust g
in the policy of the Soviet Communists. ‘ ; i

No Communilast and no Communist Party 1s freed of the
necesslty of independent and critical thinking. We are
not at all obliged to defend each gpeech and each article
from the Soviet Union and each measure of the Soviet
authorities if we are not convinced of thelr correctness,
The leadership of a Socclalist state, too, can make mistakes,
and even though the collective leadership considerably re-
duces the pogsibility of errors, 1t also 18 not infallible,
However, for any revolutionary workers'party 1t remalns a
matter of course not to be neutral in the international
class struggle and to demonstrate 1ts unswerving solidarity
with all revolutlonary forces, and of course also with
those who have already overthrown the power of capltal in
thelr country,

It 1s also a matter of course for us that the Socialiat
state, in whilch thig happened the first time, 18 considered
the great source of power in the struggle of the workers
for the victory of Socialism all over the world. It is
algso clear to us that a country, in which there can be no
groups and classes to profit from war and to be Interested
In war, has always pursued a policy of peace and will con-
tinue to carry out this policy. Our tles wlth Soctialilst
construction and the Soclalist peace pollecy are therefore
unconditional, not because we trusi the Soviet Unilon blindly,
but because we consider it a Socialist gtate and a Sociallst
power of peace.

Certainly, we have participated in a grave error as
regards the attitude toward and the estlmate of Yuposlavia
committed by the Soviet Communists, but not because of blind
trust. The criticism directed against the Yugoslav Commu-
nists by the Communist Partics of the Information Burea
in 1948 appeared correct and Justified to us on the vasis
of the avallable materlal, also on the basls of Yugoslay
material. The declsion of the Informatlon Bureau one yvear
later, the glandering of the leaders of the Yupgoslav Commii-
nlsts as faseclsts, took place on the basis of material
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provlided by the Soviet state security service, which we did
not know about. Not knowing these facts, should we have
described the resolutlon as incorrect at that time, in ;
opposlition to all Communist Partles? We would have gcarcely
achleved more than the splitting of our own party. Thus,

we committed a grave error together with the Communilgst
Parties and with the Soviet Communlsts, an error which we -
are now admitting along with the other Communist Parties.

We do not think that the chief lesson to be drawn
from this should be "caution" toward the party of the Soviet
Union., The open self-criticism of the Soviet Communistes,
regardless of prestige and enemy propaganda, 1s for us
another reagson for trusting them, We must be more critical
and more 1independent In our assessments than up to now,
but we must also maintain unswerving class solidarity in
the same manner as up to now.

The self-critical examinatilon of the past, the open
admisslon of mistakes and error makes 1t easier to meet
the great task with which the workers'movement ig confronted:
to bring about a rapprochement of Socialists and Communists
In order to utillze the full potential of the workers move-
ment for the vital Interests of the working people, for
peace, and for Soclalism. The Communist lovement is shedding
certain rigld forms and formulas, parts of an armor which
were fashloned In a difficult struggle but which in the
course of time hampered our own mobillity--and hampered not
only the blow of the enemy but also the touch of a friend.

Consider for instance the certainly not incorrect for-
mula of the "two camps" whlch has now become inadequate and
does not take into consideration the complexity of world
polltice. The alternative of neutrality has offered also
bourgeols states a chance to draft'away from the American
grip and to expand the "zone of peace.' In the theoretical,
scientific and cultural flelds, various views are being
reasgessed and critically considered in an atmosphere of
dlscussion. Of course, the dilscussion is carried out on
the basls of scientific Soclalism, of Marxism-Leninism. The
Communist Party i1s a fighting group of people with the same
ldeas, based on a specific ideology. The free discussion
within the Communist movement does not mean that one can
volce views whlch are contrary to this ideology.
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The self-critlcism of the Communist movement makes
eagler the rapprochement of Socianlists and Communists, and
there 15 no doubt that this rapprochement would acquire a
rapid pace il the leaderships of the Soclallst Parties
would show the same self-critical attitude toward thelir
pollcy and toward thelr past. It would be grroneous, '
however, to attribute the increased possibllities of unlted
actlon of Socialists and Communists only or particularly
to the gelf-criticism at the 20th Party Congress. Ag far
as the Congress 18 concerned, the deeisions made there,
which were derilved from socilological development--that
war can be avolded, and that the path toward Soclalilem
- must not necessarlly lead via clvil war--have contributed
to removing antl-Communist prejudic g, prejJudices such as
"the Communists are gpeculating on a war, they are uncon-
ditionally in favor of force," etc., which appeared in the
course of years of ant!-Communist slander and which hampered
the rapprochement of Socialists and Communists.

Above all, the entire development of world politics
has made the rapprochement of Soclalists and Communists
easler. The rigld fronts of the Cold War have begun to
crumble, and grouplngs which for years defended the American
pollicy have detached themselves from American control. Thils
Includes bourgeols groups as well as Socialist Party leader-
shipeg.

The danger of German rearmament has increased the
recopgnltion among many Socialist leaders 1n West European
countries that 1t is necessary to come to an understanding
with the countrles of the East, particularly with the Soviet
Unlon. The poasibillty of agreement between the Soclalist
and Communist Parties is within reach 1in several countriesgs,

Of course, 1in order to make this a reallty much effort
1s 8till necessary. In the leadershlips of the Soclalis
Partles there are still powerful peliticians who are opposed
to any Joint action with the Communists and in gome cases
against any detente with the Sovliet Union. The Communists
cannot quit criticizing such Socialisgt leaders 1in general,
they cannot gilve up the criticism of views and methods
which are contrary to the principles of thelr ideology and
the workers!' movement.

Few partiles have as much experience in the policy of
& Popular Front as the Communists of France. However, the
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French Communists refused to express confidence 1in the
Sociallist Qovernment as regards the Algerian problem,

they could not approve of it without violating the most
elementary principles of proletarian, internationalism.

The greatest possible flexibllity in the efforts to bring
about actlion unity of Soclaliste and Communlsts can be
based only on firm adherence to the principles, including
the convietlon that the workers of any country need a
strong Communist Party as a boosting force in the Interest
of workers'unity.

what the Communists found out in connection with the
criticlsm of the cult of personality at the 20th Party Con-
gress has caused uneasiness and confusion among thelr
ranks. Thils was due to the nature of the information and
to the form in which it was revealed. However, the stir-
ring discusslons and examinations and the clarifying result
to which they will lead will initiate a new era 1n which
the attraction and popularity of the Communist movement
among the masses wlll lead to new great successes of the
international working class.

Volksstimme, 26 June (as broadcast by radio)

The discussions and results of the 20th Congress of
the Soviet Communist Party have started wide discussions
in the entire Communist world movement. For months, the
Communists have been discussing not only the (startling?)
facts which the 20th Party Congress revealed about the ef-
fects of the cult of the indlvidual but are also dealing
with the new views worked out by the Party Congress regard-
Ing the possibility of preventing wars, the possibility of
new roads to Soclalism, workers'unity, and many other
princliples of the workers'movement., A wide, ugeful, and
creatlve dlscussion is being held in the Communlist ParLLes
of all countriles. ‘

The Austrlan Communists also, immediately after the
20th Party Congress, began discusglons on these problems,
but the intensity of the election campaign led Lo a neces-
sary Interruptlion of the discusslons and to a concentration
of all the party strength on the election campalgn. Only
a few days after May 13, -however, the Central Committee of
the Austrian Communist Party held a meeting which dlscussed
the electlon outcome, reviewed the party's attltude 1In the
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election struggle, and drew conclusions for the contlinuation
of the struggle and work of the party.

It was seclf-understood thati this dlscussion, Introduced
by a report by party chalrman Koplenlg, became the beginning
of a consclentious reviewing of thre pollcy of our party,
and that the members of the Central Committee, Iin discussing
the new tasks of the party, tried to draw the necessary
concluslons for the struggle of the Austrian workers from
the results of the 20th CPSU Congress. The Central Committee
of the KPO decided lmmediately to continue the discussionsg
begun at the meeting in the local party organizations and
to summarize the results of the dlscussions of party members
and officlals atl a .new meeting of the Central Committee.

In addition, the Central Committee decided to prepare
a discussion on the possibllity of a peaceful and parlia-
mentary course of Austria on her road to Socialism within
our party and within the entire working class. For weeks
now, Communlsts all over Austria have been discussing all
problems of thelr work and pollcy in meetings of party
members, officlals, or activists. Thousands of Communlsts
are voleing their views and are fervently discussing the
entire policy of the party. Many problems of our policy
are belng reviewed, weaknessesg and mlstakes are being ad-
mitted, and many valuable suggestlons for the further strug-
gle of our party are being made.

The discussions reveal the deep love for the party and
the efforts made to work out the new policy of our party.
Sometimes, also, harsh language 1s used, and not everything
sald 1s quite correct, but this could not be otherwlse and
is not harmful as long as thls criticism g gulded by the
willl to help the party. It 1= the very essence of the dleg-
cusazions that the positive and correct views will assert
themselves finally and lead to an improvement of the work.

Naturally, the problems of the 20th Party Congregs

play a decisive role in the discussions of the Austrian
Communlsts. They discuss with pacslion and deep sincerity
the effects and results of the cult of the individual and
are gearching for the cause which led to such serious errors
In a Socialist country. Tials problem was not completely
clarified at the 20th Congress of the Soviet Communlst Party.
We Austrlan Communists are of the opinlon that the measures
already taken before the 20th Party Congresgs and decided
upon at the Party Congress must be continued so that perma-
nent and flrm guarantees are establlshed that such develop-
ments alien to the very splrit of Socialiem will be prevented
in the future. '
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In view of the fact that unconfirmed detalls of Com-
rade Khrushchev's report at the 20th Paprty Congress on
the consequences of the cult of the indlvidual were pub- |
lished in the preas of our opponents,;.the Politburo of the
Austrian Communist Party's Central Committee some time ago
requested the Central Committee of the Soviet Communilst
Party to place thls document at the disposal of our party.
We Austrlan Communists voice the bellef that questions of
such bilg international importance must be treated in a
manner which takes into account the conditions under which
the Communlst Parties in the capitalist countries are waging
thelr struggle.

The enemles of the workers' movement are hoping to capi-
talize on the serilous discussions conducted by Communists
all over the world. Thege are empty hopes. By means of
discussions, we Communlsts are overcoming mlstakes and
shortcomings in our work. With new methods, we will estab-
lish better relations with the Socialists and fight more
successfully for the establishment of workers' unity, and
thug for the cause of the workers' movement and the victory
of Sociallsm. ‘
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Arbelter-Zeltung (Scclaliet o7 Jun H0
i 3

As the last party still clinging to Moscow's apron
strings, the Austrilan Communist Party has now finally "taken
a stand” on the results of the 20th Congress of the CP3U,
though 1o a somewhat weary and vexed way. The Nesterrelchische
Volksetimme yesterday reported on the "oouprse of the discus-
STons ™ which allegedly took place at party meetings and con-
ferences. What was dlscussed and what the result was, can
however not be found in the report, ' ‘

Tt is very clear, however, that Moscow deemed Lt super-
Pluous to even send thelr inslgnificant Austrian comrades
the text of Khrushchev's specch which 1o already known Lo
the whole worid. But even had they received a CODY, they
would not have darecd offer an opinion with out speclal orders.
At the most, they would venture to gquote Topllattl once more.
There they stand with their huge new printing plant, which
publishes nothing but the diminutlive issues of thelir press,
and fear bankruptecy. Can they say anthing¢ How can they know
whether the maaters of today w11l not be relileved by others
already tomorrow? Whether or not a new change of course will
come aboub which will force the Communlsts to swallow the lies
of today Just as they must now cheoke down Lhe lies of yester-
day¥ : '

That is why they are Jjust stammering a few words apalnegt
the "cult of personallty’ and have dared only once Lo §pedx
about the "grave mlstakes" 1in Russia. But -- in the whole
Volkasstimme article, Stalin's name does not appear once! Qne
can never know...

But they cannot pget away with 1t that easily'! Dld not

the Austrlan Communists agaln and apain spread Stalln's name
over all thelr press as the "speatest person of our epoch" ~-
yes or no¥ |
i

Tt is ture or not that on the day after Stalin's death,
whern A-belter-Zeltung, In the first paragraph of 1ts efltorial,
stated that he was not a great man, they assailed us wlth a
tremendous cry of rage? IS 1+ true or not that they nob only
accepted all Stallin's infamous acts but pralsed them as the
brilliant acccomplishments of the Great Brother and even also
of Socialism, whether they were the blood orgiles of the great
Tehistka® or the gagging of art and sclence, whether the ln-
sulting tlrades against Tito or the arrest of the Jewlsh

doctors? And is 1t true or not that 265 years ago the same
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Koplenig headed the Communist Party of Austria as he does
today? Is 1t true or not that the same little bureaucrats,
-who reveled 1n the "ecult of personality” for thelr whole ',
lives, are now acting as though this had all never exlsted?
They d1d not know anything? They have Jjust now been Informed
of the true nature of Stalinism? We do not believe that

even the members of the Communist Party are so stupld as to
belleve that. Can the few 1dealists, who doubtlessly still
exlst among the Communist laborers and clerks, bear to con-
tinue languishing away under such conditions?

101
Approved For Release 2003/08/11 : CIA-RDP78-02771R000200380003-3



Approved For Release 2003/08/11 : CIA-RDP78-02771R000200380003-3

New York Times
July 1C 1956

FRANCO DECLARES | |
SOVIET PERILRISES

iAnti-Staﬁn Drive Is Shift in!

Tactics, Not Aim, Letter
' to Virginia Editor Says

WINCHESTER, Va.,

July 9

(P - Generalissimo Francisco
Franco, Spanish Chief of State,
warned today that the new.So-
viet. policy constituted a “great-
r danger over a long period of

Ltime.”

The downgrading of Stalin
Jdocs not represent any change
in objectives,” he said in a letter
to Harry F. Byrd Jr., editor
and publisher of The Winchester

Star and The
Daily News-Record.

Harrisonburg

The anti-Stalin campaign, Gen-
eral Francoe added, is Just ‘a
variation in tactical strategy to

better attain these ohjeetives.”
Mr. Byrd, who two

Virginia newspapers.
Text of the Leiter
The text of the letter follows:

tTranslation ¥rom the Spanisin,y

El Pardo.Palace, |

June 25, 1958,
The Hon. Hairry ¥, Byvd Jr.,
Dear ¥riend:

I received your kind letter of
April 30, in which you asked
me for my opinion on the new
anti-Stalin attitude which haa
been proclaimed by the leaders

. of the Kremlin. It is not diffi-
cult Lo aee through their tactio:
I believe, like yourself, that the
present expression of Soviet
policy dnes not represent any
change in the objectives pur-
sued, but rather a variation in
tactical strategy to better at-
tain these objectives; having

years ago
had had a lengthy interview with
the Spanish leader in Madrid,
had  recently sought his ap-
praisal of the Soviet Union's
“new look.” The France letter
appeared with a copyright ar-
ticle in today's fssues of the twe

i

SPATIN

tried soms procedures, they put’
others Into action which they
judge more appropriate. The
near future will confirm this.
In any form, it constitutes a
clear expression of the dyna-
Mism and agility of their pol-
icy.

The very grave accusations of

: Khrushchev [Nikita 8. Khru-

shehev, Soviet Communist par-
ty chief] and the attendant
publicity results from a compli-
cated and difficult crisis in the
Boviet policy. What else could
justify permitting this very
grave fmpact, which adversely
affects the internal and exter-
nal prestige of communism?

- They could have effected the
| ehange and justified what they

call & new collective course as
the crowning of some lahor, as
the end of one period and the
beginning of another, without
having to resort to making
these extremely grave aceusa-
tions public, and creating a
havoe which adversely affevts
communism in general and
which has been turned against
them as accomplices and col-
laborators. When they must de-
fend themselves in this fashion,
it is because somehody iz at-
tacking and attacking atrongly.

Ariny's Role Tscussed

It has heen known for some
time that the Communist lead-
ers and the principal figures
of the Communist party, like
the gencrals and military lead-
ers, felt themaelves under the
constant menace of Stalinist
terrorism, with Its periodic
purges and shots in the bhack
without any possible defense

- against them. Stalin's death

brought them together with the
aim of freeing themnelvea from
this terror. In the process, the
Army had to play a principal
role, Thisz explaing its part in
the new situation, )
Prom the point of view of
Communist foreign policy, the
growing repudiation of sub-
servience hy the Communist
parties of other nations to
Moscow and Soviet imperialism
made advisable rectification

, of a strategy which jeopard-
: lzed the attaipment of Com-

munist expansion abroad. It
became neceszary to place the
hlame on someone, to give a
semblance of sincerity to the

" rectification, The Immediate

reconciliation with Tito | Presi-
dent Tito of Yugoslavia] dem-
onatrates this, -

Policy ‘Bad tor Went’

Tn the light of the foregoing,
we must conclude that the
change in {actics oheys internal
needs of communism, and. we
must deduce, as a result, that
whot they consider good must
necessarily be bad for the
West. There are no other rea-
sons which could justify {suech}
fundamental changes in a poli-
cy which has expanded their
Trontiers to unprecedented lim-

{ta and which hes permitted )
them to occupy one of the

forgmost places in the com-
munity of mnations. ;

What iz evident is that Rus-
sia today needs time and space
to consolidate its conquests and
its new internal situations, and
it is to this that the new poliey
responds: te show themselves
in sheep’s clothing, attract at-
tention and create problems in
other aveas, which, by pernit-
ting them to consolidate their
situation, alan permits them to
amsimilate what they have at-
tained so0 far, Time is a power-
ful alty for them.

In brief: The letting up of the
moment constitutes a greater
danger over a long period of
time, I am sure that you, who
know Russia and the unchang-

ing aims of Communist policy,

will not be far from this point
of view.
Very cordially yours,
. FmNeo,
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BELGIUM

Le Drapaau Rouge, Resolution of the Central Committee of the Gom-
munist Party of Belgium, 26 June -

Though not in possession of the official version of the spesch
by Comrade Khrushchev criticizing Stalin, the Central Committee of
the Belgian Commuriist Party, at a meeting in Brussels on 23-2L Juns,
is of the opinion that several points in it call for the following

statements:

le The Central Committee believes that, despite its painful
aspects, the discussion opened by the 20th Congress of the CPSU in
socialist countries and in communist and progressive circles all
over the world contains elements of great interest to all those who
fight for the trnumph of peace and of socialism.

Under these circumstances, the Central Committee is aware
of the important contribution to the debate in progress made by
the recent statements of a number of party brothers and, in partic-
vlar, by Comrade Togliatti, secretary general of the Italian Com-
muist Party.

He expresses the hope that the labor and the democractic
press, which published the complete text of the documents emanating
from the US Department of State, will demonstrate their objectivity
by publishing likewise all other documents on the disputed subject.

2. The Central Committee considers intolerable the violations
of revolutionary legality and of the rules of socialist democracy
committed in the USSR,

The implacable hatred of the capitalist world for the Come
munist Party of the USSR, which was first to lead its people to a
definite victory over capitalism, explains, though it does not con-
done, the atmosphere of exaggerated distrust in which the grave
offenses weres made possible,

3e The Central Committees admits that the Balgian Communist
Party erred when, in the ardor of its fight in defense of the coun-
try of socialism, it did not pay enough attention to the possibility
of avoidable sxcesses which. ‘have now been denounced,

It is happy to see tha Cmmmuusts of the USSR and of the
peoplets democracies frankly admit their errors.
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It is convinced that a serious search for the origin of
these errors will strengthen the measures already taken to prevent
a repetition,.

The Central Committee believes that the courageous denuncia-
tion of these errors enhances the prestige of the socialist countries
among the Belgian workers and militant socialists who today in ever
growing numbers acknowledge the triumph and the superiority of the
socialist system of production and its great contribution to the good
fortune of mankind, :

In the course of events in the socialist world the Central
comnittes recognizes important elements of a nature to promote the
unity of action which is indispensable to Belgian workers in the
strupgle against capitalism and for the maintenance of peace and the
development of social progress.

be The Central Committee sees in the brilliant victories won
in the socialist comntries in the economic, social and political
fields, and particularly in the triumph of the belief in peaceful
coexistance over the machinatiouns against peace,--exalting stepping
stones on the victorious road of mankind towards socialism.

Long live the Communist Party of the Soviet Union}
Long live the unity of Belglian workers based on triumphant
Marxism, guarantee of irresistable and rapid progress towards soctalisml
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SWEDEN

Dagens Nyheter, 19 June Fhy

Everything indicates that when Togliatti behaves as he
now does, it -is primarily in order to prevent a crilsls in
his own party, and to prevent, as far as posslble, the infor-
mation on Stalin now being published, not in the interests of
truth but in Khrushchev and Company's 1lnterests, from becom-
1ng a weapon directed agalnst the Western European Communlst
Parties that wallowed 1n the mud before the despot. East of
the Iron Curtaliln there 13 no one 50 remind the present rulers
of their revolting paeans of praise to Stalin, or of their
“equally revolting rage agalnst Tito--and he who 1la nauseated
has nowhere else to go. But in countriles where a free oplnlon
exists, the Communists are dailly forced to eat their own words,
and it is plain to see that the turnabout as concerns Stalin
has caused confusion in the Communist ranks, and defection 1n
various quarters. But on the other hand it 1is hardly neces-
sary to point out that a Communist Party critical of Moscow
18 a self-contradiction--such parties have never lived long
(Yugoslavian Communism expected). Unconditional acceptance
of Soviet policies--the day-to-day Soviet policy--has ever
gince the acceptance by the Third Internationale in 1921 of
the infamous "21 Theses” been the first Commandment of the
Communist catechlsm. ‘ :

The destruction of the Stalin myth, however, has placed
the Communist parties of Wegtern Europe 1n a great dilemma,
further aggravated by the honors showered upon the former
YFascist,” "murderer of workers," and "Warmonger," Tlto in
Moscow. ...

It 18, of course, impossible to determine what the con-
sequences will be in the long run of Togliattl's maneuver and
how other Western European Communist Parties will react. .
According to London telegrams, speculation is rife there con-
cerning a more extensive "revolt against Moscow"--which
seems a 1little fantastle. On the other hand, a sensation 1is
constituted by the declaration of the British Communist organ
the Dally Worker to the effect that "the Soviet leaders have
logt a certain amount of prestige," that the vlolation of
"Communist democracy" in ‘the Soviet Union must be explained
better than Khrushchev . has done thus far{ and that the result
of Togliatti's declaration will be that ‘people will begin
to think for themselves"--a point of view which would mean
political sulcide for a Communist. Khrushchev, wlth his
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gpeech condemning S8talin, has evidently get a stone rolling
which will be hard to stop.

Ny Dag, (Communist) 20 June
The chalrman of our Italian brother party, Palmiro
Togllattl, with his interview statement on Khrushchev!'s
Stalln speech has caused tremendous perplexlty and speculation
In the capitallst world. Since we have not yet obtalned a
copy of the interview in Unita and only have come by mis-
cellanecus rumors concerning Lts contents through the instru-
mentallty of the clever reporting art of bourgseolise news agen-
cles and corresponcents, 1t 1s prematurce to make an accurate
evaluatlon of the contents. On the other hand, some evaluation
o’ the statements of our opponents, which have no more basls
than the reports mentloned above, can be made.

Accoralng to these atatements 1wt until now when he has
been pressed by the Sociallst leader, Nennl, and because of
the supposed election defeat, has Togliattl taken a stand in
the matter. To this 1t can be said that as early as March,
Togliattl published a long article, whlch was reprinted 1o the
entire Swedlsh Communist press, In which he analyzed Stalin's
errors and tyranny and the reasons therefor. The curlous
thing at that time was that Nenni polemlcized agalngt Togliattl
and was hostile toward the expesitlon of Stalin's errors. Aad
then let us add that the figures from the ’Tﬁalia@? Interior
Ministry published last week showed that the TtalTan Communist
Party did not sulfer defeat at all, but on the contrary, success-
fully defended 1ts strong positlions and continues to have twice
as many adherents as the Soclallst Party wilth whom the Comm-
unlsts are carrying on Iriendly and successful cooperation.

Another conclusion which the commentators have drawr
from the Togliattl Interview is that he states that a way to
scclialism different from the Soviet way should be followed In
Italy and that the speclal condltlions 1in that country should
be taken Into consideration in this connection., Naturally
Togliattl did not sugzgest this as somethling novel 1nasmuch as
he had sald the same thing a long time previously. Our Swedish
party had adepted thls polnt of view as early as the Congress
of 1944; 1t was expressed even more clearly at the 1946 Con-
gress; and 1t was confilrmed 1in the party program in 1953,
The concept was Interpreted by the 20th Congress of our Soviet
brother party in February of this year, at which timeTogllatil
also commented on 1t. Permlt us also to add that all the
countrles whlch have entered into the way of Soclalism since
the Second World War have pursued their own ways, which have
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taken 1nto consideratlon the special cilrcumstances which
exlsted in these countries. This would have been impossible,
however, if the Soviet people had not buillt up thelr social-
lstlc order in the way of the Soviets'. o

But the most malevolent of all is the attempt to portray
Togllatti's interview as an admission that our Itallian brother
party had carried out 1ts policles on "orders from Moscow" -~
which Morgon-Tidningen, among others, pretends to belleve.

In line with this base portrayal, Togliatti thus has now
chosen Tito's way and so refuses to "take orders from the
Kremlin" any longer. This 1s a portrayal whilch befits reac-
tlonarlies and war provocateurs, but has nothing to do with
reality. The Italian Communist Party and all other Communist
parties determlne thelr policles themselves wlith reference to
the clrcumstances in thelr countries, and allow themselves to
be gulded by the current interests of their own working people
and the historical goals of the working class. There are no
international organizations which coordinate the pollicies of
thelr respective partles wilth the policles of their brother
partles 1n other countries. i

In our opinion 1t would have been beneficial i1f Khrush-
chev's speech had been made public, since this would have
forestalled all the verslons which. have appeared in various
capltals thls spring and which have been trumpeted forth as
the corlginal. Even If this speech may gilve a-somewhat one-
slded plcture of Stalin's work, since 1t dwelt mainly on Stalin's
weaknesses and the mistakes he commlitted and does not illumin-
ate the entire situation in whlch these weaknesses could have
thelr play, elther, still the truth, even though 1t is painful,
is better than a sllence which leaves room for all kinds of
interpretations, caricature, and calumny. We cannot, however,
Judge what reasons determined that the world still has not
recelved an authorized version of Khrushchev's speech.

On the other hand, the leaders of the Soviet Unlon have
shown the whole world that they have settled accounts with
past oppresslion and errors and 1n all areas are further deve-
loping and deepenlng the soclalist democracy. The internal
reorganlzing and the external offensive for peaceful coex-
lstence and relaxation.of tensions glve new frultful Impulses
to the iInternational labar movement and clears the way for
coodination of the efforts of all progressive forces. S8venska

o

Dagblade fears that this, as well as the continulng debate
on the principles of the collective leadershlp, will strengthen
the Communist movement still more. We are convinced that thils .

will happen,
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DENMARK

Social-Demokraten, 13 June, excerpt

Even though the /Communist/ leaders may be able still to
deal wlth the membership as robots, this wlll be of little use.
For, which way are the robots to be turned? Should the lle
be stuck to that the leaders did not know what the whole world
knew, of the horrors of the Stalin period? Or should 1t be
malntalned that everything that happened in the Soviet Unlon
during a 25-year perilod--mass murder, terror, toriure--wag
acceptable and only to be regarded as expedlent methods on
the road to paradise? Should the arch enemy, the Social
Democrats, be approached with offers of a popular front, or
should an attempt be made to return to pure revolutlionary
Leninlsm? None of these problems have been solved, and the
confusion continues under cover of a palned sllence.... FHor
a time, the leaders may save themselves by contlnued silence,
But they are unablée to stop the process of dlssolution which
has set 1n. ‘

25 June

A close analysis of Knrushchev's speech falled to dlsclose
a single word of eriticlsm of the Soviet system of dictator-
anip, and that Khrushchev's condemnation applied to Stalin's
despotism over the party, not over the people.

It is wishful thinking, according to the edltorlal, to
expect a fundamental change in the system of dictatorship, but
the severe shock to the faith 1n dictatorship will in the long
run carry with 1t consequences, and 1t is here that the break
with Stalinlsm opens a perspective which the present Soviet
leaders had not foreseen.
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NORWAY

Arbeiderbladet, Z5 June, exceprpt

Reidar Larsen has been selected to speak for the Nor-
wegian Communlists In the matter of the Stalln downgrading.

This looks simply herole! A young, unknown man stands
forth alone and "bawls out" the mighty leaders, both dead
and living, of the Sovliet Union. But ln reallty there 1s
‘no herolsm. Note what has happened. The Itallian Communist
leader Togllattl spoke first. He sald that "the Communist
movement needs .and desires greater freedom for 1ts own Judg-
ment" and that conditlons in the Soviet Union "no longpr carn
be an obligatory pattern for other Communist states" The
French Communists followed up this criticlsm. A resolution
by the British Communist Party had the same content -- and,
what 1s most important, the Communist Party of Czechoslovakla,:
behind the Iron Curtain, follows In Togllatti's footsteps.

The new Communist line may be found in these and other
statements. They follow each other 1n well ordered sequence.
Firast the large ones, then those not so large, then .the small
ones, and the Norweglan Communlst Party brings up the rear.

We may be rather sure that the Kremlin spoke flrst. No
rebellion 18 involved. The Kremlln has only given new signals,
-which are evidently being followed, not however, without inner
turmoil. .

Nevertheless the most Important thing now 18 how the
Communists intend to prevent the same horrors belng repeated.
At present, they have gotten no further than to wonder what
the causes of the horrors could have been. The fateful errors
must have begun some place, they say, and they urge the Sovlet.
Comminists to explain., They are Just as confused as people
looking for a needle in a haystack.

There i3 no reason to make the problem so complicated.
The explanatlion ls simple. We ask the Communists whether the
world has ever seen a ddctatorship not gullty of suppresslon,
crueltles, and miscarrilages of - justice. The traglc part of
the new situatlon ls that the Communists condemn the dictator,
but not diletatorship. We believe that many Communists under-
stand that dlctatorshtp must lead to suppression. But they
are not allowed to state thelr views. ‘
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Friheten, 23 June

A very lmportant debate has begun In the international
labor movement. Experiences -- poslitlve and negative -- are
being evaluated. Settlement is belng made with occurrences
contrary to basic principles, 1n order to prevent thelr re-
currence., Present day perspectives for new victories in the
struggle for soclallsm are belng analyzed, and the line for
the new forward march belng drawn. v

The immedlate occaslon for the debate 1s what took
blace at the 20th Congress, CP8U, but it 1s of pgreater ex-
tent.

Naturally and necessarily, the Communist Party of Nor-
way must take part in the debate -- with a speclal viewto
our conditlons and problems. We urge the readers of Friheten
and Party members to take part in the discussion. T

Some people ask what the opinion of the Party is. But
in this discussion there 1s no questlion of "ready—made stand-
points." The bourgeols press, the enemy of soclallsm, wilil,
now as before, make Sensations, and seek to spread their own
confusion to others. Our most effecctive reply wlll be an open
and honest dlscussion, by means of which we mav learn from
past experience and from the present situatior,
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FINLAND

Suomen Soslalidemokraatti, 19 June R

When for decades we have become accustomed to the
religious echo by the Communist Parties of the entire
world of the statements of the Soviet Communiat Party
headquarterg, 1t 1s not wlthout reason that the surprlsing,
independent stand of the 1talian Communist leader, Palmilro
Togliatti, 1s described as sensational. The leader of
the West'g largest Communist Party has pointed his critl-
cism at the Sovlet leaders outright,.-rand dlrected the
discusslon regarding Communist mlstakes along new channels
even 1n hls own party. Why were all thosge evil deeds per-
mitted, and afterwards the blame loaded onto the back of
the leader who during hls time was treated as a god?

What is Important 1s not necessarily that this 1is the
first time that the expose of the Staliln cult has created
discussion but that this ig the first time that the dis-
cussion comes from the mouth of a well-known Communist
leader. It seems that the conferences of Marshal Tito--
the rebel who has risen to a position of respect in the
Communist camp--and Togliatti, prior to Marshal Tito's
ceremonious Moscow trip, have truly directed pollcles to-
ward change. The strong criticlsm from the leader of the
West's largest Communist Party cannot help but influence
the West's smaller Communist Parties into taking a stand
even though it doubtless will result in headaches for some
of them,

Togliatti's stand was in large part also affected by
internal political matters. The Italian Communist Party
suffered defeat in the communal elettlons and it now appears
in danger of losing 1its earller ally, the Nennl Leftist
Socialists. Togliattl has made his decision, and from all
appearances, Marshal Tito's counsel has greatly influenced
him. As we remember, the Communists have suffered reversals
in all elections following the anti-Stalin campaign--this
has occurred in Austria as well as the Netherlands. Togllattl's
example cannot but be influential. But too much must not
be expected from the change. Even during the era of the
smile there 13 reason to recall the story of the TroJan
horse. That he who was previously infallible 1g later under
criticism 18 a cheering sign for the democracies. But it must
always be remembered that new words do not change old obJectives,
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1t appears obvious that the present day workers movement,
which promoces the hlghest ldeals of every nation and all man-
kind, 1s facing a new great progsressive era. This has partly
resulted from the recent, and still contlinuing, Soviet exposé
ana critlicism of mistakes which at flrst seemed very painful,
but later has been felt as a more liberating, daring and stimu-
lating breath of air throughout the world,

Thus, 1t 1s natural that the conclusions of various
bourgeoise papers (as Helsingin Sanomat and Ilta Sanomat),
whose strongest characteristic 1s that of rnol takinz an 1nde-.
ﬁendent"stand, concerning the Communist "ripping of seams" and

crises” do not reach the heart of the matter. On the other
hand, we can be encouraged in that currently the previously
menclioned types of papers have seldom been liberal in publi-
clzing and discussing those matters which create healthy
broad scope discussions of problems in the present worker's
movement,

A result of this type of broad scope deliberation and
dlscussion 1s the decrease of the susplclon and fear of many
honest persons of Soclallsts and Communists, and toward
Socialism and Communism, The impression that Communists are
the Instigators of some underhanded orders 1s ellminated and
the belief that the present day workers movemens: promotes the
freedom of all working people is strengihened., This type of
development creates an even flrmer foundatlon among, all nations
for a feellng of friendshlp for the USSR and other Socialist
countries and strengthens peace and securlty between nations.

We have every reason to be thankful for the fact that the
Italian Communist Party's well known leader, Palmiro Togliatti,
has glven a broad scope statement on those matters which we
have mentioned 1n the preceding parvagraphs., The Flnnlsh press
has had only relatively few small, iraccurate and even erroneous
translated and Interpreted fragments of Togllatil's statement.
But even at that 1t appears that 1t arouses significant
ideoloplcal alscussions of those general mistakes whlch might
have affected the progress of the entire international workers
movement up to the present time. The inltlation of thils type
of discussion on the internatioral scale will undoubtedly hasten
the ldeoloxlcal growth and unity of the workers!' movement and
wlll deepen the consciousness that not only 1s this ideological
growth and unity necessary and advantageous to all countries,
but also tnat it awakens the so-called rank-and-file of a broader
workers movement to thelr clear and definlte rights and freedoms,
which includes the f'reedom to criticize. This signifies that
an organized democracy 1s developing into that which 1t should
be.

In complete contradiction to the conclusions of the
bourgeolse press, there 1is no doubt that Togllattl's statement
might be an indication of the beginning of a new and rich
Progressive era in the present day workers' movement,
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Oplend in e Volkskrant, Ametaifam,

“Look out, Comrade, you'te spilling It on yoursetf”
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NEAR EAST
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INDIA

Indlan Communlst Party Reaction, 13 July, excerpt, (as' broadcast
by radio) .

The facts mentioned in Khrushchev's report reveal that
together with great successes in bulldlng soclalism in the
Soviet Unlon, there also occurred durlng the latter part of
the life of Stalin instances of distortion of Soviet democracy,
Infringement of Soclallst legality by excesses and arbltrary
acts and violation of norms of inner Party life.

In view of the seriousness of the mistakes committed
and 1n view of damage caused by them, 1t was necessary to take
resolute measures to rectify the mistakes and undo the damage
done, '

It was necessary to wage a. determined struggle against
the cult of personallty, a cult alien to the spirit of Marxism-
Leninlsm., By undertaking these tasks, the Soviet Communist
Party leadershlp has rendered great service to the canse of
Soclalism,

While fully recognizing the negative features and grave
defects that developed in Stalin's methods of leadershlp, the
Central Committee of the Communist Party of India conslders
that a one-sided appraisal of hils role durlng the last 20
years of hils life, years of mighty development in the Soviet
Union and the world Communist movement, caused bewilderment
among the masses and can be utilized by enemles of Communism
to confuse them,

The Committee, therefore, 1s of the opinlon that an-
objective assesament of Stalint's life and work in their entirety,
Stalin's great achlievement and serious shortcomings, 1s essential
for successfully fighting the cult of the individual and for
effectively combating the prevailing confusion.

The Central Committee declared 1t was necessary to under-

take a fuller analysis of the causes which led to the arbitrary
acts and excesses, It added, "To ascribe all shortcomings and
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and arbitrariness to defects of an indlvidual falls short of
Marxlst-Lenlnlst standards of historlical objectlvity,.

Khrushchev's revelatlons have been selzed upon by
imperialists and other enemles of the worklng people to denounce
the Sovliet Unlon and undermine the confidence of the people in
tne Soclallst system,

Enemies of the workers are at palilns to make out that the
violations of Sovlet democracy and excesses commltted are
inherent 1n the Sovlet system.

There 1ls a serlous danger of many honest and progresslve
elements belng iInfluenced by thls propafanda, which the Com-
muniist Party of India considers it imperatlve to expose and
combat,

It 1s evident that a system in which such violatlons and
distortions were inherent could not have unleashed the creatlve
eneriles of hundreds of milllons of people on a scale never
known before, and have brougnt about such unprecedented soclal
transformatlions, '

The mistakes and excesses that occurred in the Soviet
Unlon were not due to the principles of Marxism-Lenlinism or
the Soviet system, but to deviatlions from them in practice,

These devliatlons occurred agalnst a background of great

victories of socialist reconstructlon, carried out in an extremely

difficult perlod,

The Comnlttee 1s confident that the world Communist movement
wlll profit by the experience of the Soviet Union and take ef-
fectlve measures for the defense and extenslon of democracy In
every sphere,

While Sociallsm has become the common goal of all progres-
slve mankind in our present epoch, each country will however
proceed to thils goal 1n 1ts own way.
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Free Press Journal, 30 June, exCﬁrptﬂ K

. The Poznan revolt 1s only the beginnlng of a revnlutiondrv
fight for liberation in Soviet Satellite countries.

The trouble in Poland 1s almost according to schedule.
If "polycentrism", the word alleged to have been colned by
Tito to describe the new internatlonal Communlst relatlonshilp,
can permlt a hitherto subdued Togliattl and a habltually
yesslng Thorez to assert the right of criticism, 1t 1s no
wonder that in Poland ideologlcal autonomy has been expressed
in much more aggressive terms, The Polish Communist Party has
the largest mass of nationalism in 1ts mental make-up of any
East European Communlst Party.

Since the post mortem struggle agalnst Stalln began,
forelgn correspondents in Warsaw had nften reported Poles
talking of a "second revolution,” They sense that internatlonal
and natlonal Communist leadershlip has been growlng at a greater
pace Iin Poland than elsewhere, and the authorltles omnsciouﬂ
of 1t have been trylng to respond to 1t.

The Poznan trouble Indlcates thﬁt the rate of liberallzatlon,
now that the welght of international compulalon has heen re-
moved, is not considered fast enough., It Is also signiflcant
that the demand for release from party burwaurrdLLu compulsions
should start at Poznan, which has the highest proportion of
industrial workers in 1ts population. As polycentrlsm becomes
the internatlional pattern of Communlsm, internally different
groups and parties will have to be tolerated, and the indus trial
workers, who are ldeolopically given a very high status in
soclety, wlll clalm thelr right to org ganize and express thelr
opinion earlier than other groups. The Polish trouble 1s only.
the beglnning of a vast movement,
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AFRICA

- Dakar, Afrique Nouvelle, 26 June
| The End of a Myth

On 25 February during a secret session of the 20th
Congress of the Communist Party of the USSR, Nikita Knhrush-
chev presented a report on the cult of personality., This
report, which has Just been published by the entlire world
press, is without doubt the most violent condemnation
known of Stalin's conduct as head of the Soviet state. The
successor of the Russian generalissimo acknowledged par-
tlcularly that the late 1little father of the Russlian people
had eliminated during his lifetime hundreds of early Com-
munists, after having extorted by force from them confessions
of imaginary crimes, and that he had massacred tens of thous-
ands of opponents of the Russian Revolution. .

Such facts cannot surprise us. We have known them
for a long time. One can, however, ask what effect they
have on all those who have believed in Marxism. Thus, this
regime which was to free man from all alienations has been
able to breed the most terrible dictator of aill times. And
this doctrine, which has always proclaimed the impossibllity
of a person influencing history, has been able to produce
a personality strong enough to impose himself for 30 years
on the fatherland of Communism, Influencing, said Khrushchev
himself, "in a bad way the International labor movemen-"
because he was more concerned with the power of hils state
than with the happiness of his people.

One understands that the Western Communist partiesg may
have difficulty in admitting such revelations. Would not
the acceptance of thege revelations as true at the same time
strike a terrible blow at so-called scientific socilalism
and hlstorical matebrialism?

Must one conclude that Thorez and Togliatti are going
to choose the path:of a new Titolsm? It is not very probable.
But they will enjoy henceforth a greater freedom of action.
However, we do not delude ourselves: this evolution

corresponds to the present interest of the Soviet Union.
As Pineau stated at Washington, the USSR 1s obliged today
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to face duties which exceed 1ts means in Europe as well as
Asla, and the USSR beglins to understand that it will need
time to meet 1ts obligations in China, India and the Near .
East, As war 1s no longer imminent, the USSR no longer
has the same need to maintain a fifth coluwnmn in every -
forelgn country,

All the same, nothing has changed in the Soviet con-
ception. At no time did the Khrushchev report have a word
of pity for the millions of victims of the dead tyrant.
And if the abuse of violence 1s condemned in it, the prin-
*clple of its use 1s not.

One chance remains for the West, however. Time can
work for the West 1f 1t knows how to utilize the future to
promote a poliey of aild to underdeveloped countries and of
cooperation between peoples, Those who believe in God
must In any case employ it: such a policy demands a great
love of people and an unconditional respect for the rights
of the human being, which 1t is. difficult to exhibit if
one cannot see 1in each belng the image of a divine creator.
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MOROCCO

Le Courrier du Maroc, by Chrilstlan Houlllion, 19 June

Francols Mauriac has a new hobby. He asplres to become
the Egeria of the Communlst Party. t 1s certalnly never ioo
late to do good, and the Christian, bourgeols, and masochistlc
memper of the Academy 1s opportunely embarking on a quest for
new sources ol enthuslaswm,

Thus, whille recalling problems ralsed by Stalin's con-
demnation and complalning about the Communists' sllence and
thelr attachment to the former dictator of all the Russias,
the defects of whom he calls to mind, Maurlac explains to tne
"young French Communists" why he has adopted thelr worrles:
"Don't tell us we are getting involved 1n what should nrot
concern us, To the contrary, 1t is of utmost concern to us,
because History's conjunctures may perhaps force us once azaln
to take the same road as you do, as 1n the days of the Spanish
War and the Resistance." And, lavish with his advice, Mauriac
proclalims, using Tito as an example: "Young French Communists,
this is the example whilch I hold up to you, the man by whom I
wish you would be inspired.” So, now the young French Com-
munists are provided with a new mentor, an eminent adviser.
Thorez and Jacques Duclos no longer have anything to teach
their leglons; a bourgeols has taken 1t upon himself{ to out-
line Party line! :

Now, Maurlac's anti-Stalinism breaks out at the very
moment wnen the French, Itallan, and British Communist Parties
are in dlsagreement with Moscow., The language of the Khrushchev
report has convinced nelther Thorez, Togliattl, nor Harry Pollitt
of the dlctator's evlilimindedness.

In fact, people from both sildes of the fence cannot forget
that, under Stalln, Russla made conslderable progress since the
last Czar; Togliattl has Jjust argued that case in an article
which caused a certain amount of comment, And the Westerners
know somsthlng about Russla's progress! Khrushchev and Bulganin
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have recelved quite a brilliant heritagé, and 1t does not,
seem honorable for them to insult the.memory of a dead man for
whom they, however, were once the willing accomplices,

i Ry

e R

Although recognizing Stalin's errors (what statesman .
doesn't commit errors), certain Communists refuse to believe
that he 1is the sinlster person described by Khrushchev and
Maurlac, Furthermore, Togliattl specifles: "It seems more
Just, in my oplinion, to recognize that despite hils mistakes,
Stalin had the approval of a large part of the natlon, and,
first of all, that of the leading -group in the government.
The error of Stalints collaborators was in not realizing soon
enough that they had let him do everything he pleased, until
the day when 1t was too late to prevent him from doling so -
without a total upset."

The attack launched by Maurlac 1s justifled even less
because he sets himself up as an enemy of the cult of personality,
when he himself has kept up a similar cult for many months,
having as an idol a political man for whoem he is very indulgent.

And, finally, it is unwise to deduce from the Khrushchev
report that there wlll he an extensive upheaval in international
Communist strategy, The Communist Partlee which are silent will
perhaps be brought into line by Khrushchev, until the time when,
in a few years, a collaborator of Russila's new Master comes
forward and pronounces the anti-Khrushchev Indictment, At present,
the Russians have kept the same objective in the world as Stalin,
and Moscow's recent diplomatic actlons are proof of this, Tactics
have changed and smiles have been substituted for Molotov!'!s
"Nyet," but the outcome leaves no room for doubt; young French
Communists probably do not need Maurlac to convince them of the
chance for success of the plan perfected a long time ago by
Lenin and Stalin. Many "traitors" in Russia have recently been
rehabilitated, It 1s not by attacking Stalin's memory that the
Proteus-like member of the Academy will be most likely to "take
the road" with his young Communist friends! v
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Le Courier du Maroc, by Jacques Rouvier, 11 June

The publication of the complete text of the Khrushchev
report at Moscow 1s very interesting. We are familiar with
the essentlal polnt, namely the condemnation of Stalln. They
also tell us that Qé out of 139 memoers of the Central Committee
elected in 1934 were arrested and shot. Nevertheless, a series
of questlons would normally be posed for Communist parties:
first, the acolytes of Stalin who supported him and permltted
him to pursue his policy are presently in power; there are
then two possibilities, either they approved this policy and
profited from it, or they did not approve 1t and certainly
lacked the essentlal element of the character of a leader,
However that may be, the masses first were told that the great
majority of the Central Committee are traltors and everyone
agreed on this and thanked the brilliant Father of the People.
Now one announces that the brilllant Father of the People was
a poor madman and everyone I1s also in agreement. The fact
which 1s certain 1s that the methods remain but that the men
change., DBefore there was one man; now there are several men.

In the Interlor of the party rumblings are making them-
selves heard because there are several rival gmups. However
that may be, the goals remaln the same, but it 1s also certaln
that 1f Internal struggles should continue, the external power
of Russla would decrease as 1t was diminished at the time when
Stalln carried out his purges and especially when he suppressed
his whole general staff.
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TUNISIA

Le Petlt Matin, 26 June o

The problems raised in the French Communist Party by
the publicatlon of the Khrushchev report and the denuncla-
tion of the crimes of Stalin are becoming greater and
greater Iin volume,

It 1s known that after having maintained a long sllence
on this report, the Communist Party decilded to break it
this week with a declaration of itg political bureau pub-~
lished 24 hours after the interview gilven. by Togllattl to
a liberal Italilan review. .

It appears from this declaration and this interview,
both of which were approved by the British Communist Party,
that Western Communists, while approving the splrilt which
dictated the Khrushchev report, refuse to subscribe with-
out more analysis to all the accusations made against
Stalin. In other words, the Western Communist partieg de-
sire that henceforth problems posed in the Soviet Unilon
are not obligatorily their problems.

There 18 no question, say the French Communist leaders,
that the next Congress of Le Havre will take as the basis
of its work the conclusions of the 20th Congress of the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union. Nevertheless, the
adaptation to this relative autonomy with respect to the
USSR presents delicate problems to the French Communist
leaders. .

The Central Commlttee discussed this Friday and adopted
a resolution whiech will be printed elsewhere. Furthermore,
we will have occasion to discuss later on the way in which
the party directorate intends to approach the congress of
Le Havre, ‘

In the meantime, it 1s interesting to note two positions
expressed this week In the weekly presa by two Intellectuals,
one of whom was excluded from the party several months ago,
Plerre Herve, and the other, Claude Roy, who is st1ll a party
member, but who has often demonstrated a certsln i1ndependence
of spirit.
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- In France Observateur Plerre Herve attacked Maurice
Thorez very violently. The following are passages from
his article: "There 1s no collective direction in the
French Communist Party: Maurice Thorez rules through his
creatures and his creatures rule through him., There is
no democracy 1n the party: the manner of preparation for
the Congress of Le Havre would furnish proof if there were
need for 1t. In the conferences of federations and sections,
the representatives of the leadership maneuver in a way to
prevent criltleclsms being entered in the voted resoclutions.
The machine is scarcely shaken. The Federal Secretariles
have thelr lists of delegates checked by the Central Com-=
mittee. These arrangements are made so that the breath
coming from Moscow does not reach Le Havre.

One should not draw from this the conclusion that there
1s nothing more to do: 1t 1s necessary to fight fascism
Wwherever 1t ls, 1ncluding inside the Communist Party. No
democrat, no advocate of soclalism stands to gain anything
by the increased natlonalist and reactionary tendenciles
which come to light in the Communist Party. It seems to
me that, on the contrary, a renovation of the methods of
the French Communist Party can only be obtained in accord
with the concluslons of the twentleth congress of the Com-
munist Party of the USSR."

The following passage 1s from an article by Claude
Roy in L'Express: "'The Khrushchev report is only interest-
ing, agonIzEng, and haunting for those Christians as you
and Communists as ourselves who 'have in common an inability
to be happy 1n the world as 1t is.' It 1is to those alone
that serious problems are presented today. To those who
have never forgotten the victories won over miséry and
iniquity from the Oder to the Yellow Sea; to those who have
perhaps forgotten sometimes that man 1s never all of one
plece, that truth is not the property of a single man, that
trust is not unconditional, and that revolutions are not
monolithic. It 1s to those men and primarily to the members
of the Communist Party that the knowledge of having been
sometimes mistaken is a silent suffering because it is
appropriately indescribable. It 1s those men that are
aroused, nevertheless, from the silence of chagrin by the
resolute will never to let such happenings occur again,"

A great debate is henceforth open which is evidently
one of the most important events of recent years. Is the
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new current which is exhibited in the interlor of the Com-
munist Party capable of reversing in the near future the
former methods? There l1g the question which all men ask
themselves who think that 1t is posalble to march the
road of progress only by means of a great rally of whieh
the Communist Party 1s necessarily one of the essential
componsnt.sg.

Tunis-Solr, (quotes from French Non-Communist Press on the
- Reaction of the French. Coomunist Party to the
Khrushchev Speech) 19 June

Le Fi%aro Marcel Gabillly commented as follows: "If
today the French Communist Party criticizes openly the
Khrushchev report, the same as Togllatti did two days ago
and the London Dailly Worker yesterday, this does not mean
at all that 1t ralses the flag of independence agalnst
Moscow. It 18 entirely because Moscow has, by its own
chief, modified 1ts instructions.

"The synchronism with which the Communist parties pro-
test at Rome, at London and at Parls 1s remarkable. This
discipl&ne shown by each crying 'Vive la libertet deceiVeu
no one.

L'Aurore commented as follows: "One awaited with
curiosity the reaction of the French Communist Party. Thls
appeared yesterday in a declaration of the political bureau.
The text is similar to a Spanish inn: one finds there what
one brings there. Thorez and Duclos carry off the clownish
feat of pralsing Stalin as the designer of tLeninism! and
of crushing him according to the accusations made by
Khrushchev.

Thorez and Duclos execute an about-face, proclaiming
the virtues of the recent Moscow congress, asking Khrushchev
hunmbly to communicate 'to them the text of his indictment
against Stalin, and reaffirming at the end their 'close
solidarity' with the Communist Party of the USSR."

Franc-Tireur: Charles Ronsac wrote as follows: "The
brief statement of the political bureau is a slnilster joke,"
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Whom do the French Communist Party leaders think
they wlll convince that they ‘'have been ignorant! of the
facts revealed by the report and which they are refrain-
ing from even mentloning agalin? Thorez, Duclos, Fajon,
Billoux and Co., not to mention Aragon and Courtade, have,
on the other hand, the nerve of calling the 'extravagant
eulogies' addressed to Stalin during his lifetime erroneous,
whereas their own eulogles would make up a most obsequious
anthology.

Finally these leaders reveal themselves as super-
Stalinists In having Stalin play in the October Revolution
a role which Sovlet historlans will henceforth challenge
and, especlally, in credliting him with the lion's share
In 'the formation of all Communist parties.! This last
avowal 1s important because it 1s sincere., It 1s thanks
to Stalin and in his name that these men, accomplices of
an 'arbitrary repression,! have for years decelved and
fooled a large part of French workers."

Les Echos commented as follows: "In reality, there is
general confusion in the Communist camp. In the peoples'
democraclies the Cominform leaders of yesterday are adapting
themselves somehow or other (and mostly poorly, especlally
in attempting to save their personal positionsj to the de-
Stalinization. Only Poland, and more cautiously Rumanla
which awaits Tito's visit, make the reversal resolutely.

In the USSR there is no visible sign of regret for
Stalinlsm among the youth (at least up to the present time)
or among the directing cirecles, But thls regret 1is very
possible in the Communist International, if it has not
already begun with the position adopted by Togliattli. There
18 no longer a Communist Mecca nor an unquestioned prophet.
And that 1s an event which glves to the !Khrushchev report!
an historical importance.,"

Tunis-Solr, 21 June

La Voix du Nord Andre Stiblo commented as follows:
"At the present TIme our impression 1s that the Western
Communist parties are passing through a profound crisis,
which they scarcely attempt to disguilse, and that thelr
plans do not go as far as certain individuals claim. Thelr
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Immediate goal is more prosailc: 1t is to regain a little
balance, to redlscover more solid doctrinal foundations,
and to overcome the type of paralysis with which they have
begun to be affected since Stalin was cast down from his °
pedestal, denounced with an unusual violence by those .who
were hls companions and his accomplices, before becoming
his posthumous prosecutors." o

Jacques Le Desert stated in Le Midi Libre as follows:
"How can one imagine that in a party as atrongly organized
as the Communist Party, where nothing is left to chance,
where everything 1s so minutely examined and welghed, the
important officials were ignorant of the whole content of
the Khrushchev report, the conclusions of which the officilal
organ of their party, nevertheless, commented favorably
upon about 20 March?

How can they admit that they could underestimate the
importance it had for them, and that they had done nothing
in this 1lnstance to get information?

And 1f Thorez and Duclos had the report for a long
time, whlch is at least probable, they could have published
1t themselves In L'Humanite for the edification of their
pollitical frlendsy THeé Tepret which they exhibit today
of not having been able to do so is.then only hyprocrisy."
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IRAN

Etelaat, 6 June

The exact text of the speech delivered by Khrushchev at
the 20th Congress of the Communlst Party of the USSR was
pubtllshed by the US Department of State yesterday. This text
has apparently reached the Americans through one of the Com-
munist partles of the satelllte states.

While Tito 1s on a visit to Moscow, let us see what
could have motivated the US Department of State to publish
this speech. :

In the first place, 1in publishing this speech, the US
Department of State has scored a major propaganda counter
attack, using a tactic often employed by Sovlet propagandists,
namely, quoting directly the speech of a Soviet leader. Using
the very words of a Kremlin leader attackling another Kremlin
leader 1s a most effective means of counter propaganda.

Another aim of the publication of the speech 1s to erase
from the minds of people the notlion that after the death of
Stalin, a new era of liberalism descended on the USSR. By
publishing the speech, the US Department of State wants to
go on record as having informed the world, the American pub-
lic included, that no basic change has taken place in Soviet
policy, and that the much publicized Soviet transformation
1s not a reallty at all.

Moreover, to the world at large, the publication of the
speech wlll reveal American diplomacy as malntaining an un-
abated fight against international Communism. Also, since
Washington's attention is constantly focused on the Satellite
states, the US Department of State wants to make it clear
that 1t has not relinquished the idea of securing the freedom
of these states.
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JUL T 1956

“I Said, 'YOU TOO CAN SHARE THE BETTER LIFE»
. R i e ! i\« y . N Tow
it .
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JAPAN .

Nippon Times
June 6 1956

N

+- .The publication of the text of Mr. Khrushghev's “secret”
speech, made before the Cormmunist Party Congress in Mos-
cow on February 23, shows that the speaker minced no
words in glving the assembled Reds a revelation of Stalin's
dictatorship at its worst.
. The picture thus drawn of the dead Soviet leader is that

of. otie “of the cruelest despots who ever disgraced the
human. race but how far others shared his crimes, or per-
‘haps instigated thetn, is not so clear. Certainly people who
“picknamed Stalin in his lifetime “Red Tsar” were justified.
He seems to have regarded everyone with suspicdion and as
2 possible object for “liguidation” but his greatest fault in-
the eyes of his stccessors, who now say they have forsworn
dictatorship, is that he turned his terfor against the Com-’
munist Party itself. ' .

While we must hesitate to-declare that Stalin was 2
necessary product of the Russian people in a state of revolu-
tignary excitement, it is possible that to some extent he,
may e regarded as a consequence of Russian history—

a history marked by so many extremes. .

But many perusing Mr. Khrushchev's speech, and bear-’

“fng in mind the events that have happened and are -still:
happening in Red satellite countfies, will be inclined to ask
%13 o dictatorship the logicol outcome of communism?”® and-
*Can communism exist without a dictatorship?” The an
swers to these questions may well be “yes” and “no” respec-
tively. But we need not be, like the Reds themselves, too
dogmatic. - The answers we seek are lkely to be glven
within the next few years through practical developments.
"This much is possible—the commupism that we have:
known in action since the Bolshevik revolution in Russia
inay be superseded by what we generadly call socialism to-,
day—a soclalism suseceptible of peing adapted to various,
countries according to their special circumstances.

It may be asked what is the difference between com-;
munism and socialism? 1t is not always easy to say. But
perhaps it would not be wrong to proroynce that commun-

igm, although it wears the outward trabpings of socialist

- ideas, clings to a vicious dogmatism opposed to the spirit

. of free inquiry and the judzment of issues on the mertts of
epch ease, Moverover, it seems certain that it is just this
_vicious dogmatism that is apt to ‘make the crimes of Stalin

‘antl other dictators possible.

In other words, these men, and the supporters who
make their existence possible, ean only ‘see one side of any
issuie and when they are thwarted by opposition, they tarn
instinctively to murder and the prison camp to enforce
their views. :

Thoese other guestions as to how far socialism itself .is
a sound propesition. and how far human competitiveness
and individualism gnght te be discouraged wnder modern
conditions of life miost be judged fairly and calmly as occa-
sion arises in the Ppractical affairs of nations.

- What is certain s that.the state of things reveaied in
Mr. Khrushehev's speech is totally inconsistent with human
welare. And we are reminded that those who now direct
the course of the svstem rose to cminence under his tute-
Jage. Do they wont us to believe that they were noor

pupils?
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Yukan Sankei Ji13ji, 19 June

An unidentifled writer states as follows:

When I wrote, at the time of Stalin's death, that
Stalln was a great slaughterer rarely seen in history, I
recelved many scathing letters. However, the 10 June 1s-
sue of the international edltion of the New York Times,
which I received yesterday, carried Khrushcheyv's detalled
comments on Stalin's terrorism during the 1930s.

I got up at 0400 hours this morning and began read-
ing the article, but I am having difficulty because
Khrushchev!s speech 1s printed solldly in small type. But
I did discover that my views and Khrushchev's apeech are
completely in accord on Stalin's large-scale murder in the
1930s8; that 1s, that Stalin brutally murdered Trotsky,
Zinoviyev, Bukharin, etc. when they were not revolutionary
but merely engaged in ideological arcsuments; that Stalin
condemned to death many other innocent people; and that
Lenin would not have committed such cruel acts put, on the
contrary, he probably would have placed these people in
important posts and resolved the issue politically.

Khrushchev confirmed my accusation that Stalin was a
murderer rarely seen in history. I would like %0 hear
from those Communist Party sympathlzers who criticized me.
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MALAYA

Singapore, Nan-yang Shang-pao, 21 April 1956

O0fflclal Soviet propaganda has for sometime been en-
larging its adulation of Lenin, in order to fill the
blank left by -Stalln, a gap whlch the collective leader-
shlp system cannot fill. By restoring the former glory
of - Lenin, the Sovlet leaders doubtless hope to degtroy
Stalin's black record, and follow a more glorlious path.

Thls tendency was already discernible after Stalin's
death. It was seen not only in the striving anew to
builld up Lenin as all-knowing, but also In the greater
emphaslis on collectlve leadershlp. It stressed the rights
of citizens and condemned the cult of the individual. It
admltted the mistakes of Stalin, and opposed hls methods
and policies, foreshadowing the eventual casting aslde of
Stalin's image.

The new rulers had long before made everything ready;
the pralses of Stallin ceased very quickly after hils funeral.
There was less and less mention of hils name on radlo and
in the press, and more and more pralse of Lenin's sagaclty
and intelligence. Anniversaries of Lenin's birth and
death are celebrated wlth the hlghest rituals and applause.
He 18 pictured as the sole example of Sovletlsm, and the
gource of insplration. It 1s made clear through secret
hints, that Stalin's many cruelties, may be blamed on his
departing from pure Leninist theory.

Lenin's writings are belng searched for guotations
Justifying every new turn in Soviet pollcy; articles in the
papers inform the public about Lenin's collective leader-
ship, and his understanding of peaceful coexlstence, soclal
laws, rellglion, and even of art and music. When change 1in
policy demands, Lenin becomes an elder statesman of heavy
Industry. To emphaslZze thls polnt, at the Central Commlttee
Meeting 1n January 1955, Mr. Khrushchev sald that the great
Lenin was the sole repositor of the correct line. Stalin's
name was still mentioned, but the word "great" was omitted.

In Soviet propaganﬁa, the collective leadershlp system
is now continually tied in with Leninlst theory. Before the
20th Congress, 1t was a.tople for regular discussion 1ln papers

- A3
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and on radic. Commentators on party affalrs clearly have
discovered that 1t is safe to talk about Lenin. Early
Communist strivings are also mentioned, Lenin's struggles
with the Mensheviks, hils wisdom in gulding the revolution,
and so forth. Lenin's small book, published long ago, 1in
which he Jeers at the Menshevik slogan of "one step for-’
ward, two steps backward," has become a teachlng history
toplec by A-11-Kfo-sal Tu-chia-tlng over Moscow radlo.

In Mr. Khrushchev's long address to the 20th Congress
in Moscow 1n February, the first part was adding to Lenin's
testamentary instructions., He sald correctly that Marx-
Leninism condemned the cult of the 1ndividual, and the
making of an outstanding leader to be the top-ranking hero
and miracle-worker. Those all became, during secret con-~
ferences over geveral days, forerunner of his amazing
attack on Stalin.

Naturally enough, satellite propaganda wanted to be
on the safe gide. They very carefully took over this whole
topic of collective leadership, at the same time holding
fast to as much of the Lenin line as was harmless, Most
recently, the Budapest official dally Szabad Nep reported
that the Soviet Communist party congress had severely criti-
cized crooked interpretations of harmful Leninist ways of
administration, and had restored Lenin's collectlve leader-
ghip system, and the party's principle of democracy.

As to the reports of riots In Tiflis, opposing Khrushchev's
accugation of Stalin, the most unusual feature was: the
Georgla Zarva Vostoka's edltorial was to be broadcast on
16 March, when that paper in carefully measured terms stressed
Georgla's "tles with our brothers, the great Soviet people.”
However, because it held to Leninism, the paper observed
that the party congress declsions reilterated Lenin's dictum
that socilalism cannot do away with national differences and.
personallity, but In fact assured the growth of the whole
economy and culture of exlsting nations.

Every sentence that Lenln uttered about coexistence with
capitalist nations, 1is belng used agaln, and made into script
suitable for newspaper or radio. These sentences, at last
year's Geneva conference were consldered to contain many
parts to smlle at., A politlcal commentator, Li-hang-{‘tal-wu,
may serve ac an example. He said: "Lenin's profound oplnion
was that each natlon should have the right to choose 1ts own
form of government and way of life. Lenin was a genuine
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hater of interference in other men's affairs. He felt that
a2 nation's right of self-determination was sacred and also
Inviolable. He not only proclaimed that peaceful coexist-
ence with capitalist nations was possible, but also com- -
merclal cooperation on a basis of mutyal respect." '

When at present some rulers have taken away the rights
of public securlty and police, and attacked the Individual
arbltrary methods, Lenin's "Laws of Soclety" 1s revered
as a model. This 1s the same as when there is a big turn
In polilcy, regarding coexistence or heavy Industry, in
principle or in party matters, Lenin's pronouncements have
become a Bible. :

Stalin never desired to oust Lenin; he used Lenin,
and created "Stalinist Leninism." 1In some essays on
Stalinlsm, he again explalned things about Lenin. Khrush-
chev 1n hils blg speech, shows a tendency to do the same
‘thing. We recall that this was Stalin's way of getting
into the Central Committee. In a dignified way he played
the role of representing Lenin, stirring up trouble for
Trotsky, and finally destroyed Trotskyt!s faction. And
Trotsky himself was also like Stalln; he began his work
1n the role of an expounder of Lenin,

The present Soviet rulers have brought out Lenin's name
and destroyed the name of a leader who has already left
this world; and have revived Lenin's teachings 1n order to
dlscredit old policies which have failed. AlsS they have
explained the new policies as proper. This method helps
the Soviet rulers because the various crueltles of Stalint's
rule, and his disregard of freedom, his purges, killings,
and slave-camps, etc., have aroused anger the world over.
The method of bringing out Lenin paves the way for restoring
the Soviet system to a place of honor. At least, “coexist-
ence™ must be like this. :

At the same time, 1t seems that the Soviet leaders
really want to lessen-the pressure on the Soviet people,
and in the past three years they may be said to have done
.80 little. Also whille those policies of Stalin's were
cruel, yet at that time they were seen tc be necegsary, and
were not discredited and left no traces to lessen "efforts
to push agriculture," or "more severely to cause consumers
to assume the task of heavy industry,"
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In a word, the new leaders, as Mr. Khrushchev now ad-
mits, when they were grovelling in service to Stalin, suf-
fered many insults; and now we 3ee that there has come
about a situation more reasonable, more free, more humane.
They plainly admit that Stalin's policies did not succeed,
Outwardly, his cold war led the West to unlte agalnst the
Soviet Union, and to build a terrifying military defensive’
rampart; which rampart has proved itself a heavy road-
block in the way of Soviet economic growth; and also 1f
continued, will cause more suffering to the Soviet people
who have been in trouble for so long. Within the nation
they have aroused a feeling of fear and unrest.

In summary the psychological effect sought for by the
reviving of the adulation of Lenin is to create among the
gatelllte nations the 1ldentlification of the current Soviet
leadership with those qualltles of wisdom, abilitles to
counsel and organize, and the harmonious leadership of
Lenin which the satellite natlons have not forgotten. The
purpose of reviving this adulation of Lenin 1s also directed
toward sociallst elements abroad who have been alienated
by Stalin's mistakes, but who stilll have respect for Lenin.
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INDOCHINA

Saigon, Le Journal d'Extreme Orient, 6 June

The Department of State has Just publlshed, without
assuring its authentlcity, a version of the "anti-Stalin"
speech delivered by Khrushchev at the 20th Congress of the
Communist Party of the Soviet Unilon.

The rewvelation of contents of this document causes some
experts to think that Stalin was assassinated and was not
victim of a cerebral hemorrhage as.-the official version
hag 1t, :

- Khrushchev has reportedly stated in fact that Stalin
was on the verge of launchlng a murderous purge against
certain members of the Politburo, including Molotov and
Mikoyan. "It 1s not be be excluded," he /Khrushchey/ has
reportedly said, "that had Stalin remained at the helm for
several monthe more, Comradeg Molotov and Mikoyan would not
have delivered speeches at thls congress, Evidently, Stalin
had plans to finish off the old members of the Politburo."

Sensing that Stalin, driven by hls morbld fear for con-~
splracy, would go ahead to eliminate them with his usual
savageness, his most intlmate collaborators wanted so much
for him to disappear before thelr own condemnation, The
American experta recognize, however, that the Khrushchev
speech, even 1f 1t 1s Justifled 1n 1its assumptions, does
not bear any conclusive indicatlon on this historilcal riddle.

This document 18 a long indlctment against the person
and his methods of dlectatorship. Khrushchev has reportedly
imputed to Stalin the abuses commltted during the purges,
the respongibility for the initial disaster of the war and
the rupture with Yugoslavia, and the death of 70 per cent
of the members of the Central Committee of the Party.
Finally, he has reportedly exposed the conflicts which set
the Communisgt despot against Voroshllov, Molotov, Mikoyan,
and Zhukov,
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INDONESIA

Interview, Aidit, 5 July (as broadcast by radio)

Jakarta--Stalin did more good than harm during the
time he was in power in the USSR, Mr. Aidit, secretary
general of the Indonesian Communlst Party, sald today.

- He added: "Stalin's only fault was that he promoted the
power of a single man instead of collective leadership."

Mr. Al1dit saild that the Indonesian Communist Party--
the most important one 1n Southeast Asla--would continue
"to consider Stalin one of the greatest leaders of Commu-
nism" and would keep his portralt on the walls of the
Party headquarters in Jakarta.
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New York Times
July 3 1956

THE CULFRIT 15 COMMUNISK

Despite their breast heating and
self-accusation, the Conimunist lead-
ers refuse to face up to the central
issue involved in the overthrow of
the Stalin myth, The Communists
outside of Soviet Russia, who hoast
that they have a “scientific” expla-
nation for everyihing, want to know
how and wihy Stalin's erimes and the

Stalin myth could huppen. And the |

Moscow Communists, who proclaim

the Marxist theory that history is]

made not by individuals but by eco-
nonic forces and “class” action, now
atfempt to put all the blame for
Stalinism on Salin,

But the real issue, long evident to
free men everywhere, is that the
horrors of Stalin’'s rule were not
primarily the result of the aberra-
tions of 8talin or any other man
but are instead inherent elements
and inevitable products of the whole
Communist system, which requires
a Stalin to run it and therefore must
always create a Stalin or collapse
in chaos and revolt.

The reasons why responsibitity for
these evils rests not so much on
men. as on the system are self-
evident, Communism represents a
violent ind in practice a permanent
revolution to overthrow all non-
Communist social systems and Gov-
ernments and to wipe out all but one
of the existing *‘classes” in order to
establish a “dictatorship of the pro-
letariat” whicli annihilates all oppo-
nents. When successful resistance
by the non-Communist world makes
it necessary, this revolution may he
carried on, as in the Thirlies and
now again, by the Trojan horse lac-,
tic of temporary “coexistence” and |
& “united front” with "pmgresswe"'
elements to eapture parliaments and’
bring Communists to power legally. .
But, as proclaimed ancw by the)
Communist leaders themselves, the

UNITED STATES

objective, to be pursued, when &
Communist resistance weakens, bf
violence, terror and war.

In this revolution of extermination
the end justifies the means and abro-
gates both the righis of the indi-
vidual and the moral and ethical
restrainta of civilization. Further-
more, since such a revolution can be |
staged only by a conspiracy, it must
be staged, as Lenin recggnized, by 4
amall group of ruthless men, who in
turn will be dominated by the most
rothless among them. This man
thereby inevitably becomes a dicta-
tor whose arbitrary will hecomes
law that spells life or death for
millions.

But the same inevitability of dic-)
tatorial rule continues to prevail
even after a Communist system is
established. For comnunism, even
when called “socialism,” rvests in,
theory “on “community’' ownership
of all means of production, distribu-
tion and exchange, which in practice,
and despite the promise of a ‘“‘with-
cring away” of the state, means a
monopoly of state capitalism, This
means expropriation and “liguida-
tion” of all “capitalists,” from lavge
industrialists to small shopkeepers
and farmers, and the transfer of all
productive property to the state. Il
means the ceniralized managemoent,
operation and planning of a whole
national cconomy and every.part of
it by a vast bureaucracy under a
top command which makes the state ;
the only employer and secks Lo real-
ize its political aims and cover up
jts blunders and inefficiency by ter-

rorizing and exploiting both the:.

managers and the workers to the
point of making them all serfs of
the state. Finally, it means the
ronstant prevention and suppression
of all opposition to thi# system,
whether due to man's innate desire
for freedom or to & possessive in-
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“tionakizationy, of industry, hegan 1o
‘veer away from total state owner-

Tevolution is always the paramg¥.  “stinci 6n his part that would inter-.|

fere with state operations.

Al} this demanda and inevitably
leads to & concentration of totali-
tarian power—not only political but
also ecoromic, social, educational
and every other power~-in the top
command of the state. And this top
commeand is again the small group
of ruthless men who have clawed
their way to the top, and who, heing’,
usurpers, must inevitably rule by
means of a ruthless police terron.
They may seelk Lo "liboratize” their
rale and decentralize their state op-
erations; they may temporarily jmi-
tate Lenin's “new cconomic policy”

An respect to rvebellious peasants; |

they may even pose as a “collective
leadership.” Dut the end result is
atill “darctatorship,” which inevitably
leads to the tyranny of the man wito,
in the constant struggle for power,:
is fastest on the trigger, and to:
poverty and human degradation for
the masses.

In all this, communism merely
confirms an ancient wisdom sum-
marized by Lord Acton in the maxim
that “power lends to corrupt and
absolute power corrupts absolutely.”
The founding falhers of the United
States knew it when thgy voted for
the separation of political powers,
not to speak of economic power. The
Socialists realized it when they nol
only repudiated Marx’ revolution in
favor of democratic cvolution but.
also, in view ef the Soviet cxample
and their own experience with na-

ship. The unmasking of Stalin
should serve to warn those who still
see in cemmunism a short eut to
fndustrial deveiopment and do not
recken the price.
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Dail

The

PERHAPS NO* previous
gathering of apoﬂtiwsljar-
ty anywhere has caused as
much worldwide interest

and provoked such a stir of
public opinion - as the 20th Con-
gress of the C.P.S.U,

BReactions to and develop-
ments since the Congress in the
past four months have been
varied., In mapy quarters, -
tluding in certain Left circles,
there are_ some for the
revelations about - Stalin  have
taken up the whole horizon and
who seem temporarily to have
Jost sight of the political 53:{;
icance and far-reaching
of the 20th Congress as a whole,

But there is also a growing
number of non-Communist!
groups and iadividuals who see
in the 20th Congress, and in the
very revelations about Stalin,
a completely new possibility for
re-cvaluating their own views
regarding relations with Commu-
nists. And these past weeks have
seen {not only in New York) an
increasing number of impor-
tant and slimulating informal
discussions taking place between
Communists and  pon-Commu-
nist liberal and Libor lenders.

John Foster Dulles and the
State  Departiment  recognize
that there is a changiog political
climate abroad and st home, a
change sharply away from the
atmosphere of the Cold War,
They are keenly aware of the
fact that the 20th Congress has
stimulated  this  whole  tremd.
The State Department for in-
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prochement hetween Belgrade
and Moscow, the cutting
viet armed forces, the Soviet
invitation te General Twining,
and the fact that a recent Galinp

So-

1y WOI‘R{EI?MNBW

US.A

e e i e i

By EU

s o St N -
Poll shows a majority of Xinei
icans favor that*Khrushehev and
Bulganin be invited to  visit
here. It hopes that through its
publication and 1se of ity wer-
sisn of the special Khrushchev

4
y

“Communists must have the

report, it can disrupt the trend .

toward  peaceful  co-existence
among Americans and the “men-
trals,” - disorient the Left, and
sow disunity among Commu-
nists at home and abroad.

But despite all efforts of the
State Department, even some
conservative  spokesmen  and
many liberals view the 20th

. Congress as maugurating a pe-

- changes must !'nevihlblzc

riod in which the industrial and
technological supremacy of U.S.
capitalism will have -to meet on
an equal level with the historic,
peaceful competition of Soviet
socialism. And the, special report
of Khrushchev is  viewed in
mmercus  non-Communist  as
well as in Comwnunist circles as
an evidence of that strength and
confidence which emables the

Soviet Union today to break .
with some verv harmful features

of the past, asd to pave the way
for a vast expansion of democ-
racy im its internal Jife.

This perspective and  these

about modifications in ¢
tions of all forward-
groups, trade unionists, liberals,
inlists, no less than Commu-
nists. And it is the ition of
these big changes that creat-
ed the growing number of re-
guests for mutual exchanges and
eep-going discussions by non-
Communists democratic gro

! . in a2 number of cites in ¢
stance, is uneasy at the rap- - L .

past wecks, .
. * :

THE KHRUSHCHEV report
on Stalin tells a tragic story.
Shocking and painful as it is,
however, it is a pait of hi

York, June 18 ”_1956

age to face up to it, salyze it,
nged draw conclusions from it

Over’the last forly vears im-

ism exacted a terrible price

om the Soviet people_amd their

leadprs who. dered to storm the

we knew. Now belatedly, we
see that thé heroic path o the
most monumental and progres-
sive advance in human histo

was wmade all the more difficult
at a certain period by shocking
crimes and crass violations of

- socialist Jaw and ethics.

<

We especially, because we are
C o o m u nists, understand and
share the profound grief and
shock of the Soviet people. The
crimes and brutalities that sullied
the latter perind of Stalin’s jead-
-are unforgiveable. Nor
did they have any historical or
i “necessity.”  Nothing
can justify the use of tortures
and rigged trials; large-scale de-
portations; provocative and chan-
;inist actions l:: in the case of
ugoslayia; - the persecution
out the lives of more than & score
of Jewish cultural figures.

Socialism could not continue
to allow such terrible injustices
to go undisclosed or unremediced.
That is, the meaning of the mo-
‘rally and politically courageous
oorrective measares undertaken
in the last three years. We ean
expect to see these measures am-
flliﬁﬁd as Khroshchev's extremely
rank report is critically dizcassed
by millions of Sovict citizens,
. .
. THERE ARE MANY ques-
tions abont which 2l of us are
thinking decply, Many are the
honest cpuestions of friends, as
well as of those who strongly
disagree with us. Some are the
loaded questions pressed by the
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 Klrusher's
Aeport

1

State Department and ifs various
*“voices” ofradio and. press.
Why did these things happen?
‘Were they .ilﬁm&b)elg’gs Artp Pﬂ(:y
inherent i sodalim, in Com-
munist philosaphy® .
" A pet theme of the State De-
Yopartment Cis that  the  special
- Khrushchev report rejects “only”
those injustices which were per-
petrated  against  “the  wrong

. people.” The claim is made that

the rejection of Stalin’s methods
must be extended 10 the rejec-,
tion of Lenin and Leninism and
of sncialism as a whole.

Bat not even the bruzen ad-
vocate of alomie “hrink of war”
policies can obscure the history
of the last four decades. The
liberating teachings of lenin
have already triumphed in one.
third of the globe. The socialist
world system has arrived and
is fivevocably established, It
wants and needs peace. It con-
siders that war is no onger in-
evi -as it was i Lenin’s time,
that a thermo-nuclear war would
be a catastrophe, but that it can
be prevented. It is confident!
ocompeling on a peacefu! hasis
with capitalism in every -

human  aspiration en-
deavor. It recognizes with a
new maturity that the paths to
socialiun are many; that in
today's world more and mere
reoples and countries will he
able to hew a parliamentary and
democratic road to socialism in
accord with their own national
traditions arwd 'Tience.
- As for Lenin's “methods,” but
two facts need be recafied. Un-
der his leadership the first act
of the new Scviet Republic in
1817 was to proclaim peace and
bring an end to the massive
blood-letting visited on the Rus-
sian people during World War
1. And in 1921 while foreign
armies of intervention were still.
trying to bring down the Soviet
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“Uiion; Leain called MROLCYSF
to the death peaddty and any
miss repressive .meunres.

IN THIS connection it is well
to ponder a ion that now
some wonld Jike to conceal:

Who were ft‘be real iard:ilect:
of a policy of terror in respect
to dvepoSo?iet Union? Those who
g:d ta ﬁvﬂk@ the wra'gj Ql‘:ef

ven aod esrth to erus _
:&ulmdogm;gv “strangle
- in ite ovedie,” . Winiton

Churehill i’?!ﬁkoii;:”"'“"“‘f' T

How this new soclety, built in
one of the most backward of
nations, was forced. 10 run the
gauntlet of every type of attack
and suffering! Civil war and
military jntervention pressed by
the strongest governments of
Europe, America, and Asia;
merciless blockade and enforced
{amine; ecomomic and itical-
boycott;  devastation by the

rdes of Hitler; and then, wit),
the wounds still gaping, ten
years of bitter cold war—these
were the sacrifices and suffering
exacted by reactionary eapitalism
from those who dared to build

. a new world!

M is this grim background that
&Lave a life und death character
to the struggle over policy in
the young socialist state. Indus-
trialize or perish: catch up eco-
nomically with the leading cap-
italist powers or he crushed by
them-~these are the conditions
that help f:;plain, although they
do vot justify, an atmosphere in
which, for a’ period of time un-
der Stalin's feadership, after the
foundations of sociakism were
established, such gruesome de-
partures  from  socialism  were
ﬁ;:sihln, as Khrushchev  fear-

ty disclosed. .

As a result of the near mira-
culows progress of the Soviet
peaple, the Soviet state and the
CPSU. over these hard and
tubulond years, the great pres-
tige of Stalin grew. The USSR

rcamne a first rank ndustrial na-
tion. It wiped out ifliteracy. It
develuped  an  unprecedented
system of social ownership of
the means of production and
foll employment, of free medical
aid, education and social securit

Aor its people. Wakers amj'
" furmers achieved a itical, eco-
nomic. and cultural stalus and
dignity undreamed of under the
_Crass, and, in many  ways,
uomatched in the advauced cap-

.cialism  had

italist countries. ession and
Czarist racism way to na-
tional independence, social de-
velopment and se¥-expression for

peoples and nations for whom
the ancient Russian empire had
been one vast prison. :
In the eardy 1930's when so-
beea  buitt-not-
withstanding all esternal pres-
sutes and attacks—Stalin promnl-
gated an analysis and & course
of action that undermined the
new sogialist Constilution and
facilitated  the gwievous viol.
tions that are only now bei
corrected.  This was the
that ;-i:h the vicmtgr‘a;sf social-
ism,  desperate enemy
would become even more dan-
gerous, would organize increas-
rfsistanca intcnmﬂ\;h:kn:
woukl penetrate every A
of the Soviet state, the country's
economy, and even the Party
aud its Jeadership, -

B would be naive to' think

that the Seviet Union dig/inot
have #tn Benedict s, But

the search for “encmies of the.

people”™ goek ou hysterical pro..
portions in which virts all
opposition and serious differ~

euces of opinion became suspect.

iM the same time dl?:re dg;
veloped greater centralization
Mal;::i,(:e power and &beﬁgﬂ;ivaﬁm
of bero worship akin, espe«
cially duiing and afrer World
War 11, and the breakdown of
Party and Soviet collectivity,
and restrictions in creative intel-
lectual and-cultural life. And it
was during this period that the
security ofe the USSR ob-
tained wielded a' noemal
and dangerous powers and crim-
inally violated the Soviet Consti-
tution.

.

HOW WAS IT possible for
SO many ists in  the,
“West,” and s0 many non-Cam-
munist statesmen and political
kiaders, to accept the i a_that
treasom and trea

claimed in the series of purges
and triaks that took place in the
1930°s and ¥

Column, gathered openly under

the “anti-Comintern” bapner.

« - . But time and truth

try have” always Beéi aware of
the vicious, antt-Soviet mrignes-
and espionage sponsored and
ﬁuaneur

ness. M

ment and that the great eco.
nomic shuggles and, free speech
fights of the past decades are 8.
Plete with tragic eyamples of
strike-breaking  and wreckage
eaused by labor spies, informers
and provocateurs,

The terrible nomena of
fulse “mnfe.ssimng’hearﬂ fabric-
ah}d ;e:‘iidlem:e"wvﬂ products of
a leverishly suspicious and hys-
terial 2tmosphere exploited by o
Yezhov, a Beria, and other agents
of impecialsm-have o

Dow
been pwoved by t}nofaunnl?gaf
archives t secret for many
years. Similar to the secret in-
telligence agencies in our own
vountry, like the FBI and CIA
;Lhich

unt the Constitution, and are
not accountable even to (lon.
&ress, Beria and his accomplices
obviously were able to perpet-
rate l‘:bzm' m;:s agnms; the
‘peop ise of “na-
o hreigial .
is was not the “fruit of
socialism,” bt a bitter product
of contradictions and abuges alico
to socialism which a sociabist so-
ciety could not digest nor tole-
rite. Certainly we Communists,
of all people, cannot ignore nor’
make Er of these faces,
Nonetheless

principles that may arise in the
t s period of its growth
nnd. Progress, The wise and
moving waords (lrfone of our,
own  great revolutionary theo-
reticians, Thomas Jefferson, re.
garding the French Revolution,
are warth remembering today:
“In .the struggle ul‘:ym was
necessary, many guillty persons
fell withowt the form of trial;
and with them some innoces?,
as mach a5 any-
shall deplore séme of
them 1o the day of my death,
will rescue
and eml!dm their i

Secoudly, especially we here 3, 1793),

in the strongest imperialist coun-

.
CONTRARY to the State De.
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have dictatorial powers,
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“partment propaganda, the inhe-
xp:x;.t cvﬂs-P:f?:Jgdaay’s world are
those of, capitalism, vot of so-
cialism, Tnherent in socialism is
the ending of exploitation of man
by man; the ebmination of the
causes of war, depressions, snd
racism. The inherent spirit of

fsm is haman, national, and
social freedom. 1ts victory in the
USSK, and subseguently in
China and the other people’s
demaocracies, has broken  the

‘back of colomialism, and in the

last ten years has inspired a
winning upsurge to nationa! lib-
eration and sociel advance of
over a bilfion colored peaples.
The economic rovalists hate
socialism-not for ity failings, but.
for its strength, for its in
social progress and liberating
values, '

How hypocritical is their ef.
to sensativnalize and make
capital of the Sovict Union’s de-
termined - effort to imase the
sbuses against socialist justice
and sey! One need only

mention that the State Depart-
‘ment is pot

prevented from ex-
tolling the “merits” of fascist
Spain by Frasco's crimes against
gw " "'bnl ‘x;ot bothered

¥ the indescribable corruption,
degeneracy, and mlm?ness of the
puppet’ regime of Chiang Kai-
shek, Nor is it adverse 1o the

voconstitutional racist rule b

Aorce and violence of Eastlang .

Talmadge and Shivers, aided and
abetted by McCarthy and Wal-
ters, Jemner mul Nixon-—whick
is sanctioned as an “accepled
way of life” for a sizeable part
of our own US4,

This, then, is a clue as to
which of today’s prevaiting world
social systems harbors the “ji-
herest evil,”

.

IN THE DISCUSSION on
the 20th Congress ciirieitly
being centered around the spe-
cial Khr report,. ques-
tions frequently arise sbeut the

© present Seviet leadership. Did

some of them try o Ining about
cl before the lLast three
eatsg Could the past evils have
zeen checked earlies? How big
and serions are the changes now
under way? ,
Many  guestions  remained
unanswered. The Khrushehey se-
part, which was primacity a doe-
wvmented supplement to his main
political repoit to the 20th Con-
gress, reflects only a purt of the
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‘probing that hay gone on, and
which may continne for years to
come, in the CPSU and smong
the Soviet people, %
There is no mistaking the his-
toric process which is at work
today. For example. for vears it
has been fashionuble i Wash-
ington ta characterize all the
peace talk among the Soviet
people and the concrete peace
proposals of their leaders as @
ocover for “war-like” or “aggres-
sive” intentions, Bt when a
number of American truvelers in
the last three vewrs began to
visit the USSR, thev concluded
that no country comld organize
for war by so compleiely imbu-
ing all its citizeus with the idéa
of pedce. And many comserva-
tive statesmen and millions of
ocommon folk in the West have
concluded also that ne “sggres-
s voluntarily relinguish
all its military bases albwoad and
unilaterally reduce its armed
forces, as has been dune by the
Soviet Union in the past few
years. ' _
In a similar wav, along with
the elimination of gross injus-
tices of socialist Jaw and ethics
‘and harmful hero-worship, the
process of mass popularization
of the historic decisions of the
20th Congress seems to be well
under way whereby coritical ine
quity and expression, and cule
tural and scientific interchange
are coming into their vwn, ahmi
with & series of goverumenta
and party measures o ensure
the ete enforcemnent of the

Soviet constitution and the ex-_

prosion of democracy in the
USSR, )
Even a skeptic must admit the
fortitude, integrity, conlidence
and team spirit with which the
present  Soviet leadership  has
moved since 1953 to bring about
the present thaw in international
altaits, to expand socialist de-
wmocracy, and effectuate a mark-
ed rise in living and cultural
stundards.  Self-criticism in its
highest form and in its only e-'f-
fective form is being applied in
the Soviet Union today--i.e., ac-
tual self-corvection, Not least of
all, the steps being taken to re-
storegenuine collective leader-
ship in the CPSU and the Soviets
are providing prerequisites for
overcoming and eliminating all
departures and violations of so-
cialist legality and principle.
But this is not just a matter

“of Teaders. The key thing is the
popular cliaracter of the process,
embracing ‘the whole Soviet
people. It is demonstrated in the
sharp disenssions -among writers
and scientists, in the factories
and on collective farms, as re-
ported in the newspapers: daily.
The recently announced steps to
decentralize the ministries of juss
tice and economic planning seem
to be especially significant, This
would mark an historic tumn-
away from a highly centralized
state with certuin  bureaucratic
excesses which ingyitably pre-
sented a cuntmdicc‘ﬁsu to the
further development of Soviet
dermocracy, .

Socialist democracy has broad
and strong economic and polit-
jval foundations for its farther
development in the USSR, There
is no exploiting class that by
virttue of its great wealth and
corporate power can assume the
decisive, commanding positions
of the economy and of public ex-
pression and political Jife. There
is no materiul obstacle to de-
mocracy’s flowering as the ab-
rormal conditions of the struggle
for survival fade and the social-
ist constitution is made inviol-
able,

Certainly the minds of men
and their public instutions are
always influenced not only by the
historic achievements of the past
aied present, but by the hang-
overs of former evils and mis-
takes. No one can say that new
mistakes, of an entirely different
type 0o doubt, may not be made
in socialist countries agaim. To
expect inlallibility in any group
of leaders is to compound the
basic error of the past and to
have learned nothing from the
bitler istake in clevating a
Stalin to the pedestal of a demi-
Gaod. One of the key tests of
political integrity and sociglist
strength iy the Irank recognition
of eror and, most important,
self-eorrection, And by the rec-
ord of the last three vears and
their present public diselosures,
discussions and rectifications, it
appears as a matter of fact, that
the C.P.S.U. is meeting this test,

.

IN THE CURRENT world-
wide discussions on the special
Khrushebev report, we American
Cominunists have much to think
aver. A myriad of questions have
been opened up to which all of
us have the responsibility to re-
flect and seek answers—answers

which can come only Trom a

sober re-assessment of facts and
a full exchange of views.

We see now that we made
sorme  serious wistakes,  Based
upon mistaken information, as in
the case of the rupture with
Yugoslavia or the former situa-
tion in Soviet agriculture—we de-
fended and accepted the inde-
fensible and uwnaceeptable with
uneritical  attitudes, We  too
glibly, or idealistically, assumed
that the great job of buikling so-
cialism conld take place withont
major mistakes, We refused to
believe, and regarded as stander,
any news thut purported to tell
of grave ibjustives in the social-
ist countries,

While correctly repudiating ™ o

and counteracting the vile slaud-
er and anli-Soviet hostility of the

corporate intcrests and  thels
agents, we were often intolerant Socialism
eritical opinions and view. American

points of many labor and liberal Maintainiug
We too olten ticat.
criticism  from  sivge trada

of the
spokesmen.

ed
unionists and liborals

uiters,

For all this we feel profound the principles of

regret—-withogt
equivocation,

But we also do not detract one  BEMUiNe patriotism,
iota from . the deep pride we X
fell in the fact that throughout  €Xclusively
the years we American ommuy-

. , as though tific
it came from the professional and  social
anti-Covununist and anti-Soviet continue to

neers OF socialism in the GSSK-.
despite zjl their errors, malprac-
tices and dufects-have made
possible the estublishment of 4
warldwide socialist system, aned
ave enormously facilituted the
path o socialism  ever where,
That road i our own country
will be winked out by the Amncr-
ican pcollﬂu i aceord with one
own conditions und tracitions,
Certainly we American Com-
munists advocute and strjve Iio
a dmnncm!iv, constitutional and
peaceful course of sopial trans-
forimation whereby the muority
of the American people nitimate-
l.y will move forward and estalby-
ish 2 new sacil system on the
asis of American needs and -
perience, traditions and liboy.
emocratie political relationuships.
Within the framework of 4
common concern for peace wid
the progress and advancement of
all countries, we
Communists — while
int at all times our owr,
osition as an independent po-
itical party with 4 truly scien-
attitode towardy ol particy
rlw.mmwuu - shoud
nse omr attitude ;-
wards the lands of socialism on
ternationa]

reservation  or WOrking class solidarity wliich, ay

Ancoln noted, s g halbhnark of
n the past o gaze was often
on the historic gaing

socialism againgg overwhehn.

nists resolutely champicned the 1€ odds. Aud il, iu certain 1o.

cause of socialism,
internationalism and
Soviet friendship,
tenue to do actively and proudly,
For this has always been, and
is today,

erica and of world

peace,
FDR, for example, near the
end of his life, referred to the

establishwent of triendly and
%?:d neighborly relations witl,
the Soviet Union as “the crown-
ing achievement” of his Admin
Istration. The corrections now
ng made by the USSR, the
eradition of all that i alien te

socialism, facilitate this goal ol
amity and peacefyl co-eristence,
And as this process continues,
millions of Americans will Legiy
to sec socialisim in o new light,
and with the understanding that
socialist society is 4 changing,
evolutionary, and constanly jog-
proving system, )

In this connection, many so-
cialist-minded Americans will be.
8in tu realize that the hard and
sacrifical stroggles of the pio-

in the best interest of

proletarian  FPECHS, our PIevious visin now
American. 3PPears one-sided in retrospect,
This we con-

ow near-sighted 14 the point
of blindness would it be tn see
today only the grotesgque distor-
lions made in the gt years of
S.talin's leadership, and” to ose
sight of the historje achieve.
ments of socialism and the grand

panorama of a new world before
us

'Y

IT IS NO surprise that many
of us react iy different wayy (o
the questions that have crapled
with such impact.  The Daily
Worker has opened the way for
a democratic discussion and a
vigorous clash of opinion, In the
process, many invaluable con-
tributions have been made, A
number of views and approaches”
have been put forth. It would be
unrealistic to expect all of us to
agree with all of then,

As for mysell, there are ideas
expressed in some of the letters,
articles, and  editorials” appear-
g in the Daily Wosker which
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I cannot agres with. I de not
sgree with appreaches that
minimize the errors now reveal-
ed. I cannot agree, on the other
hand, with sweeping anti-So-
viet indictments that fail to take
Jhistorical -fact and . perspective
into account and that, regard-
less of intent, foster hostility
toward socialist countries. I
share the attitude of a frank
and honest sclf-critical apology
to honest people we have mis-
takenly condemned. But I can-
not accept the viewpoint that
wipes out and undermines pride
and confidence in the Socialist
countries. Nor do I share the
cynical  attitudes that would
minimize or blot out the historic
contributions of us American
Communists to the working
class and to our nation—contri-
butions past or present, not to
speak of the future,

I am confident that our Party
—in the process of strengthening
its ties with the labor and Ne-
gro .people’s movements and all
other demacratic forces, and b
exercising the greatest independ‘I
ent Marxist ; gment-will prove
fully capable of helping sojve
tiot only the social questions of
the future, but also the vital
problems now confronting the
American people, And parenthe-
tically, let me add, that our “po-
litical independence” will not be
measnred by- how much we
“criticize” or “pressure” other
vangnard parties but, above all,
by how we boldly and creatively
apply, in accord with American
_conditions and needs, the prin-
ciples of scientific socialism to
help solve the immediate and
fundamental problems of our
own, the American people.

This article does not attempt
to deal with some of the big-

gest questions concerming  how
the American Left, inclosive of
the Communists, can move for-
ward and draw the necessa
conclusions from the past, cf-
fect certain basic and long over-
due changes in certain aspects
of their programmatic positions,
structures, and methods of work,
and exert greater political in-
fluence on the course of political
and social events.

These problems are now be-
ing more widely considered not
only by us Communists, but by
wany labor, liberal, Left, and
socialist - minded people and
groups. Opinions need not, #ind

should not, jell prematurely. .

There is rcom for much thought
and exploration inside and out-,
ide our ranks — for collective
thought and action rooted in the
political realities of our country.

Above all, there is the need
for greater mass political and
ecouomic  activity, _such as
aroimd the key issues in the
1956 elections, now, even while
the current discussions go on,
This, above all else can provide
the framework for new gains
and perspectives for a broad,

pular realignment, as well as
g?r the eventual emergence of
a new mass party of socialism.

When' all has been said and
done about the 20the Congress
(and that subject won't be ex-
hausted for some time td“é’b'ﬁii{;’
one thing will remain above all
else: the 20th € strength-
ened world peace and social
progress. It marked a new stage
in the advancement of socialism,
and in the struggle for peace-
ful co-existence gtﬁat began in
Lenin’s day, continued in the
following years, and js becom-
ing ever more effective and
successful.

This  policy captured  the
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iinagination of mankind and was
upheld even in the face of mas- -
sive: hot and cold war threats,
provocations, and the encircle-

-..ment of the U.S.S.R. by A-bomb
“Bases from 1946 on, -

. The emergence of socialism as.
a world system and the dis-
integration of the colonial
empires has evoriched and given
new meaning to many basic
Marxist precepts. One such
Leninist proposition that now
acquires new social significance
is that socialism and capitalism
can live ‘and' peacefully ‘conpete
in the sathe world, that civiliza-
tion is now on the threshhold

of a Tasting peace—because of
the new world relationships,
and through the heightened
mass intervention and unity of
the peoples.

-The Feo les and govern-
ents of the US.A, and the
USSR can be friends, can live
and let live, as good neighbors,
If anything, that is ali the more
clear after the publication of the
State Department’s “big scoop”

‘DY) 13PP AWOW OU UBY YOIM

world-wide trend towards peace-
ful co-existence and social
progréss ‘! than' -eould King
Canute decrees ' a° hadti to the
ocean’s . waves, -
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A FRATERNAL DISCUSSION

An Editerinl

WE PUBLISH in this issue the complete text of a
statement by the Central Committce of the Conumunist
Party of the Sovict Union on the Stalin discussion.

. This discussion, now going on among the various
Communist Parties, is something new in the history of the
ommuonist movements,

It is a fraternal, critical discussion, conducted on an
equal basis among Marxists who are secking the scientific
answers to .profound questions of importance to them-
selves, to the workingclass and to the general cause of
democracy and socialism.

This discussion confounds the foes of socialism who
fusist that there is nothing new in the Communist move:

~nenty and that the unmistakable evidence of independence
and equality is all a “plot.”

The recent declaration of the Communist Parties of
the Soviet Union and of Yugoslavia stated that the “dele-
Eatkms have agreed, guided by the principles of Marxism- -

eninism, to a prompt mutual cooperation and exchange

_of views in the field of socialist scientific_thought boti in
their mutual relations and in the international workers’
movement in general.”

Jt is in this spirit that various Communist Parties, in-
cluding "the American, raised questions regarding the
speech of Nikita Khrushchev on Stalin—particularly with
regard to the need for a deeper explanation of the errors
and crimes ascribed to Stalin.

In the Jatest chapter in this discussion, the Central
Commiittee of the Communist Parly of the Soviet Union
has now given its reply to some of these questions. Many
Marxists will feel satisfied -with the answers which the,
Soviet Communist Party now presents. Many will feel that
the final answers still need to be fornd and that the dis-
cussion must continue,

The Duaily Worker will have more to say on the So-
viet Communist Purly’s statement in the future and we
will keep our readers informed, as the discussion goes on,
of the views of Marxists here and thronghont the world,

A deeper probing of the errors in the Soviet Union
can only result in speeding the profound changes already .
getting under way in that country, 1t can be of invalnahle |

help to the Communist movements elsewhere, and to the
cavse of co-existence and world peace, '
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Dally Worker, New York, July 8 1956

s g g 4. i 5w SRR PES—

Deanis Comments on

Soviet (P Statement

Fugené Dennis, General Secretary of the Comwunist

Pa\rtf/, yesterday issued the fol
reso
of the Soviet Union:

~The Soviet Communist Parlﬁy's
resolution is a most welcome e~
velopment in the friendly inter-
change of opinion ameng Marxists
of the world. It correctly turns at-
tention to the profound significance
of its 20th Congress, with its his-
toric decisions paving the way for
new socialist a;r\?ances and its far-
reacking conclusions on the non-
inevitability of war and the possi-
bility for peaceful paths to Social-
ism in democratic countries,

“I'he resolution correctly esti-
mates the sinister aims of those re-
actionary circles whe' would bury
the tremendous achievements of the
20th Congress under an dvalanche
of speculation about the re-evakna-
tion of Stalin. It coinciles with
our estimate that reactionsry circles
here and elsewhere are trying to
distort and atilize Khrushehev's

lowing comment on the recent

ution of the Central Committee of the Communist Party

the solidarity of the international
working class movement.  These
‘cold war’ forces are not interest
led in making peaceful co-existence
ia setfled national policy; they seek
to prolong world tensions and main-
tain & suicidal arms race. ’l‘heyi
vainly seek to frustrate the will of
the peoples for world peace which
| was reflected at Bandung and Gen-
reva and continues to grow. )
! “In my opinion the resolution of

l

the CPSU goes = long way. in ex-
‘plaining—while clearly not justify-
ing—what. has become known as
the growth of the eult of the indi-
'widual and the unforgiveable viola-
‘tionx, of ‘Socialist legality and prin-
ciples lﬁat took place in the latter
period 'of Stalin’s leadership, The
substance of this matter will be di
cussed shortly by our Nati
Commi‘tce which will then collec-

special report on Stalin to disrupt’tively express its views” t
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ington Post
July 2 1956

Mﬁttér df | FﬂCt  0 ; o o .By.loseph andStewaﬂ Alsop

Was Stalin M urdered?

ABOUT. A WEEK after Jo-
geph Stalin died, one of these
reporters had a long talk with
George Kennan, who had very
recently been recalled as Am-
bhassador 1o the Soviet Union.
Kennan ventured a prediction
about the future and a guess
about the immediate past, and
both are worth recalling in
view of what has happened
since,

Kennan's prediction was
that Stalin might very well
become within-a few years the
chief ideological devil of the
Soviet Union and world com-
munism. It seemed a strange
notion at the time, since
Khrushchev and Company in
Moscow, and all important
Communists elsewhere, were
vying with each eother in ful-
some tributes to the “great
Jost leader.” But in the light
of ' vecent ‘events, Kennan's
prediction about the future
lends added weight to his
guess about the past.

Kennan’s guess was that the
men around Stalin had mur-
dered him, or at least been
implicated in his death, e
had, ‘Kennan said, no solid
evidence that Stalin had been
murdered, any more than he
had solid evidence that Stalin

would become an ideological

devil. In both cases, it was
a matter of atmosphere and
of instinct. Kennan vividly
described the atmosphere in
Moscow which he had so re-
cently left--the fear and ha-
tred of the old tyrant so thick
jn the air that you could al-
most smell it

TF STALIN was not a mad-
man before he died, Kennan
said, he was just this side of
madness —a judgment fully.
vindicated by Nikita Khrush-
chev's hairralsing description
of Stalin’s last years. It seemed
to Kennan a reasonable con-
Jecture that Stalin's suvbordi-
nates had done away with him,

not only to save their own
lives but because the strue-
ture of Soviet power might be
endangered by the dictator’s
near madness,

Kennan's guess was only a
guess, and there is still no
positive proof that Stalin was
murdered. But if you re-read
Khrushchev's famous speech,
in which he denounced Stalin
as a. murderer, and consider

‘other recent events in the
light. of Kennan's guess, it be-

gins to seem rather like the
missing piece of a puzzle.

Why, for examiple, did
Khrushchev miake his speech
at all? This is the question
which has mystified all the
experts. Before the speech
Kennan’s successor, the able
Charles E. Bohlen, and every
other diplomatic eobserver in
Moscow had reported that the
Khrushchev-Bulganin regime
was solidly installed. For
more than a year a carefully
planned process of chipping
away at Stalin’s reputation had
been.in progress.

WHY, THEN, should
Khrushchev  abandon the
chisel for the meat axe and
hack away so ruthlessly at the
memory of the dead dictator?
He no doubt underestimated
the risks he was taking, but
he is a shrewd man, and he
must have known that the
risks were real and grave.
Why take them? - .

If Kennan's guess was accu-
rate, the answer is clear. A
collective sense of blood guilt
can be a source of unity, and
could in part explain why the
“collective  leadership” has
worked successfully, contrary
to many expert predictions.
But blood guilt can also be a
source of danger, the danger
of blackmail by a party to the
secret. There are two ways of
dealing with such a danger.
There is Stalin’s way, killing
all who knew the secret. The
other way is to transform the
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act itself into a necessary and
even laudable one,

Certain passages of Khrush-
chev’s speech also take on a
new meaning in the light of
Kennan's guess. For example,

Khrushchev singled out Molo-

tov and Mikoyvan by name, and
said that even they would not
have survived had Stalin lived.

Mikoyan and Molotov,
Kennan has speculated, are
precisely the two men who
were almost certainly not
implicated in Stalin’s death--
Mikoyan hated Stalin, but he
is a cautious man, and Molotov
retained to the end a spaniel-
like devotion to his cruel
master. Thus Khrushchev's
words may have been a warn-
ing and a reminder. The
whole tone of Khrushchev's
speech, in fact, with its re-
peated emphasis on Stalin as
a murderer, supporiz Ken-
nan’s conjecture for murder
is the natural retribution for
murder,

FINALLY, there is the more
recent mystery. Why did
Pravda, Khrushchev’'s own
party newspaper, publish an
article by the American Com-
munist Eugene Dennis, criti-
cizing Khrushchev by name,
and asking why he and his
colleagues did nothing to pre-
vent Stalin's crimes? Such an
article in the Soviet press has
always been the pretude to an
official answer. Might not the
answer be that Khrushchev
and his colleagues did indeed
do something, and something
rather drastic and decisive {o
curb the murdering tyrant?

Perhapa it will never be
known for certain whether
Kennan’s conjecture was as
accurate as his prediction.
But at least Kennan's guess
throws an interesting new
light on the events which have
shaken the whole structure of
Soviet power.
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Washington Dally News
July 9 1950

" Soviet Signsiin the Wind

PARIS, July 9—The West Is watch-
ing two tests this week of the
Soviet “new look”

One is the treatment of the Poles
arrested in the Poznan' massacre.
‘The other will be the Moscow meet-
ing of the Supreme Soviet Wednes-

ay.

The de-Stalinization campalgn has
been an attempi to persuade the
Russlans, their satellite peoples, the
neutral countries and the NATO
nations to trust a regime which no-

body trusts in fact—not even the
communists. :

This was toc be done by making Stalin the sole
eriminal for all the long bloody record shared by
Stalinist Khrushchev and Co. .

Under this “change,” tha Russlan People would

er chains to
freedom, the neuntral countries would become “peace
partners” of Moscow, and NATO defense would melt
away under the warmth of Soviet smiles and arms
:redgctlon."

'I'lﬂs trick worked well—up to a point. It won some

co-operation inside Russia and the satellites. It
softened up Marshal Tito and lured Yugoslavia back
toward the fold. It brought more countries into the
neutral camp, and spread appeasement in the West.

But the Soviet trick was not quite perfect, There
could be no obviocus refurn to the “old look” without
flaking the whitewash off Khrushchev and Co.

The satellite peoples, encouraged by the slight re-
laxing, soon began to ask when their Stalinist dictators
would be fired and when they were going to get
moere bread and freedom. Allied governments began
to ask when Khrushchev was going to submit his
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" By Ludwell Denny

“Disarmament” to an International tnspectlon inforce-
ment agency, and make good his pledge for German
reunification and free elections in the Soviet zone.

Some answers are now in. ‘The others will be indi.
cated at least in part by the Poznan “trials” and the
Supreme Soviet meeting,

Kremlin acts already prove there is no basic change
in forejzn policy. But many intellectuals, laborites and
nationalists of Western Europe are still hopeful of a
“basic change” in Kremlin eriminality and aggression.

Hence the importance of Poznan. The ruthless mass-
acre of Polish demonstrators erying for bread is hard
for any non-communist to explaln away.

Therefore, the Soclalist International Organization,
the Furopean committees, hi-partisan groups of Brit-
ish and other parliamentary members, the trades
unions and even neutralist newspapers, are demanding
a publle, fair trail for the Imprisoned Poznan demon-
gtrators. . :

Of course, nobody will ever know how many have
been executed. But unless the Kremlin permits the
Polish puppet dictatorship to hold a few show trials
and release some innocent victims of lts fantastie
“foreign agent” charge, Khrushchev's deStaliniza-
Elon .proz_)aganda will begin to flop, everywhere.

’I’HE Kremlin's problem before the rubberstamp
> Supreme Soviet i3 less damatic but similar to the °
Polish rrob!em«——how to denounce Stalin without de-
Stalinizing? How to maintain a dictatorship without :
lice state terror now? Above all how to give the :
Sovlet and satellite slaves more bread without cuttin§
back heavy industry priorities for global supremacy? !
One easy answer will be shouted to all these ques- :
tions: “American imperiallsts and militarvists are to :
blame for everything—including Stalin.” That’s not ag °
effective propaganda as it used to be. The Kremlin is .
beginning to hurt, :
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New York Ti
June 30,1956

Forelgn Affalré

‘Can Commumsm Face Its
‘ " Inner Cns;s"

ByC. L SULZBERGER

PARIS, June 30—There are indi-
cations - that the B "Thaw in the
-Soviet orbit may hc etting: out ot
| haid, Polish riots ara ut ‘one symp-
tom of the agonies l,lud perple:ﬂﬁm
resulting from relaxation: Cominis
nist Jeaders both from sateili{e and,
| Western European j)ames are slip-
plng off to Moscow toolicit undvtce.l
; __The organizational hosses in Italy,
i Frarice, Poland,. Bulgaria, Czecheslo-
(vakia and possibly Hungary “have
either gone or sent trusted agents
to the Soviet Union to find out what-
is going on. They are. likely to be;
startled, )

For Khrushchev has resolved to
let the Russian people in on the open
secret of his antl-Stalin views. He
had already disclosed these to ‘the
February Bolshevik Congress and
distributed various documents sup-
porting his dlatribe. Substantial por-’
tions of hia speech have been printed’
and sent ant to party agitators both |
within the U, 8. 8, R. and the satel-,
lites.

The Noxt Steps

Now he has decided to go further.
Next month, when the Supreme 8o0-
xviet meets, the “Stalin Constitution”
lof 1936 will be revised. Further-
-more, the entire text of the famous
February speech will be published.
Moscow contends that the State
Department’s verslon is incomplete.
‘Together with this sensational
document the Bolshevik leadership
plans to circulate Lenin's so-called
“testament,” in which the first rev-
olutionary boss denigrated Stalin.
Finally the minutes of the Central
Committee meeting in which Stalin
was named general secretary of the
party and promised faithfully to fol.
low in Lenin's footsteps will be
printed,

The East German Precedent

It is unlikely that even the bloody
Poznan strike will deter Khrushchev

i

from thix audacions program. For,

}' unhappily  enough,

the uprising
seems doomed to go down in history
as a repetition of the huge 1953
demonstrations in Bast Germany.
In that instance the Western
World sat by uncemfortably while
Soviet troops and tanky squashed
inclpient rebellion. Then the puppet
Pankow Government revised a few

of its most firitating restrictive
measures that had Mven the work-
ers to despevation,” S

An Awkward Mﬂqn

) Certaln observers ‘fecl- the Polish
police authorities muast have known’
in advance that some form of action
was contemplated in Poznan, They

{may- even have planned to permﬂ. it :

“centuries, no such submissive tradi-

—until it got out of hand. In any
event, however, the local militia and
army appear amply strong to quell
it without. visible Soviet assistance.

If this proves to be the case, the
West will again be left in the ermbar-
rassed position of supporting free-
dom and advarating it in its official
propaganda but proving powerless
to really help. It i3 much like the
legend of -the Italian officer during
World War I who summoned’ hix
platoon around him in a trench,
shouted *Avanti” and rushed off on
a charge. "Bravo™ shouted his sol-

diers, laying down their arms to

watch him and applaud.
Lack of Consultation

Untortunately, despite the urging
of many diplomatic . experts, the

| Allied” powers never got together

after the East German insurrection
to decide what, if anything, could be
done were such an uprising te recur
behind the Iron Curtain, The answer
certainly is not easy. But there is
no evidence that the West has ever
seriously sought to find it or to co-

ordinate Its own position.

Surely this is now urgently neces-
sary. For, after the meetings of
Communist leaders commencing in
Moscow and after the sensational
developments contemplated at next
month’s gathering of the Supreme
Soviet, a new wave. of reactions,
hopes, _debaten and possibly turbu-
lence ay again shiver through the
orbit.

Communist Worries

Khrushéhev ig making an ex-
traordinary experiment with forms

‘trained fo adore are being toppled?

.less society.
'the dialectics of Marxism-Leninism

of liberty and independent thinking ;
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to which the people of the U. S. 8. R.|
are not accustomed, Therefore, even
the most expert Communist politi-
cians cannot with' ecertainty predict
eventual resuits, But, while Russia
has been habituated to Bolshevik
dictatorship for almost four decades)
and to Czarist autocracy for many

tions are inherent in the satellites,
This is clearly what worries the
delezates from the East Kuropéan
capitals who are seeking counsel in
Moscow. How are they to. ration
original thinking ameng their re-
sentful populations when - the- food
for thought is:being ladled out right
in the Kremlin? And how, ask the
party bosses of Italy and France,
are they to keep thelr organlzanons‘
together ‘as vibrant, polftical forces
when all the idola they have heen

The great paradox of communism
is being unveiled to those who wor-’
ship it. This 13 the proof, as cited
by Khrushchev, that the most evil
type of classical dictalorship cannot
only occur bt can develop in its
most abhorrent form within & class-
Obviously this proves

must be wrong. What, the Commu-
nists' must be inquiring of each
other, can be done about this star-
tling fact they now acknowledge?
Is Poznan—and brutal repression—
again to be the only answer?
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Washington Evening Star
July 9 1956

Orwell in Pravda

In connection with their continuing
de-Stalinization program (it might also
be called a fumigating operation), Rus-
sia's “collective leaders” have been &t
pains to declare that theirs is “a truly,

* democratic popular- regime.,” However,
speaking through a follow-up editorial in
_Pravda, they have hastened to add that
" nothing could be more foolish than sug- .
_gestions. from the outside world that the ,
Kremlin may in ‘due course permit the .
establishment of opposition political par-
“ties in the Soviet Union, R
. To Westerners, of course, it is an
"absolute contradiction in terms for any .
government to say that it presides over .
"3 “democracy” while at the same. time -
- severely proclaiming that it will tolerate ,
".the existence of no political party other
~than its own. But Mr. Khrushchey and
“ his colleagues—expert as they are in the
v totalitarian art of turning reality and the
. meaning of words completely upside

gt sreT

There then follows an answer that upends
all common sense and chops logic to the
_ point of massacre. But let the “collec~
" tive leaders” speak for themselves in this
- gem of Orwellian fantasy. : As they por-
~tray it, the Soviet Union—unlke “bour-
geois” countries, which are made up of
" many clashing groups—is a fully «ynifed
“soclety™ so blessedly lacking in “antago-.
 nistic classes” and so much in agreement
" with -itself that “there is mo soclal
ground . .. for the creation and existence
of other parties in addition to the Com-’
munist Party.” - Hence, in Pravda’s words,
L #the Communist Party has been and will
be the only master of the minds and
' thoughts”: and actions of the ‘Russian
‘people.: T '
" Moreover, emphasizing that they “are
tn no need” of any other kind of political
.representation, Pravda gquotes from Lenin
'to warn that the Russlan people musb
“work with “absolute subordination” under
the “iron .discipline” of the Communist
Party. This says apout all that needs to

* down—have given us a typical Communist '
:explanation of this most ingenlous and

: absurd paradox. Reading llke something .
. from George Orwell’s “Animal Farm” ot

be said at the moment. Clearly, even
with Stalin dead and defamed, the Soviet
wgemocracy” apparently intends to- re-
main essentlally as hard and as despotic

' ©1984,” it is an explanation that ought

“to be mulled over by all who have enter- -

. 'a taskmaster as ever. ‘And inherent in
it—despite the present “aollective” and.

tained the hope that\post-Stalin Russia = smiling nature of its dictatorship—is the

; may now be starting to move, slowly but
“ surely, toward genuine freedom. ,

. As set forth in Pravda, the éxplana- "
_ tion begins. by:asking why there-is only
‘one po_ljtlg:al organization in the USSR..
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. substance of a tyranny still capable of
committing ‘crimes at least "as vast and
monstrous as its predecessor’s. The free

‘world would be recklessly wishful to think
otherwise. . R
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New York Times
July 5 1956

THE SOVIET “EXPLANATION"

Responding to the clamor created
by the State Department’s publica-
tion of Khrushchev'y secret attack
on Stalin, the Soviet Communist
party’s Central Committee has is-’
sued an answer designed to still un-;
rest among foreign Communists.
Whether it will achieve that objec-
tive remaing to be seen, Italian
Communist leader Palmiro Togliatti
has indicated approval of the new
statement but has not retracted his
original assertions about Soviet “de-
generation.” The Daily Worker
 here has indicated that not all
American Communists may be fully
satisfied. \

Fortunately, we of the free world
4re not subject .to any compulsion
Lo follew Moscow blindly. Exam-
ining the new Soviet Communist
statement objectively, it soon be-
comes clear that it is. 'a dishonest
document, hased upon false premises
and deliberately aimed to divert at-
-tentioff from the really basic ques-
tions raised by Stalin's crimes. There
‘is even considerable naiveté in the
~statement, as when it asserts that no
capitalist country would ever admit
“to making mistakes. Whoever wrote
that seems to have forgotten that
in free countries it ig precisely the
function of opposition parties and
of the free press to point out such
mistakes, . Only in a one-party dic-
tatorship can the ruling group hide
monstrous crimes, as was dong in
Russia for 'so long,

"What emergeés most clearly from
- .the statement is that the present
rulers in Moscow refuse to account
for their own personal rols in
‘Stalin’s criminal rule. Their pre-’
tense that they dared -not move
againgt Stalin because he was so
“popular” is obviously nonsense..
They were Stalin’s clogest hench-
men,’ creatures he had elevated to
positions. of power and - privilege.
When he died, their claim to con-
tinued power was that they had
been his closest “comrades at arms.”
While he lived, they led the chorus
of~sycophantic adulation for Stalin,
How can they now escape respon-
sibility as his accomplices?

. The statement. also makes clear
that the present rulerseswish to as-
sure perpetuation of their dictatorial
vule. They repeat again the myth
that the means of production are in
the hands of the workers and peas-
ants. They deny that the bases of'
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Stalinist misrule must be sought in
the Soviet system.' The former as-
sertlon is patently disproved by
Khrushchev’'s own description of
Stalin's absolute power. The latter
denial is an astounding rejection of
-Marxism by men who claim to be
Marxists. Stalin could never have
achieved his ahsolute power if there
were not strong forces within the
country whom his rule benefited.
Those forces, of course, caine from.
the bureaucracy which ruled under
him, oppressed the great majority
of Soviet people and diverted to it-
self and its own consumption a vast-
ly disproportionate portion of the
national income. A leading Hun-
garian writer recently described his
country’s Government ag a “regime
of gendarmes and bureaucrats.” Was
that not the nature of Stalin’s re-
gime yesterday, and of his succes-
sors’ regime today?

Moscow’s statement attempts to
Justify Stalin’s dietatorship on the
ground it wag necessary tp.combat
external enemies and to transform
the Soviet Union. The firat justifi-
cation is a lie, as shown by the ease
with which Hitler and Stalin joined
together in 1939 to partition Poland.

The two dictators showed then they,
had much more in commoh than
‘elther had with the democracies.|-
;The real reason for the dictatorship
'was that Stalin’s regime conducted
a hitter war against the great ma-
Jorlty of its people. No democratic
society could have robbed the Soviet
peasantry of its land and forced théd
enormous -sacrifices required to
build up Soviet heavy industry’ at
such a breakneck pace. It is the
fact of this war agiins‘t the Soviet
people which Moscow fears to face,
for in this facet of the matter ave
concealed Stalinist crimes, which
are also crimes of the present rulers,
It would have been unreasonable.
to expect a straightforward account-
ing from those now ruling in Mas-
cow. Such an accounting would re-
quire a really revolutionary, demo-
‘eratic transformation of the Soviet
Union. But the effort to unload all
' Soviet crimes on the sole persoriality
of Stalin necessarily involves ‘g0
many internal untruths and contra-
dictions that it canrot long fool any-
one who can think for himself. An
explanation that does not really ex-
plain cannot end the turmoil that
has been growing in recent maonths.
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Wash. Evening Star
June 30, 1956

-Explosion .at Poznan
Like the East Germans in June of
1’1953, the Poles of Poznan .have now
erupted into a world-resounding explo-
, slon of pent-yp feelings against Commu=

nist-imposed hunger and tyranny. At a °

.cost "of miich bloodshed; their brief

-uprising apparently has been suppressed.
But what they have done—ag rank-and--
file workers bravely defylng the tanks -

and guns of the Red regime—represents

a spirit that is ineradicable, and there
can be no doubt that 1t is a spirit shared. -

-by the vast majority of their countrymen,

The Polish people, after all, are over- :
whelmingly . Catholic. More than that, -

throughout the centuries of their history,
there has been bred into their blood and
bones an intense sense.of nationalism
intermingled with a profound hostility
toward Russian imperialism, czarist and
‘Soviet alike. Repeatedly in the past, jus

as now, they have demonstrated—some-"
“times with what might be called a reck- :
less but altogether admirable romanti-:
cism—a devotion to independence so deep

and flerce as to make them fight for their
own, regardless of cost, even agalnst the
worst kind of odds. The Poznan “revolt”
is one example of this exceptional trait
of theirs, and another can be found in
the story. of how thelr cavalry—armed

only with sabers—threw itself unflinch-’
Ingly against the massive - armor of .

Hitler’s invadmg legions.
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So it Is not surprising that these
people have regarded the Kremlin-serving

‘Warsaw regime as an alien and hateful .

thing ever since it was imposed on them.'
In recent weeks, in keeping with Moscow’s
de-Stalinization program, the regime has

‘proclaimed numerous liberalizing reforms-

—more of them, in fact, than in any other

SBoviet satellite—but this sop-throwing’

program has not been good enough or
thorough enough to satisfy the great mass.
of Poles.. Their violent march in Poznan
is proof of that—an uprising reflecting
hot only a. desperate desire for an end:
to miserably low lving standards, but
also a passionate yearning for independ-
ence. Their hunger, in short, is not for
bodily food alone, but for the substance
of national freedom as. well—g hunger to
be rid of the Red tyranny, a hunger to
be genuinely their own masters.

What remains to ' be seen now is

‘whether the post-Stalin Kremlin, operat-
dng through the Warsaw Communists,

will react with savage measures, or
whether—as in East Germany three years
ago-—some placating moves will be made.
The answer, one way or the other; should
become clear in due course. Meanwhile,
whatever may develop in the form of
oppression or concession, the world can
be sure of this; That the Poznan explo-
sion, far from being a mere flash of tem~
porary temper, is symptomatic of the

-volcanic pro-freedom forces that rumble
- everywhere beneath the seemingly solld
surface of the Red empire v

Approved For Release 2003/08/11 : CIA-RDP78-02771R000200380003-3



Approved For Release 2003/08/11 : CIA-RDP78-02771R000200380003-3

NYAY
JUN 29 1956

o,

The gist of miost of the Communist
reaction outside the Iron Curtain to the
attacks upon Josef Stalin has been to
agree that the late dictator was (In Eu-
gene Dennis’ words) guilty of “crimes
and brutalitles” But they have also
asked some questions of the present
“collective leadership™ — comprising men
who were high in Stalin’s councils. “Did
any of them,” wrote Mr, Dennis in the
New York “Dally Worker,” “attempt to
change anything in the perlod which
preceded the last three years? Could one
have stopped the evil goings-on earlier?”

This, of course, is the big question. It
applies not only to Khrushehev & Co.-
although with most force to them-—~but to
every one, including Mr. Dennis, who

- slavishly followed the Stalinist line while
the Red emperor was alive and only
“dared speak of his crimes after he was
dead and repudiated by his successors.
For the crimes of Stalln were not news
to any literate person when Khrushchev
listed them. They had been published
“and republished in the press of the free
world. Mr. Khrushchev supplied some
pertinent detatls, but the most important
fact of his speech was that he made it at
all, and acknowledged the truth of what
the world knew, but the Communists
would not admit. By so doing, he opened
the door to questions concerning his own

role—and that of Premier Bulganin, and

the rest of the Soviet hierarchy.

- Long experience of Communist disci-
pline in the face of the twists of Soviet
policy naturally makes the free peoples
suspicious of the unanimity with which
the Communlists outside the Soviet Union
walked through that door, and asked the
-questions. It could well be- that the
‘ground is being prepared, as official
Washington assumes, for a calculated an-
swer, one that will serve the current
party purpose of nfaking itself attractive
to “popular front” movements and na-
tionalist drives throughout the world, It
could &ls0 be, as Mr. Dulles suggests, that
this process of criticism of the Soviet
leaders by their hitherto subservient tpols
in other lands may get out of hand, and
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' The Big Question

that discipline may never be restored.
But there will have to be much more evi-
dence, much clearer indications of the
drift of Communist policy, before that
possibllity can be taken as a solid basis
for Western policy.

Meanwhile, Moscow's answer to its
Communist critics will be awaited with
skeptical interest. Mr. Khrushchev was
very foggy In discussing his own share of
responsibility for Stalin’s misdecds. He
posed the big question himself: “Where
were the members of the Political Bureau
of the Central Committee? Why did they
not assert themselves against the cult of
the indlvidual in time?” But his answers
were hardly complimentary to him or his
colleagues. ‘

First, they had supported Stalin as
“one of the strongest Marxists.” What he
had done agalnst the peasants and the
workers in enforcing collectivization and
industrialization had thelr approval.
Then, when he turned his “terroristic
methods” against his own supporters:
“Attempts to oppose groundless_ suspi-
cions and charges resuited in the oppo- ;
nent falling victim of the repression.” -
Finally, the Central Committee was
never, and the Politburo seldom, con-
vened. By juggling the administration,
Stalin kept it in his own hands or that °
of his most pliant assistants. But the .
nub of the matter was that Khrushchev .
& Co. saw nothing wrong with terrorism I
until it threatened themselves, and then
they were too terrified to oppose it.

. These answers do not seem to satisfy
the Communists outside the Soviet Unjon
—who are guilty of the same kind of
intellectual cowardice. They certainly do
not satisfy the free world. If the present
Soviet leadership produces new answers,
the old must not be forgotten. A system
based on fear ruled international Com- |
munism under Stalin, Mr. Khrushchev | -
did not attack the system except in one
aspect—"the cult of the individual.” The
system remains—the evil thing has not
been wiped out by a speech, nor by the
remarkably unanimous reaction of world
Communism to that speech,
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TIME, JULY 16, 1256
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Back to Heel

“It would be wrong,” declared the Cen-
tral Committee of the Communist Party
of the U.S.5.R. Jast week, “to close one’s
eyes to the fact that certain of our friends
abroad have not got to the bettom of the
question of the personality calt.” When it
comes to getting to the bottom of some-
thing, nobody can beat the Kremlin's lead-
ers. Down they went in their hip boots,
sloshing around in a swamp of doubletalk,
and throwing little bits of misinformation
behind them, like cracker crumbs, for
those who tried to follow them. But they
were not very helpful guides for those who
anxivusly sought answers to the questions
jmplicit in Khrushchev's historic attack
on Stalin at the 20th Party Congress
('TME, Juoe 11).

Moscow’s long silence had been desper-
ately bard on Western Communist lead-
ers who, unlike their Russian masters, can-
not rely on police terror and a controlled
press to maintain discipline among the
rank and file. Left to their own devices,
men like Ttaly’s Palmire Togliatti, leader
of the biggest Communist Party (2,130~
ono members) outside the Iron Curtain,
had begun to make their own explana-
tions, and to talk recklessly of “‘polycen-
trism,” i.e., independent policies for each
of the world’s Communist parties. Te-
gliatti echoed publicly the unsatisfied
questions of his own disillusioned fol-
lowers: How could a tyrant like Sta-
liv come to power under the Communist
system? Why had the Kremlin leaders
who now denounced Stalin tolerated his
tyranny?

Making Explanotions. What Togliatti *

demnanded was a “Marxist” explanation of
Stalinism, i.e., an explanation of particu-
lar events in terms of vast, impersonal
historic forces. One such explanation—and
the obvious ene—for Stalin’s rise to arbi-
trary power is the absence of checks
and balances in the Communist system.
Unable to concede this, Moscow’s Central
Committee offered an esplanation which
explained nothing: “The development of
the personality cult was lo an enormous
extent contributed to by some individual
traits of J. V. Stalin.”

Firmly repudiating Togliatti’s sugges-
tion that Russia’s present leaders werg
“co-responsible” with Stalin, the Ceotrab
Committee advanced for the first time the
unsubstantiated claim that there bad in
fact been a staunch “Leninist core™ of the
Centiral Committee and that on occasion
it opposed Stalin’s arbitrary use of power,
““T'here were certain periods, for instance
during the war years when the individual
acts of Stalin were sharply restricted . . .
Members of the Central Committee and

also ou oviet war commanders
took over certain sectors of activity in the
rear, and at the front made independent
decisions.”

Who's a Coward? “Jt'pight be asked,”
noted the resolution, “why these people
did not take an opeh,stand against Stalin
and remove him from leadership.” The
answer, said the Central Committee, flatly
contradicting Khrushchev's earliér admis-
sion that Stalin’s suberdinates were afraid
to risk: their necks, was not “that there
was a lack of persopal courage.” It was,
rather, that: :
€ “The success of Socialist construction
and the consolidation of the U.S.S.R. were
attributed to Stalin . . . Anvone who had
acted in that _situation against Stalin
would not have received support from
the people.”
€ “Such a stand would have been regard-
ed as . . . a blow against the unity of the
party and the whole state.” .

q “The successes which . . . the Soviet
Union attained . . . treated an atmos-
phere in which individual mistakes and
shortcomings scemed less important,”
€Q “Many wrong actions of Stalin, espe-
cially as regards the violation of Svviet
Jaw, became known only after his death.”
Coming from the old Stalin gang, who

had prospered under him, executed his
will and shared his guilt, this explanation
was fecble indeed. In the light of the
searching and troubled guestions asked by
Togliatti, France's Thorez and other pagty
Yeaders abroad, it was in fact so intellec-
tually weak as to be insulting. Worse yet,
from Togliatti’s point of view, the resolu-
tion contained the -first public rebuke he
had ever received fyom Moscow. Snapped
the Central Committee: “One cannot in
particular agree with Comrade Togliatti
when he asks whether Soviet society has
not reached ‘certain forms of degenera-
tion.” There are no foundations for such
a question.”

But one thing it did do was to show
who was Boss, Responding to the whistle
like a well-trained dog, Moscow-wise’ Pal-
mire Togliatti promptly came to heel. He
voiced “unreserved approval”’ of “the line
followed by the Soviet comrades in the
construction of a socialist seciety.”” Then,

to get a little better reading on just what
the line was, he dispatched io Moscow a
team ‘of three top Italian Communists. In
France, party leaders announced that they
were satisfed with the explanation too.
For the present at least, afl the brave talk
of polycentrism and individual thinking
was at an end. Or supposed to be.
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The Reporter, guly 12 1956

The Stalinists’ Case

Against Stalin

ISAAC DEUTSCHER

© oxe who has seen and heard

Nikita Khrushchev speaking on
a platform or arguing with people
will doubt the authenticity of the
text, published by the State Depart-
ment, of his secret speech at the
Twentieth Congress of the Soviet
Commniunist Party. The text prob-
ably has its gaps, and here and there
the transcript may not be quite ac-
curate, Nevertheless this is the real
thing—gennine Khrushchev saying
indirectly about himself almost an
much as about Stalin.

Yet Khrushchev also gives the
impression of an actor who, while
he plays his own part with superb
self-assurance, is only half aware of
his own place in the great, complex,
.. somber drama in which he has been
involved. His long monelogue is a
cry from the heart, a cry about the
tragedy of the Russian Revolution
and of the Bolshevik Party, but it
is omly a fragment of the tragedy.

Impremptu Indictment

Khrushchev  himself did not ex-
pect to burst out with this cry. Only
a few days before he made the scorey
speech, he did not know that he
was going to make it, or at any
rate he did not know what he was
going to say. Even the composition
of his speech showed that he spoke
more or less imprompun: He dashed
from topic to topic almost indis-
criminately; he ventured spontane-
ously into sidelines; and he threw
out yeminiscences and confidences
and asides as they occurred to him.
By its irvegularity this speech, de-
livered av the closing session of the
Congress, on February 24 and 25,

contrasied curiously with his formal
address at the inaugural session ten
days earlier. The two speeches con-
trast strikingly in content as well.

In bis inaugural address Khru-
shchev said, for instance;

“The unity of our party has
formed iself in the course of years
and tens of years. It has grown and

become tempered in the struggle
against many enemies. The Trowsky-
ites, Bukharinites, bowrgeois nation-
alists, and other most wicked en-
emies of the people [italics ours),
champions of a capitalist restora-
tion, made desperate efforis to dis-
rupt from the inside the Leninist
unity of our party, and they all have
smashed their heads ugainst our
unity.” _

The words might bhave come
swraight from Stalin’s mouth. But
ten days later Khrushchev said:

“It is Stalin who originated the
concept ‘enemy of the people.” This
term automatically vendered it un-
necessary that the ideological ervors
of & man, or men, engaged in a con-
troversy be proven; this term made
possible the usage of the most cruel
repression . . . against anyone who
in any way disagreed with Stalin. . .”

Khrushchev then went on to say
that the Trowskyites, Bukharinites,
and so-called bourgeois nationalists,
whatever their fanlts, were not en-
emies of the people; that there was
no need to annibilate them; and
that they “smashed their heads” not
against the party’s “Leninist unity”
but against Stalin’s despotism.

Cl.r.nu, some dramatic but as
vet undisclosed event must have
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occurred during those ten days to
change Khrushchev's tune so radi-
cally, an event which showed
Khrushchev that it would uot do e
sit on the fence and that in the con-
flict between Stalinism and anti-
Stalinism he had to come down on
one side or the other. Did perhaps
the small band of Old Bolsheviks,
wrecks from Stalin’s concentration
camps who had been brought to the
conference hall as guests of honer,
stage some demonstration of protest
that shook the assembly’s conscience?
Or were the young delegates, who

“were brought up in the Stalin cult,

so vestive alter Khrushchev's first
ambiguous hints about Stalin (and

even more so alter Mikoyan's more
outspoken remarks) that they forced
him to come out into the open?
Whatever bappened, Khrushchev
had to produce an answer on the
spot, and the answer was an indict-
ment ol Stalin. To justify his new
altivwde, he ordered, no doubt with
the Presidium’s approval, that Len-
in's testament—that long-suppressed
testament in which Lenin urged the
party 1o remove Stalin from the post
ol General Secretary—be distributed

.among the delegates.

To the student of Soviet afkairs,
Khrushchev's disclosures bring lit-
the that is really new. A biographer
of Stalin finds in them at the most
a few more illustrations of familiar
points. Khrushchev confirms in every
detall Trotsky's account of the re-
lations between Lenin and Stalin to-
ward the end of Lenin’s life. Stalin’s
old critics are also proved right in
what they said about his method of
collectivization, about the purges,
and about the Trotskyite and Bu-
kharinite “fitth columns.” Noris there
anything surprising to the historian
in Khrushchev's revelations about
Stalin’s role. in the last war and
about his miscalculations.

However, it is not from the his-
torian’s viewpoint that Khrushchev's
performance should be judged. He
spoke not to schokws but to men
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generation; to them his words came
a8 a titanic shock, and as the begin-
ning of a profound mental and
moral upheaval.

Consider only how Khrushchev's
character sketch of Stalin, drawn
haphazardly yet extremely vividiy,
must affect Communists brought up
in the Stalin cult. Theré they see
him now, the “Father of the Peo-
ples” immured as he was in the
Kremlin, relusing over the last
twenty-five years of his life to have
a look at a Soviet village; refusing
io step down into a factory and face
workers; refusing even to cast a
glance at the army of which he
was generalissimo, let alone visit the
front; spending his life in a half-
real, hall-fictitious world of statistics
and mendacious propaganda filrs;
planning unlevyable 1axes; tracing
front lines and lines of offensives on
a2 globe on his desk; seeing enemies
creeping at him from every nook
.and_cranny; treating the members

ol his own Politburo as his con-

temptible lackeys; denying Voroshi-

fov admission to sessions, slamming
the door in Andreyev's face, or up-
braiding Molotov and Mikoyan;

“choking” his interlocutors *“mor-

ally and physically”; pulling the

wires behind the great purge trials;

pervonally checking and signing 383

black lists with the names of thou-

sands of doomed party members;
ondering judges and Nxvp men to
torture the victims of the purges
and to extract gonfessions; “plan-
aing” the deportations of whole
peoples and raging impotemtly at
the size of the Ukrainian people, too

#umercus 1o be deported; growing

sick with envy at Zhukov's military

fame; “‘shaking his listle finger” at

Tito and waiting for Tito's immi-

nent fall; surrounded by dense

clouds of incense and, like an opium
cater, craving for more; inserting in

his own hand passages of praise o

his own “genius”’—and to his own

maxlesty!—into his official adulatory
biography and into history books;
himsell designing huge, monstrons-

himsell; and himself writing his own
name into the new national anthem
which was to replace the Interna-
tionale. Thus did Khrushchev ex-
pose before his party the huge, grim,
whimsical, morbid monster before
whom the Communist world . lay
prostrate for a quarter of a century.

And yer Khrushchev added: “Sta-
lin was convinced that all this was

necessary for the defense of the in-,

texests of the working classes against
the plotting of the enemies and
against the attack of the imperialist
camp.” When he surmised that even
those who stood closest to him did
not share his phobias and spspicions,
Stalin wrung his hands in despair:_
“What will you do without me?” he
growled. “You are all blind . . . !
“He saw this,” Khrushchev assured
the Congress again, “from the posi-
tion of the interest of the working
class . . . of socialism and Commu-
nism. We cannot say, that these were
the deeds of a giddy despot. . . . In
this lies the whole tragedy!”

Inverted Hero Cult

‘The mainspring of the tragedy still
remained hidden from Khrushchev.
His whole speech was full of the
denunciation of the hero cult; vet

it was nothing but inverted hero
cult. Ins only theme was the power,
the superhuman power, -of the
usurper who “placed himself above
the party and above the masses.” In
passage after passage Khrushchev
argued that all the evil from which
the Communist Party, “the Soviet
people, and the international labor
movement suffered for so long sprang
from. this one “individual.” Then
[hlf said in quite as many passages

at it was utterly Wrosig to imagine
that one man could exercise somh
influence on history, for the real
makers of Soviet history have been
_the masses, the people, and the “mil
itant Bolshevik Party” bred and in-
spired by Lenin.

Where then was that “militant
party” when Stalin “placed himself
abave it?* Where was its militancy
and its Leninist spirit? Why and
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pot impose his
will on the masses? And why did
“our heroic people™ submit so pas-
sively?

All these questions, which have
o close a bearing on the Marxist
Weltanschanuung, Khrushchev left
unanswered. Yet if one ‘agrees that
history is made not by demigods but
by masses and social classes, one has
still to explain the rise of this par-
ticular -demigod; and one can ex-
plain it only from the condition of
Soviet society, the interests of the
Bolshevik Party, and the state of
mind of its leadership. But no soon-
er have we descended with Khru-
shchevy to this level of recent Soviet
history than his lamp is blown out
and we are once again enveloped by
dark and impenetrable fumcs.

Three Phases

The political evolution of the Soviet
régime falls into three main phases.
In the first the Bolsheviks under

Lenin seized power and established

the single-party system, in which

they saw the only way to preserve
their government and safeguard the

October Revolution against domes-

tic and foreign foes. But having sup-

pressed all other ties, the Bolshevik

Party itsell split into several mutu-

ally hostile factions. The single-

party system turned out to be a con-
tradiction in terms: The party was
breaking into at least three.

In the second phase the rule of
the single party was replaced by the

Tule of a single Bolshevik faction—
that led by Sialin. The principle
of .lhe “monolithic” party was pro-
claimed, Only 3 party that does not
!)er‘mit diverse currents of opinion
N its ‘midst, Stalin argued, can safe-
guard its monopoly of power. How-
ever, the victorious faction, once it
_g:uned power, was in torn torn by
mternal rivalries,

_In the third phase, the rule of the
single faction gave way to the rule
of the single leader, who by the na-
tire of the whole process had to be
intoleramt  of any potenmial chal-
lenge o his authority—constantly

on his guard, constantly bent on
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enforcing his will,

Even while the Bolshevik Pavy
wits suppressing all other parties, up
to 121 it was still interoaldly bree
and democrtically ruled. Buat hav-
ing deprived others ol freedom, it
could hardly help losing its own
ireedom.  Subsequently, the  same
thing happened 10 the Stalinist fac-
tion. Between 1923 and 1930 it de-
stroyed “inner party democracy” lor
its opponents, but internally was still
more or less democratically yuled.

From phase to phise the monop-
uly ol power grew ever nmurower.
As it became so, it had to be de-
tended ever mare fiercely, The early
Bobheviks cherished controversy too
much 10 be able 1o enforce the ban
on dissgreement outside the party
with anything like the Stalinist vio-
lence, Even the Stalinise faction, be-
tore it suceumbed o Stalin, only
expelled its opponents and exiled
them rvather than executing then

However, what gave the whole de-
velopment its momentimn and ity
convulsive and cruel character were
the social tensions in a nation first
ruined and lamished alter seven
vears ol war, revolution, il civil
war, then rushed through forcible
indwsurializadion  and  collectiviza:
tion and drawn into  devistating
armament riaces. All this called for
heavy saerifice, rigid discipline, and
massive coercion, amd all provided
stadin with  the justifications and
pretexes Tor his use and abuse ol the
monopoly of power.

S'A‘M.IN did not, thus, appear as a
diabolus ex machina. Yet it was
as a dinbolus ex machina that Khru-
shchev presented him,

1t is not difficult o grisp why
views Stalin in this
light. He and his colleagues repre-
sent the Stalinist faction, or rather
what has remnained of it It is a dit-
ferent faction from the one of twen-
ty years ago. Jt rules o different
country—the world’s second indus-
wrial power, i leads o different “so-
cialist camp™--a camp that contains
one-third of mankind. It is richer in
experience, and s anxiouws 10 under-

stiund what has happened to it. It is
probing restlessly into its gwn mys.
tevious past. But this is sull the
Stalinist Taction, caught in the tn-
gle ol ity own experiences anm its
traditionul but now untenable view-
points,

‘The Tungle of Reasoning

RKhrushchev  has  described  how
the members of the Presidium, the
men who rule the Soviet Union and
manage its vast nationalized econ-
omy (the world’s greatest single in-
dustrial concern), spend their days
and weeks poring over the archives
of the Nkvp, questioning the of-
ficials who once conducted purges
and extracted confessions, and re-
living in their thoughts the long
nightmare of the past. Yet the un-
derstanding of which the members
of this Presidium are capable--es-
pecially the older ones—has its his
torically formed limitations, which
they cannot easily transcend. ‘They
cannot see where and why things
had “gone wrong.” They would like
to croxs out, it possible, the last
chapter of their story-—the one in
which  Stalin oppressed and  “be-
trayed” his own lollowers. They
would still like to think that what
was done in the earlier chapters was
justified and hencficial and need not
have led to the final debacle wmnd
steme, They would like 10 remain
Stalinists without and against Stalin,
and 1o recapture the spirit of the
“sane” awd “innocent” Stalinism of
the 1920°s, of that Stalinism which
had not yet soaked its hands in the
bloml of the Bolshevik Okl Guard
and in the blood of masses of peas-
ants and workers. ‘They do not real-
isze that the latter-day “insane”
Stalinism had sprung from the ear-
lier “sane” Stalinism, and that it was
not only Stalin's whimsical and cruel
character that was responsible for it.

This approach governs all of
Khrushchev's reasoning as revealed

in the February 2425 speech, It
dictates the range and nature of his
disclosures.  Because  Khrushchev
pleaded the case of the old Stalinist
taction ““betrayed” by Stalin, his evi-

dence against Stalin showed huge’
gaps and was all too often ambigu-
ous, in spite of the bluntness ol the
language he used and the shocking
character of his facts.

Significant . Omissions

Klwrushehev built his case against
Stadin on three sets of facis: Lenin's
denunciation, in his testament, of
Stahin’s “rudeness and disloyalty,”
Stalin’s role in the purges, and the
fewdts of Stalin’s leaderstrip in the
war. Under eich count of the indict-
ment he reated the Lacts selectively
s as to turn the evidence against
Stalin himsel rather than against
the Stalinist Taction,

He conjured up Lenin's ghost, be-
canse only with this ally ac his side
could he, alter thirty years of Stalin
worship, hope to obliterate Stalin.
He quoted from Lenin's testament
the passages aimed directly against
Stalin, but he passed over in silence
all thi Lenin had said in favor of
Trotsky and Bukharin, He assored
his hearers thit he now views “ob-
jectively and with detachment” the
party feuds; but he still labeled
Trotsky and Bukhatin “enemies of
Leninisim,” although they were no
longer “enemvies of the people.” In
the light of Lenin's full testament,
Trotskyism and  Bukbarinism  may
be seen as offspring of the Leninist
line at least as legitimate as even
the early Stalinism. The testament
has therelore not been published in
Russii even' now—it was distributed
only to the delegates at the Twen
tieth Congress. And even in his se-
cret speech Khrushchev was alvaid ol
making too extensive we ol it

Even more eloquent were the gaps
in Khrushchey’s story of the purges.
He began with dark hines abowt the
assassination of Kirov in 1954, the
cvent that set in motion the ava
lanche of terror. He alluled to
Stalin’s connivance at the crime but
added that nothing was certain; and
he left the mystery as deep as ever.
‘Then he gave a more or less detailed
and horrifying account of the secrer
purges of Eikhe, Postyshev, Kosior,
Chubar, Mezhlauk, and Rudsutak,
who perished between 1957 and
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1940, and of the purge of Voumes-
ensky in 1951, But he had nothing
explicit to say about the purge trials
of 1936-1988, which shocked the:
world and in which the defendants
were men of world fame, the recog-
nized leaders of Bolshevism, the
Red Army, Soviet diplomacy, and
the Communist International.

He revealed nothing of the inner
story of the purges of Zinoviev,
Kamenev, Bukharin, Radeck, Rakov-
sky, Pyatakov, and Tukhachevsky.
He was silent on Trowsky's assassina-
tion, which was instigated by Stalin
and Beria. Eikhe, Postyshev, und
Chubar were by comparison insig-
nificant figures. Their names meant
little or nothing—not only to the
outside world but even to the young
Sovict generation. But they were
men of the Stalinist faction; and
through  Khrushchey, the [faction
honared in them its martyrs.

Not for nothing did Khrushchev
dwell so much on the fortunes of
the delegates to the Sevemeenth
Party Congress held in 1934, (At
that assembly the Stalinist faction
celebrated its final triumph over ali
its adversaries, and in party annals
the Congress is referred to as the
“Victors' Congress.”) Of nearly two
thousand of the “victors,” about
sixty per cent were later, according
to Khrushchev, “arrested on charges
of counterrcvolutionary crimes.” In
the vears 19341938 alone, Stalin
anmibilated sixty or seventy per
cent of the leaders of his own fac-
tion, and there were uncounted vic-
tims among the rank and file.

In recent years public opinion
outside Russia bas been aware of
the fate of anti-Stalinist victims of
the terror. It is only right that it
should also be aware of the fate of
Stalinist victims. But do not Kbru-
shchev and his associates feel the in-

decency of their exclusive concentra--—

tion on their own Stalinist martyrs?

One Man to Blame

Throughout Khrushchey's indict-
ment of Stalin ran the motif of seli-
exculpation. ‘

— .. Approved For-Releasw"

fulness  of one man,” Khrushchev
said repeatedly. But il so, “com-
rades may ask us: Where were the
members of the Political Bureau...?
Why did they mnot assert them-

~selves . . . ? Why is this being done

SSS——

only now?” Unwittingly he demon®
strated that much more was in play
than the “willfulness of one man.”
Stalin had so much scope only be-
cause Kbrushchev and his like
accepted his will.

Khrushcheyv recalled liow at first
they all trusted Stalin and zealously
followed him in the struggle against
other factions until they madg him
so powerful that they themselves be-
came powerless. He showed that
even when they might have been
able to act against him they did
not wish to act. He related that in
1941, when the Red Army reeled
under Hitler’s first onslaught, Sta-
Jin's nerve snmapped. It .might seem
now that this was an opportunity for

the party leaders to get rid of him.

Instead they sent a deputation to
Stalin to beg him to seize the reins

. again; and so they condemned them-

selves and their country to another
wwelve years of terror and degrada-
tion. None of them had the conhi-
dence and courage of Trotsky, who
as early as 1927 foresaw such a turn
of events and said (in his Famous
“Clemenceau Thesis”) that in such
a crisis it wonld be the duty of party
Jeaders to overthrow Stalin to wage
war more efficiently.

The Politburo of 1941, Jearing
that a change of leadership in the
middle of a war would. destroy mo-
rale, rallied to its oppressor. It
should be noted that this was not
the frst sitwation of this kind. In
exactly the same way, the Politburo
had hoisted a dejected and sulking
Stalin back into the saddle nine
years earliet at the height of col-
lectivization. In evéry major emer-.
geney the Politburo felt the need of
the “strong arm,” and it turned to
Stalin only 10 suffer under that
strong arm for years. It so magnified
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authority to take his place.
Because the history of the Soviet
Union was onc sequence of emer-
gencices, the Stalinist faction was al-
Ways at an impasse, o

HE.  QUESTIOX inevitably arises
whether during all those years no
members of the ruling group made
any attempt to destroy the iucubus,
It would have been uvmnnatural if
no plots at all had been "hatched
against Stalin. If Khrushchev and
his colleagues really thought that
“it all depended on the willfulness
of one nun” (which Trotsky, Zino-
viev, and Kamenev never thought),
might not some of them have con-
cluded that the way out was 0 elim-
inate that “one man#”’ Khrushchey
tells us that Postyshev, Rudzutak,
and other leading Stalinists did in-
deed come into opposition to Stalin.
But here too he leaves many things
unsaid; and so the f[ull story of the
Stalinist opposition: o Stalin re-
mains to be disclosed.
 The historian finds a [urther con-
tradiction in  Khrushchev's testi-
mony, one that it has in common
with Trowskys appraisal of Stalin,
although in Khrushchev the contra-
diction is, ol course, far cruder.
Khrushchev  stressed the achieve-
ments as well as the failures of the
Stalin era. For the achievments—in-
dustrial advance, educational prog-
ress, planmed economy, victory in
war—he praised . the masses, the
people, the party, Leninist doctrine,
and even the Central Committee—
the cowed and docile Central Com.
mittee of the Stalin era. For the
failures he blamed Stalin alone,
I the qualities of one man were
responsible for the Soviet military
disasters of 1941, were they not also
in some measure responsible for the
victories of 1943-19457 I all major
decisions on policy and strategy
were taken by Stalin alone, then it
s at least illogical to deny Stalin
all credit for the results.
At times' Khrushchev's, argument
savored of Tolstoy: In War and
Peace Tolstoy argued that all ideas,
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plans, and  decisions conceived by
¢nperors, generals, and “great men”
were meaningless and worthless, and
that only the innumerable, spon-
taneows, and unco-ordinated actions
of nameless masses of people shaped
history. But "Tolstoy was consistent:
He attributed to “great men” no
special influence on history, lfor evil
any more than for good.

The Semi-Alibi

No matter how vigorously Khru-
shchev pleaded the alibi lor hinuelf
and the present ruling group, he
proved a semi-alibi only, As a prose-
cutor he could hardly convince a

jury that he has not been the de- _

sendant’s - accomplice—at  best  he
made himsell an accomplice under
duress. He spoke of Beria as that
“villain who climbed up the govern-
ment ladder over an untold number
ol corpses.” How true! But was
Beria alone? Khrushchev described
with horror the character of a for-
mer official who teok part in pre-
paring the purges of 19871938 and
t extracting conlessions, The of-
ficial was brought before the Pre.
sidium and questioned. He was, said
Khrushchev, “a vile person, with
the brain of a bird, and morally
completely degenerate,” What did
this repulsive character claim in his
defense? His plex, as reported by
Khrushchev, was that he acted on
higher orders which he understood
it be bis duty as party member
to carry out. Khrushchey indignang.
ly rejecied this apology as worthless.
Yet almost in the same breath he
used the same apology lor himseil
and the other members of the Polit.
buro: Under Stlin, he said, “no
one could express his will,”

Tm; TRAGEDY ol contemporary Rus.-

sia is that the whole elite of the
nation share in one degree or an.
other Stalin’s guili. Certainly no
one in Moscow who wonld set him.
sell up wdaty as Stalin's accuser and
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“judge could prove his own alibi.

Stdin made of the whole nation, at
any rate of all i cdm'ntf:d ;u’u,l ac-
tive clements, his jccomplices. T ll{me
who opposed him {mnshc(l, with
very, very few exceptions, long ago.
Khvnshchey  exposed not  only
Stalin but Stalinism, not only the
man but his method of governent,
~and this rendered the continuation
or revival of the method mearly im--
possible. He set out to state only the
case of the Stalinist faction against
Stalin, and he destroyed the case of
the Stalinist faction. Willy-nilly, he
exploded the idea of the monolithic
party and of the monolithic stae
n which all must think alike.
Having produced the shock, Khru-
shchev was anxious to soften its im-
pact. “"We cannot let this matter get
out of the party, especially not to
the press,” he warned his listeners.

I is Tor this reason that we are

considering it here at a closed Con-
gress session. We should know the
limits; we should not give ammuni.
tion to the enemy; we should not
wash our dirty linen before their
eyes.” However, one may even suspect
that the indiscretion that allowed
the State Department to act as Khru-
shchev’s first publisher was not un-
welcome to Moscow. It is from the
miss of the Soviet people that his
speech has been kept secret so far.
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" The New Leader
June 18, 1956

e ————— e s e

Founder of Soviet Commumsm sef precedenfs

for almost all of Stalin's later crimes

BACK TO LENIN

By Mark

“There was nothing intrinsic in
the Leninist method that protected
it from prostitution. . . . Stalin
became a tyrant because he was
all-powerful and not all-powerful
because he was by nature a tyrant.
He grew into tyranny precisely be-
eause the character of the Soviet
Constitution enabled him to do
s0.” — Aneurin Bevan, Tribune,
March 23, 1956.

ESPITE the efforts of present So-
D viet leaders to draw a sharp line
of demarcation between the wicked
Stalin and the virtuous Lenin, Sta-
lin’s “cult of personality” was actual-
Iy reared on a base that Lenin had
created: unconditional subservience
to the Party’s will as expressed
through the Central Committee,
which in turn was expressed through
the Polithuro, which was finally di-
rected by the Leader or Vozhd,

After Lenin. Stalin became the
Vozhd. Now Khrushchev & Co. have
replaced one-man leadership with
collective leadership, swearing alle-
giance to Lenin and Leninism,

“Collective leadership” is nothing
new. It is closely linked with “demo-
cratic centralism” and “intra-Party

Vishniak .

democracy,” about which both Lenin
and Stalin wrote guite often. “Demo-
cratic centralism” meant officially
that “all executive organs of the
Party, from the smallest to the high-

est, are elec!ed » The word “elec!ed”_
—should of courae, be understood in

the light of Soviet practice, which
embodies “firm centralizntion,” “sron
discipline” and “conscious mono-
lithic unity of will and action” (Great
Soviet Encyclopedia, 2nd ed., vol.
13, p. 656). Intra-Party democracy
is defined as “the possibility of elect-
ing [various] bodies and the neces-
sity of accounting to all leading Party
organs from below upward.” 1Intra-
Party democracy is also “a collegial
work spirit, the developing of criti-
cism and self-criticism.”

What is the difference between the
new “collective leadership” and *
collegial work spirit®? Under buth
Lcnm and Stalin, the Bolshevik party
always conlended that it was practic-
ing “intra-Party democracy.” It was
actually abolished by Stalin, but it
had begun to wither under Lenin.

As early as 1921, at the Tenth
Party Congress, a' resolution of Len-

in’s was adopted, forbidding the for-
mation of any intra-Party gronps on
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“the ground that this could help only

the bourgeoisie and the - counter-
revolution. Lenin silenced those who
tried to argoe with him—Trotsky,
Medvedev, Shliapnikov, Kollontay,
Bukharin, and others. He expelled
from the Central Committee old com-

. rades-in-arms like Preobrazhensky,

L. N. Smirnov and Serebryakov. His
explanation for forbidding discussion
was the existence of “an encircling
world bourgevisie, watching for a
minute of wavering to bring back
‘their’ people to restore the bourgeoi-

* sie and landlords.” (Lenin, Collected

Works. vol. 26, P 348) R

“15"this very different from the
“capitalist encirclement” which Sta-
lin always cited as justification for
his terror apparatus? Stalin physi-
cally destroyed the people whom
Lenin had only told to “shut their
mouths.” That is the chief difference
between the two. -

Stalin drew on Lenin’s works for
all his shifting theories on the inevi.,
tability or non-inevitability of war

 between the Communist and non-

Communist worlds, and on the
achievement of world Communism
through bloody struggle or through
parliamentary means. Fven the so-
called Stalinist concept of “social-
ism in one country” had its roots in
Lenin’s writings of 1016-1923,

I recall only two instances when
Stalin  differed  significantly  from
Lenin.

Early in 1936, Stalin criticized
Lenin’s views on Clausewitz. Hiding
behind Engels, he wrote: “Unlike
Engels, Lenin did not consider him-
self competent in military matters.

. Lenin approached Clausewitz’s
works not as a military man, but as
a politician. . . . Therefore, as far as
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" the criticism of Cla usewitz’s military
doctrine is concerned, we, Lenin’s
heirs, are not tied to any of Lenin's
statements, which only limit our free.
dom of criticism.” This was followed
hy a quasi-scientific “Marxist™ expla-

nation: “It is ridiculous to take les-
sons teday from Clausewitz, who was,
after all, a representative of the man-
ufacturing period of war, while we
today are in the machine period.”
Despite ail this, Stalin concluded with
a prolific quotation from Lenin.

The second instance was in the
realm of Party practice. Afier Lenin
was shot in August 1918 hy Fanya
Kaplan, he wasn’t sure he could sur-
vive and told Rykov, his successor as
Premier: “Let no blood be shed
among any of you. . . .” Lenin was
thinking of the French Revolution,
which had devoured its own leaders.
Stalin didn’t follow Lenin’s advice,
nor have Stalin’s heirs in dealing with
Beria, Abakumov, Bagirov and

others, o T
Stalin did follow Lenin’s precepts
in his ultimate disposition of the
peasant problem. At the Tenth Party
Congress in March 1921, at which
the New Economic Poliey was pro-
claimed, Lenin spoke at length about
the necessity of a union between the
working class and the peasants, a
“soldering” of the two: “We must
admit openly that the peasants are
not satisfied with the relationship we
have worked out with them, they do
not like it, they do not want it, and

they won't continue it.”

Lenin

harped on this theme many times in
his last 18 months. In May 1921, he
said once more: “We say openly and
without deception to all peasants: In
order to maintain socialism, we shall
give you all kinds of econcessions,
comrade peasants, but only to a cer-
tain extent and within certain limits,
and of the latter we'll be the only
judges.” (Ralics supplied.)

At the Eleventh Congress, at the
end of March 1922, Lenin repeated:
“Our aim is to prove and to show
how to help the peasants. . . . Fither
we will do it or the peasants will send
us to the devil.” Such was Lenin’s
conclusion after four-and-a-half vears
of leadership. o

Stalin remembered these words and
fulfilled them in his own way. When,
in 1928, he decided that the time had
come to stop concessions to the peas.
ants, he loosed the coercive appara-
tus at full speed and achieved forced
collectivization in record time. Stalin
relicd hoth on a Leninist precedent
and on Lenin’s words after NEP,

The precedent was the formation in
the middle of 1918 of what Lenin
named “Poor Committces” for “q
Crusade for Bread.” Thase “Poor
Commitiees” (Kombedy) comman.
" deered peasant “surpluses,” “helped”

in the harvest, fought the “kulaks,”

and compelled peasants to join the

Red Army. Lenin considered the com-

miltecs “a great upheaval which in a

very short time [half a year] helped

us to socialism in the villages.,” Ten

years later, Stalin also led the vil

lages toward socialism via forced

confiscation—not only of grain, but
of land as well. He used Lenin to back
his point. Said Lenin: “The fight is
and will be even more desperate and
more cruel than the fight against

Kolchak and Denikin. . . . One must

understand the entire meaning of that

fight and convey it to the masses of
workers and peasants so that they
understand: ‘Who will beat whom?

Who will win?” The dictatorship of

the proletariat is a fierce, mad strug-

gle in which the proletariat must fight
the whole world, because the whole
world was against us, having backed

Denikin and Kolchak.”

Both Denikin and Kolchak died
long ago, and those who backed them
for a short while have also zone,
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" Lenin and Stalin are dead, bhut the

dictatorship of the Communist party
is, unfortunately, still in existence,
still fighting all who dare to disagree.
with it.
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THE NEW YORK TIMES, SUNDAY JULY 8, 1956.

LEADING FIGURES IN COMMUNIST DEBATE—-AND WHERE THEY STAND

QCHAB
Leader in Stalin--
era purges, now
heads  satellite
party that went
. farthest in liber-
aljzing regtme. ‘Riots in Poznan

[Sx:se problem of how to de--

talinize without losing control.

HRUSHCEF |

Set new line in
his 20thCongress
tatk and hax led
in expounding it
since. Now is
seekmg 0 turn resulting criti-
cism from present leaders and set
firm limits on freedom of debate..

One of the first
to praise new
anti' Stalin Jine, -
Jhe is under at.
tack anyway af
former Stalin nman and a relent.
Tess purger. If he relaxes, Enat.
any is fertile for sevolt.

-

AR Ro e 5 £ 2 & Somarliiabiy plias

Atlan'é i'c

P \ POLAND
A “little Stalin,” ! AIAR Ny
despite national- b Y
ist, anti - Stalin
pressures at
home, he has
one llunu with the new Soviet |
line, and apparently will be able
to maintain his personal power.

RUMANIA Black Sea

f In attempt to
i hold left-wing
‘forces  together,
he has gone far-
ther than other
'Commnmst leaders in criticizing
Soviet system itself, for which
he was called down by Morcow.

TITQ ’
E The original de-
Stalinizer, now
vindicated by
Moscotw and de-
manding rehabil-
itation of “Titoists™ in the satel-
Jitee. His position has been
atrengthened by recent events

BAKOSI

] : Old-line Stalin-
' ist, both in re-
pressive policies,
anti-Titcism and
personal power.
Relatively slow to rehabilitate
victims, is being subjected to
criticism by fellow Communists.

Phuwlby AD.P., Associuted Press, Jugn-Foto, Sovioto

Communist leaders pictored above are those whe' seem to have been most specifically affected by de-Stalizination.
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